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T HE 


PREFACE. 


T u a way as generally uſeful, as uſual, with moſt 
Writers, to give ſome Prefatory Accounts of the 
Reaſon and Uſes of their Undertakings , which 
Cuſtom it may not be impertingnt in' me to fol- 
low. It hapned therefore about the beginning 
of May, Anno 1686. that being engaged in very wor- 
thy Company, I was preſſed by a private Gentleman to 
anſwer him ſome (Queſtions , which he had formed out 
of the Appendix to Popery Milrepreſented and Repre- 
ented, entitu/ed, Roman Catholic Principles in refe- 
rence to God and the King. And thd 7 declared 

ſelf a perfet Stranger to the Pontificial Controverſies , 
thrb an averſneſs to ſuch litigious and barren Studies , 
and ſo unqualified for ſuch 2 Service , yet the importu- 
nity of my Friend, and the concurrent perſwaſtons of the 
Clergy, and others then preſent , prevailed with me fo 

far, as to confider what Solutions might readily and 
authentically be given to thoſe Qaeſtions ont of my be- 

loved a of Antiquity. Which when 7 had colletÞ 
ed, and digeſted, OY communicated to the Tudtment 
of grave and learned Cenſors , and ' found the Effay to 
be grateful to them, and by them thouzht of publit uſe, 
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The Preface. 
1 was eaſily induced to adventure it abroad , thrb a 
carſidence, not i4 any Abilit.es of my own, but of the Au- 
thurities on wich it ſtands, 

For I m:/t profeſs, that F aa my own part , I think 
mo man of any literate Education could have an Un- 
d-rſtondins more infant and naked, as to all the intri- 
cate Sophi;tries that perplex and entang/e this Cauſe , 
than I had, even till the time that the Book was fi- 
wiſhed. Which Confeſſion , thi it may expoje me to 
the Cenſure of RaſhneſS, and Men may more admire 

Simplicity in detetting my own Weakneſs and Pre- 
cipitaticy , yet when it Thall "appear to others-, as it 
hath to me , that without Cinſultation with any Man 
living, or any one Modern Writing whatſoever upon theſe 
Subjetts, by the mere force of Truth, and evidence of 
prime Authorities, I have exatlly drawn the ſame 
Concluſions , and given the ſame Determinations , as 
to all the Subſtance of the Controverſie, with the moſt 
accurate and impartial Authours of our Church , or 
elſewhere , that give due deference to the Authorit 
of the Fathers : this wery fimplicity of mine wil h 
a certain preſumption for the Truth of the Diſcourſe 
frem its unconſulted Conſonancy with the Senſes of the 
Wiſe and Learned. S» that fince my wery Meanneſs 
becomes an Argument to the Integrity of my Princi- 
ples , and the Cauſe of God, I am not troubled at 
any diminution of my Perſon, for my BuſmeſsS is the 
benefit of others, and no empty Reputation of my own. 
And I ſhall be mighty joyful im the Goodneſs of God , 
if he werifies that in me , That out of the mouths 
of Babes and Sucklings he hath ordained ſtrength , 
that he may ſtill the Enemy and the Avenger. 

But yet, that which I may without Oſtentation , or 
breach of Humility, truly ſay , to give the Reader a 
firong hope of finding in me a conſtant Sincerity thrd- 

out 
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out the whole Treatiſe, I will not herÞ diſſemble; 
viz. That this - Boot ( as inartificial as it ts) did: 
not immediately , and eafily eſcape into the Public , 
as ſoon as it was offered, but hath lain a long time 
under moſt accurate and deliberate Confideration , 
and hath paſſed from Hand to Hand the Teſt and 
Approbation of ſeveral 4s great , able, and authentic 
Fud;ments, and ( which no ſmall comfort» to me ) 
endeared me to ſeveral as Reverend', Sacred , and 
Learned Names , as perhaps are in the whole Na- 
tion, 

Having thus endeavoured to raiſe in the Rea- 
der a previous Confidence of finding Truth and Sa- 
tifation in me , in the next place I ſhall give him a 
particular Deſcription of the purpoſe of each Chap- 


fer. 


The firſt a beins wholly [j 

about the Tradition of Catholic Dofrines , jg 
three things : Firſt , To aſſert the Vſe and Neceſſity 
of ſuch Tradition , ſubordinate to, and deſcending from 
the Scriptures, againſt all Infidetity and Heretical 
Innovations. Secondly , To ſhew what were the Anci- 
ent, and what are the yet remaining Methods of pre- 
ſeribing Tradition againjt impoſturous Dofrines. And 
thirdly , That this Priviledze of Preſcription s the 
Common Right of every Chriſtian Church , and Per- 
ſon , as much as of the Church, and Biſhop of Rome. 


The ſecond CHAPTER undertakes to exptain 
the Primacy of S. Peter, either by the Conſtitution 
of Chriſt , or Apoſtolical Conceſſion, and that conſue- 
tadinary Primacy which the Biſkops and Church 


of Rome had of old antecedently ts any Synodical or 
Im- 


s 7 — 
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Jnperial "Mrrer ; betanſe "this only i c of the - 
pretence of Divint Right , which is mw c fer. 
the Papal Supremacy. In which Chapter T prejume 
I have given an Account abandantly ſufficient what really 
was the Primitive Digptity of the See of Rome. 


'The thiid CHAPTE T7. engages In a tender, 
but wery «uſeful Subjett ; neceſſary to be carefully con- 
 baered? wot only by private Conſciences, but the 
moſs Sacred and moſt Sovereign Powers, to avoid 
thoſe Injuries, which an exorbitant uſe, or uſurpation 
of Power, inflifls upon the Peace, and Sanility, and 
Integrity of Religion : In which I have endeavoured 
to fix ſuch Bars , as for ever exclude all thoſe 
baſe-born Dottrines, or Principles, that are by any 
party of Men projetted to pamper any Princes, Popes, 
or Populacies in their unequal Impofitions , or Uſur- 
pations tn the Stdte Feclefraftical, But if any Man 
thinks, that I have a deſign of Flattery in advaw- 
cing the Dignity , Grandeur, and Freedom of the Hie- 
rarchy, as conſtituted in our Church, I ſuppoſe I 
ſhall need no Compurgators to convince him of the- 
contrary , if he doth but confider, that it is but aut 
#ll-timed Deſign to flatter Biſhops of the Church of 
England , that have ſo many attrve and unreſtrained 
Enemies , and that they are in general ſo good Mew, 
and wiſe too, as not to admit ft Defrines of Aſ- 
ſentation , which are notoriouſly falſe , and eafily re- 
futable. Bat befide, I ſpeak ſuch great things ab- 
fStraftedly of the ' Hierarchy it let , as of Divine 


and Apoſtclical Original , not of any particular Per- 
' fons intruſted in it: And 1 think no Min of any 
Rel.gion hath impudence enough to decry the very E/- 
ſence of a Divine anal Apoſtelic Hierarchy to be of 

baſe 
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naturally ſervile Conſtitution, or 

be IRE hy me ated how che 
it.” -1£- ſhall not think fit to add avy thing / mare, 
but my earneſt Prayers to the God of Truth,, that 
he would emancipate Mankind from the Snares of 
Ponce, contentious, and vain-glorious = reſeui 

rom all the Powers of Darkneſs, and the 
or > for our Jard __ Chriſt bis ſake. 
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Of the Tradition of Catholic Dofrines. 
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I TH what deſign, or on what mo- 
tives you gave your ſelf the trouble 
ro collec thoſe Poſitions of Romiſh 
Dodtine, or why you ſhould offer 
them to me for a Solution, as you 
diſcovered not to me, ſo 1 cannot take upon me to con- 
clude, Whether it be to fatisfie your ſelf, or to hear 
what we of the Engliſh Church either think, or dare to 
fay of the things that are now again become litigious 

between us and thoſe of the Roman Communion. Bur 

I muſt tell you, that you have commitred them to a 

Man, that never delighted, nor travelled in the Mo- 

dern Controverſics about the Papacy, but only having 

B gotten 


SIR, 


(s) Polycarp, 
ad Philipp. 
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gotten to my ſelf a Colleftion of the ſeveral DoQtrines 
that have. divided the Catholic Unity, have betaken my 
ſelf ro-the- Primitive- Antiquity, to find what the Senſes 
of our Fathers univerſally were in all Theological and 
momentous Doftrines ; And a' ſhort Abſtra@t of what 
I have hitherto met with in them, relating to the Que- 


ſtions J ſhall ſummarily and faithfully pre- 
ſent you pitlÞ|, whchqur any ; mip wc or unequal re- 
ſ1 bn y IMeteft or Authority, but what is truly 


atholic apd. Original, as being (a) the only Teſt, by 
which all n Opinions, Diſpurations, and Conſti- 
ionyin martet of Religion; can be fairly adjuſted, and 

ro Exch we muſt recurr againſt the fraud and vanity 
of Innovations. And as I have been thus upright in 
the aſſertion of Truth, ſo do I as ſincerely affe&t the 
Churches univerſal peace and redintegration for the pre- 
ſervation of it, and for that cauſe do wiſh that all Wri- 
ters'on: both ſides of the Diviſion would write with ſuch 
a Chriſtian temper of mind, which may ſuffer no con- 
fuſion at the final Judgment of God, neither palliating 
cither Falſities or Impietics for Rules of Truth or Devo- 
tion, nor proſecuting any Points in difference with o- 


- - diouscharges or imputations, that are atty wiſe capable 


of innocent or allowable conſtructions. For tho, as 
long as the Papal Monarchy or Intallibility is maintain- 
ed by the Romaniſts, and our Statutes of Diſſolution 
and Praxmunirearc in force in England, it is impoſſible 
to imagine any Methods of Reconciliation; yer Juſtice 
and Sincerity in Authors , deliveting their Senſes in 
theſe kind of Debates, will be of great advantage to 
the Faith and Picty of private Readers and Students, to 
extricate them from the guilt of Schiſm, which is diff- 
cult to be avoided in a religious War, which no man 
muſt wage but with moſt pailionate affections of Peace, 
with tender and compaſſionate Bowels eyen to the 
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cnn and obſtinate. Adverſary. With this temper of () 1gnar.Ep a4 
ind haye I ſer upon the following Diſcourſe, dearly #?*/&s 

lamenting the Diviſions of the Chriſtian World; and ys; eas, 

rho I mult expect nothing but Thunder and Lightning es ms 91a» 

from almoſt all Partics of Men in the World upon the 724th 

publication of theſe Medicinal Dicates, etl have,and TRTUVIOEINIS » 

by the Grace of God will entertain all G—_ and Te wie, 

Oppolitions , how malcyolent ſoever they be , with - == 

Mecknels and inſuperable Charity, (4) and all the Offi- 1s rex7d- 

ces of Picty,which S. /gnatius requires us to uſe roward XOaOy ve 

Heretics, as intending to wound no mans perſon,or juſt i/cxic 15 = 

intereſt, bur only as far 3s I canto cleanſe the minds *** 795 <- 

of men from thoſe Prejudices which have refleRed con- 235, tum, 

tempt and diſhonour on that bleſſed Name wherewith = 57»4x%1- 

we are dignified, and by which alone we can be faycd, — . 

| #iaget aumey dpnwjpurr Th ommule, wuwilal N weis oTe{ way Eves: 

$ 2. Thar then, which in the Marters herein ro be $*- 

examined is the fundamentalevil, is the natural Diſeaſe 

of great Parts and Spirirs, the ambitious thirſt of Pow- 

er and Dominion, un-:r the ardour of which they are 

ſo impatient, that they not only nimbly ſeize the poſ- 

ſeſſion of ir, whereſoever it ſeems vacant in the weak- 

neſs of their Neighbours, -without any regard to-Ju- 

ſtice or Honeſty, bur alſo: attempt all the Force and 

Fraud imaginable to opprels and uſurp the moſt juſt and 

ſufficient, and uſeful ſettlement of it in its due Proprie- 

tors. Bur among all the various. competitions far Pow- 

er and Greatneſs,none are more vigorous than thaſe thar 

conteſt for the Ecclcſiaftic Empire, it being no adequate 

ſcope for Human Inſolence to enjoy Dominion over the 

External Intereſts of Men, ex hay can allo invade 

the Kingdom of the Son of God, and Lord ir oyer the 

Souls of their Brethren,and bend the Paſtoral Charge to 

all the miniſterics of facrilegious Luſts,ro bear the yake 

of mortal Tyranny inſtead of that of Chriſt Now the 


B z Cir- 
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circumſtances we arc in,” in the preſent ſtate of our Af- 
fairs, having revived the old Claims and Clamours for 
the Sovercignty of the Roman See over all the Eccleſi- 
aſtic Body, we are invited to re-embrace it with all the 
moſt recommending and inducing pretences imaginable. 


For to this purpoſe the Advocates tor the Roman Church 


ſtyle ir the Church Catholic, for the univerſal and abſo- 
lute Dominion whereof, they alledge the Suffrage and 
Tradition of the Univerſal Church, (which yer all the 
while in their Senſe is but their own, and fo no com- 
petent Judge or Witneſs for irs own Monarchy) and the 
reprefentative Authority of Councils, General and Pro- 
vincial, all which make a great noiſe ro the unlearned 
and injudicious, how - men or incoherently ſo- 
ever they are challenged and alledged. 

'$ 3. Now as your Queſtions are digeſted, I find the 
firſt method to ſubje our Faith ro the Roman Aytho- 
rity, is by.a ſmooth and feaſible Aſſeveration,viz. That 
we are to ſubmit to the Dottrine of the Catholic Church 
communicated to all Nations, and viſibly continued in the 
Succeſſion of Paſtors and People throughout all Ages,Chap. 
7.Queſt. and Anfiw.6. But then comes on the main de- 
ſign in the ſeventh Queſtion, viz Where, or which is that 
Church ? And the Anſwer is, /t s the Church of Rome, 
being qualified with Unity, Indeficiency, Viſibility, Succeſ- 
fron, Univerſality, and Independency, which are not appli- 
cable to any other- Church. 

s 4-' Now asto the firſt Propoſition, I do avowedly 
acknowledge, That every Chriſtian by the Laws of 
Chriſtianity, and by an Article of his Faith in the Ca- 
tholic Church, is obliged ro receive and profeſs the 
Faith, and fubmit to the Dodtrines of the Catholic 
Church, which ſhe uniformly in all Ages, and particu- 
lar Churches, teacheth us to be neceſſary to attain unto 
the Kingdom of Heaven,and ſubſtantial in Chriſtianity, 

| z. e 
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i. e.of principal weight in the life of a Chriſtian,and the | 
ſubſiſtence of the Churches, both viſible and ſpiritual 
Integrity. For without this we can maintain no conſtant 
Succeſſion of Faith, nor the Fundamental Ordinances. 
or Regularitics of a Chriſtian Life. And this is ſo ob» 
vious and fair a Truth, that no intelligent Chriſtian can 
ſuſpe, nor any man oppoſe it without the Guilt of 
Hereſfie. All the difficulty in the Diſpute is, Whart cer- 
rain Mark or Character we have to diſtinguiſh Doctrines 
Univerſal, and of Fundamental Importance, -trom ſuch. 
as are private, and leſs neceſſary. For th6 the Prote- 
ſtant Authors do truly aver, (c ) That the Scriptures (c) ren. adv. 
are a I ray Organ declarative of all Things or Truths __ L.2.c.42. 
neceſſary to Salvation, and indeed innumerably more, _ © 7m 
to the advancement both of Knowledge and Piety, not- 
withſtanding what (4) hath periſhed of the ancient Mo- («) Juf. Murr. 
numents ot the Prophets, Ge. by the negligence and Tpke Cheyf 
wickedneſs, or miſery of the Jews; yet we muſt grant Hom ».in Mere. 
that thoſe DoCtrines, that are univerſally ro be main- nod * += 
rained and profeſſed, are not in the Scriptures all di- 5” © 9 
ſtinQively ſeparated from other leſs momentous Revye- 
lations, by any Mark or Catalogue, declaring theſe to 
be Dodtrines of chicteſt Dignity and Univerſal uſe, and 
the reſt Private. And thercfore for this certain diſcri- = 
mination. we muſt refer our ſelyes to ſome other Crite- * 
rion. 

$ 5. There are therefore of the Catholic Principles $ 5: 
of Chriſtianity two Claſſes, viz. the Moral and My ſti- 
cal. The Moral ſuggeſt unto us the Senſes and Rational 
Ditates of true Vertue atid Piety to the higheſt degree 
of practicable cxcellency, ſuch as are every where inter- 

thrd the Holy Scriptures, but ſummarily com- 

priſed in moſt raviſhing and ſtupendious Preceprs in 
the filth, ſixth, and ſeventh Chapters of St. Matthews 
Goſpel : The Superlative Divinity of which is fo illu- 


firious 
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(e) 7ryhein Fttious and admirable, (e) that the learned Jew 7rypho 
—— :, thinks them above all poſſibility of obſervation, not 

+ >: underſtanding the aſliſtances of the Koly Spirit ſealed 
Levſiis unto us in our Regeneration, to make that cafie, which 
meſes; otherwiſe impoſſible with Man. Now of the native 
mw x, uz4>4 goodnels andneceſiity of theſe Moral Inſtitutions (f), 
_ _—_ thenatural and common Notions of all Men are the 
>auCsruy Ccertainand moſt uniform demonſtration, ro which we 
wll-« Ii- oft haverecourſe, as in other Speculations, ſo moſt 
Mdta evni. Chicfly im theſe foundations of Morality. For the grace 
(f) Clem. Alex gnd yerrue of ſuch Ditates, being of it ſelf intrinſecally 
wneder 45, manifeſt in the Word of God, is the Teſt by which God 
A ins C pf] ſubmirs the equity of his own ways to human cenſure, 


yer 79! 2:9 (Ezek.18.and Ezek.z3.and elſewhere) and the cauſe why 
a bot x, w5s all the Preachers and Auditors of the Church of God do 
wor ws fo univerſally and uniformly profeſs and reyerence 
XA Tiff (Nn- 

alowe 2n0J-. them. . 

Sa» tis m mWegs Spiniuer mis bprowns xglarnyions. 

F 6. $ 6. The ſecond fort of Doctrines that are of uni- 
verſal uſe and importance, are the Myſtical ; which are 
alſo of two ranks or orders. The firſt,ſuch as are uni- 
yerſally neceſlary in order to Bapriſm , Confirmation , 
and the reception of the Euchariſt, the entire Chriſtiani- 
ty of the Lairy. The ſecond are thoſe Theological and 
myſterious Dotrines, as are abſolutely neceſſary ro the 
Doctoral Office, and tothe whole Socicty of Eccleſi- 
aſtic Doors : As concerning the Canons of Interpreta- 
rion,the fundamental Maxims and principal Arguments, 
and Theories againſt Gentiliſm , Judaiſm, Hereſie, and 
all dangerous Error. Theſe are univerſally neceſſary, 
not to the jult integrity of every Chriſtian, which may 
ſubſiſt without them, bur to the whole fraternity of Spi- 

. ritual Doctors, in whom a defect in theſe Principles is 
not only vitious and culpable, but creates an incompe- 
rency of ſo great a Charge and Dignity. 

s 7. 
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$s 7. Now theſe myſterious DoQtrines of both cheſs, 57 way 
Orders, both of Popular Faith , and Doftoral Wiſdom, j.. 1. ;. & 1.5. 
in what our natural Sentiments cannot reach, have no Hal & ©, 96: 
other diſcriminative Mark for their reſpeRtive Univerſa- £99 7% , 
liry, Neceſliry, and Principality, (g) but only a certain, origin Marr. c. 
manifeſt, concordanrt, primicive Tradition,continued to PA : 
rhe Church by Oral Profeſlions,(h) diligent Inſtiturions; , ., Op. Ep.63. 
Synods, and (7 ) Symbolical Practices,in the violation Z-#. Div. laſt. 
of which DoQtrines of either Claſlis, ſo variouſly deli- ES 
vered to the notice of Poſterity, conſiſts rhe formal vaog].: cs. 
Guilt and Nature of Hereſie or Infidelity. «4pm 

$ 8. We begin then with the Principles of that Faith 4,7 01.77 
thar is univerſally Univerſal , and conſider the general (6) =«/4. Ceſ. 
and perpetual uniformity of its Tradition. Now theſe jy 5 
are thole Articles of Apoſtolic Faith ſummed up in thoſe (1) 77. 4 Co- 
Traditional Creeds, that were in uſe bofore the Council 99n-Milie. Baji. 
of Nice : (of which that was a ſecure Explication in the Ces 
Martrers there diſputed ; ) the ſenſe of which was uni- 7h! c. 3. How 
formly taught the Catechumens by their Prieſts and + *#*\- 
Doors, by which they explicitly underſtood all the 
fundamental Myſterics of the common Chriſtianity 
ſummarily comprehended in thoſe Creeds , by which 
they became complearly competent for Baptiſm,and the 
other conſequent Myſteries of the Church. All which 
Creeds, according to all the Homilies and popular In- 
terpretations,th6 they are varicd a little as to the literal 
Apices of the words, yet are exactly adequate as to the 
things and ſenſes intended in them, without any defect, 
redundancy, or ambiguity, to the full renor of what is 
* raught and received in the Creed called the Apoſtles: 
* rh6this hath admirred for Explications ſake, and in bar 
to ariſing Hereſies,Errours, or Ignorance,ſome addition- 
al Expreſlions ſince the Nicene formula, delivering the 
Chriſtian and Catholic Senſe of our Profeſſion, wherein 
notwithſtanding all the yarious accuracy in compofing 
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(&) a5 Ex- 
paſ.in Symb. A- 
poll. 
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ſeveral Breviari:s of a Plenary and Regular Confeſſion, 


we find none of thoſe Poſitions inferred as matter of 
Faith, which ſince have been impoſed on the Vulgar for 
ſuch in order to the Eccleſiaſtical Communion and their 
Eternal Salvation, and have created ſo much Contenti- 
.on in the Church of God. Now if any man can find 
it the unanimous Aſſertion of all,or many of the ancient 
Creeds, being either rrue, or but falſe Explications of 
the Creed Apoſtolic, that the Pope is infallible, or the 
-one only Eccleſiaſtic Monarch,that the Subſtance of the 
conſecrated Elements is ceaſed, that Papal Indulgences 
or Mortal Suffrages diſmiſs Souls out of Purgatory , 
that it is ſufficient for the Laity to receive the Sacra- 
ment in one kind,thart it isneceſlary to invocate Saints 
at their Images erected in Temples, &c. or make it ap- 
pear out of the Writings of all the Fathers extant, thar 
theſe were Popular Dodtrincs delivered by them as the 
eſſential Senſe of the Original Creeds, he may ſafely 
conclude or conjeQture theſe things to be Fundamenta's 
in Chriſtianity ; if not, I cannot ſee how we can be 
ed on pain of Damnation to believe that of which 
we have no footiteps inthe Scriptures or the primitive 
Monuments,which yet are very copious in the elucida- 
tion of the Faith which was once delivered unto the Saints. 
To manifeſt then the Original Uniformity of Faith 
throughout the Catholic Church,l ſhall exhibit you five 
primitive Breviarics of Faith trom 7taly, Syria, Africa, 
Cappadocia, and France; which will bea juſt Motive to 
believe the like Harmony in all other Churches, except 
any poſitive Formule of another or more comprehenſive 
Intention can be produced in any the Remains or Re- 
cords of any ſound part of the Church Catholic in the 
Primitive Ages. 
$ 9. I beginthen with the Apoſtles Creed, according 
ro the moſt ancient Form in uſe at Aquileia in Jraly (4): 
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I believe in God the Father Almighty : Aud in Chriſt Je- 
ſus his only Son our Lord : Who was born thrb the Holy 
Ghoſt of the Virgin Mary : Crucified under Pontius Pilate, 
and buried, he deſcended into Hell [ in Inferna ] : The 
third day he aroſe again from the dead : he aſcended into 
Heaven, fitteth at the right hand of the Father : From 
thence he ſhall come to judge the quick- and dead : And 
in the Holy Ghoſt, the Holy Catholic) Church : The remiſ- 
fron of Sins : the reſurrefion of this Fleſh. 

$ 10. The ſecond Breviary of Fundamental Faith, 
with ſome Evangelical Hiſtory = Apoſtolical Expoti- 
tion admixt, ſhall be that which S. Thaddew, commil- 
ſionated by Chriſt, promiſed Abgarus King of Edeſſain 
Syria, to preach to him and his People , recited out of 
. the Syriac Archives of that moſt Chriſtian City 


(1) by Euſebius Pamphili, Wherein they were inſtrutted (1) 


Hiſt, L 1.12. 


concerning the coming of Chriſt how it was, and concerni 
his Miſſion for what cauſe he was ſent by the Father, 
concerning the power of his Works, and the Myſteries 
which he ſpake in the World, and with what power he did 
thoſe things, and concerning his new DeArine, ( wherein 
was performed the Office of both Evangeliſt and Cate- 
chiſt,) aud concerning his Mz.aneſs, and the Poverty and 
Humiliation of him that externally appeared a Man, and 
how he humbled himſelf, and dyed, and lower d his God- 
head, how many things he ſuffered of the Jews , and how 
he was crucified, and deſcended into Hell, | &s wiv dun ] 
and cleft aſunder the Priſon , that had not been broken be- 
fore from the beginning, and roſe again, and raiſed with 
him the dead that had ſlept from the beginning, and how 


he deſcended alone, but aſcended with a great multitude to 
his Father, and hew he fitteth at the right hand of God, 
even the Father, with glory in the Heavens, and how he 
ſhall come again with g/ory and power to judge the quick and 
| py the whole Faith 

as 


dead, Wherein is c0 


Euſeb, Eccl. 


(m) Tert. adv. 
Fraxeam. vid. 


lib. Praſcript. 
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a$to the Deity of the Father and the Son, and the Me- 
diatory Occonomies of-the Incarnate Son of God, with 
proper Explicarions in ed abour « hriſt's deſcent 
ihto Hell : (which ſome of late have miſinterpreted, and 
others disbelicved thr6 ignorance,char before our Lord's 
Reſurreftion the common Notion of Dearth (cither Na- 
rural or Traditional) implycd a deſcent of rhe Soul in- 
tothe Infernal Regions). And what was before indefi- 
nitely promiſed to be explained, made up no doubt the 
whole entire Faith with full and Catholic Expoſitions. 

s 11. The third Formula ſhall be the African deſcri- 
bed by Tertulian, when indeed a Montaniſt, bur aver- 
ring c 4 by the Paraclete of Montanus they more firm- 
ly adhered to the Catholic Fairch than the Catholics 
x exo rr (m) We believe indeed one only God with this 
diſpenſation, (an odd word) that his Word is the Son of 
that only God, who proceeded from him,by whom a/l things 
were made, and without whom nothing was made : That he 
was ſent by the Father into the Virgin, and that he was 
born of her, being both Man and God, the Son of Man,and 
the Son of God, and firnamed Jeſus Chriſt : That he ſuf- 
fered, that he was dead,and buried according to the Scrip- 
tures, and raiſed again by the Father, and bei received 
into Heaven, fitteth at the right hand of the Father and 
ſhall hereafter come to judge the quick and dead. Who ac- 
cording to his promiſe ſent the Paraclete from the Father, 
the Holy Spirit, the Sanitifier of the Faith of them that 
believe in the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. And that 
this Rule deſcends from the beginning of the Goſpel, Ge. 


() Tere. de ve- Which Syſtem of Faith being by him (#) more abbrevi- 


land. virg. 


F 12. 


ated, with the explicice Poſition of the Reſurreion of 
the Fleſh, he averreth elſewhere ro be the only im- 
moveable and irreformable Rule of Faith. 

$ 12. The fourth Formula ſhall be a _— 
one, framed indeed after the Council of Nice by _” 
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fil the Great, but averred to be the plain Faith of eve- 

ry honeſt and ſincere Chriſtian in diſtintion from thoſe 

more critical Forms deviſed againſt Heretical Subrilries. 

(o) We believe therefore and confeſs one only trus and good  Paſ!. a_ 
God, and Father Almighty, of whom are all things , the ** © 
God and Father of our Lord and God : and his one only 
begotten Son our Lord and God Jeſus Chriſt, the only true, 
by whom all things were made , as well vifible as inviſi- 
ble, and in whom all things confiſt : who in the beginning 
was with God, and was God, and after according to the 
Scriptures was ſeen on Earth , and converſed with men. 
Who being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to 
be equal with God, but emptied himſelf, and by his Na- 
tivity of the Virgin took on him the form of a Servant , 
and was oo in faſhion as a Man, and fulfilled all 
things which were written of him according to the com- 
mand of the Father, being made obedient even unto death, 
even the death of the Croſs: And being the third day 
raiſed from the dead, he was ſeen by his holy Diſciples, 
and the reſt,as it is written : and bd into the Flea- 
wvens, and fitteth at the right hand of the Father : from 
whence he ſhall come at the end of this World to raiſe up 
all, and to render wnto every one according to his Works, 
when the righteous ſhall be taken up into life eternal, and 
the Kingdom of Heaven, but 'finners ſhall be condemned 
to eternal puniſhment, where their worm ſhall not dye, nor 
the fire be quenched : And one only holy Spirit, the Para- 
clete, by which we are ſealed unto the day of Redemption, 
the Spirit of Truth, the Spirit of Adoption, by which we 
cry Abba Father, who diſtributeth , and operateth the 
gifts given of God to every one as he will to profit withal, 
and confirmeth all the faithful unto true and exatt know- 
ledge, and the pious worſhip of God and Spiritual Ado- 
ration, and the true Confeſſion of God the Father, and of 
his only begotten Son our Lord and God Jeſus Chriſt, and of 
himſelf, Ec. C 2 $ 13. 


. 
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(p) Iren.adv. 
Har.1.c.2, 


(q) ren. l,1.£.3- 


The C atholic Balance, Chap. 1. 


$ 13.The fifth Model of Primitive Faith thall be that 
of-S. | ron Biſhop of Lyovs, and Metropolitan of 
the Galic Churches. (p ) The Church, faith he, alths 
diſperſed thrd the whole World, even to the ends of the 
Earth, having received, from the Apoſtles and their Diſ- 
ciples, the Faith in one God the Father Almighty , that 
made Heaven and Earth, and the Sea, and all things in 
them : And in one Chriſt Jeſus the Son of God, who was 
Incarnate for our Salvation: And in the Holy Spirit, 
who by the Prophets declared the Oeconomies and appearan- 
ances of God,and the Nativity i the V, 3 3, 27 hs Suffer- 
ing,and Reſurreftion from the dead ,and the bodily Aſcenſion 

the beloved Chriſt Jeſus our Lord into the Heavens, 
and his coming again from Heaven in the glory of the Fa- 
ther to reca 96 all things, and to raiſe all Fleſh o 
all Mankind, that to Chriſt Jeſus, our Lord, and God , 
and Saviour, and King, every knee may bow of things 
(or perſons) in Heaven, or in Earth,or under the Earth, 
(viz. in the Regions of the Dead, or Hell) and every 
Tongue confeſs unto him, and that he may paſs juft Fudg- 
ment upon all, and caſt into eternal Fire the ſpiritual 
Wickedneſſes,the tranſgreſſing Angels, that are in a ſtate 
of Apoſtacy, and the impious and unjuſt Law-breakers 
and bbawers oy Men, but may give Immortality 
and eternal Glory to the Fuſt and Holy, to thoſe that keep 
his Commandments, and either from the beginning, or af- 
ter Repentance continue in his love. (q) This Doftrine 
and Faith the Church having, as I have aforeſaid, recei- 
ved, tho ſcattered thrb all the World , carefully preſer- 
wveth, as living in one Houſe , and. uniformly "Ol 
theſe things, as having one Soul and one Heart, and har- 
monioufly preacheth > In and teacheth the Tradition, as 
having but one Mouth. For the Dialefts indeed of the 
World are unlike, but the force of the Tradition is one 
and the ſame. And neither have the Churches planted 


in 
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in Germany believed, or do delrver the Faith otherwiſe, 
nor in Spain, or among the Celric's, nor in the Eaſt nor in 
Agypt, nor in Lybia, nor in the Mediterranean World, 
but as the Sun, the Creature of God, is one and the ſame 
in the whole World, ſo the preaching of the Goſpel ap: 
peareth my where, and enlighteneth al men willing to 
come to the knowledge of the Truth : and neither wilt he, 
that is exceeding mighty in the Word anwng the Gover- 
ours of the Church, ſpeak other things than theſe, for 
mo Man is above his Maſter , nor wil he, that is weak in 
the Word , diminiſh the Tradition : For there being but 
one and the ſame Faith, neither he, that is very power- 

ful to [peak of it, hath received more, nor he that is leſs 
able, lefS. Sothat the Church of God, as it is viſibl 
united by the Sacraments, and Hierarchical Offices, lo 
is it ſpiritually united in the Faith, which it hath uniform- 
ly received in the ſenſe of theſe Formule, whereloever 

Chriſtianity hath ſer footing. 

$ 14. And now1 ſhould come to aver, and deſcribe 
the univerſality of its Tradition, bur that I think it ne- 
ceſlary before to give you the primitive Expoſition and 

Senſe of the Apoltles Creed , proportionate to the Faith 

and Profeſſion of Competents to be baprized,to the end 
you may ſee, whether thoſe Points diſputed between 

Us and the Romaniſts, by me mentioned above in the 

cighth Section, were Popular or Fundamental Articles 


ot the common Chriſtianity. (r) S. Auga/tin therefore , 7) Arruf. 4s 
Temp. Serm. 


friday, calls the Apoſtolic Symbol the Plenitude of Be- Fen: De 


lievers,for that whatſoever is prefigured in the Patriarchs, go w 


in a Sermon to the Competents for Baptiſm on'a Good. 


whatſoever is declared in the Scr iptures , whatſoever is 
foretold by the Prophets concerning the unbegotten God or 
of the only begotten God of God, or of the Holy Spirit, al- 
tho but occultly indicated : or of the Myſtery of the Incar- 
nation, Death and Reſurrefion of the Lord, is all con- 


tained 
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ther, therefore he always had a Son whoſe Father he is. Fe 
is therefore called Mimigt ty, becauſe nothing is impoſſible 
t6 him, as creating all things, not by any labour, but by the 
meer command 0 Tis _ and therefore called Baker of 
aven akin Earth,&c.#n2 in {ifus Chyiſt hts Son, 
We muſt believe, as in the Father, ſo th the Son,as bei 


equal and equally adorable Majeſty with the Father. Je: 
hen interpreted Daviour : he is cated Chniſt from as 
mointimg : becauſe as the ancient Kings were anointed þ 
the Prieſts with holy Oyl, ſo our Lord Feſus Chriſt was ft 
led with the Infufion of the Fly Ghoſt. WUlho was ron» 
ceived by the Boly Ghoft. — 5ozn of the Uirgin Ma- 
ry. She muſt needs have ſuch a I that was to re- 
main a Virgin after her Birth. Sutffered under Pontius *' 
Pilate, the Prefect of Judza, mentioned for the memorial 
of the time, not Pilate's dignity. Crucified anv buried. 
That Croſs,on which he was crucified in the Body we wear 
in our Forehead. Glas burted. As truly born, ſo trul 
dead and buried. Jie third day he roſe ara: 7he- 
continuance in three days ſepulture, evidently ſheweth 
that while the Body lay in the Sepulchre, that Soul of his 
triumphed over Fell. Be aſcended to Peaven: i c. 7he 
ſtate of our Nature, which he aſſumed in his being born of 
a Woman, he placed above the Heavens at the right hand 
of God. From thence he (hail come to judge the quick 
and dean, He ſhall come to judgment in that very Brdy in 
which he aſcended to Heaven. And ſhall judge Chriſtians, 


and 
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end Pagans, juſt men, and finners, faithful aud ungodly. 
K believe a!ſo in the Yoly Ghoſt : We mult believe, as 
in the Father, ſo tn the Son, and in the Holy Ghoſt. For he 
that ſhall not believe in but one Perſon of the Trinity, it 
wil not profit him to believe in the two others. 
iy Catholic Church, We muſt believe the Churc 
tn the Church : becauſe the Church is not God,but the Houſe 
of God. It is called Catholic, becauſe diffuſed thro the 
whole World : whereas heretical Churches are not called Ca- 
tholic, becauſe contained in their ſeveral Provinces : But 
the Church is ſpread abroad in the ſplendor of one Faith 
from the riſing to the ſetting of the Sun. Fhe Commy- 
n1on of Saints: viz. departed hence in the ſame Faith 
with us : with whom we enjoy a communion of Society,and 
Hope. Therimiſſion of ſins: viz. 2x Baptiſm. The 
reſurrection ot this Fleſh t viz. which we bear about us,. 
from a mortal to an immortal ſtate by the re-union of the 
Soul. And the life ctrrnal which we ſhall attain unto by 
this Faith. Of which Creed he thus concludes : This 
Symbol, which is thus inſinuated into the Competents by the 
Scriptures and Sezrmons Ecclehaſtical,is in this ſhort Form 
to be confeſſed and profeſſed by the Faithful. 

$ 15. Thus then, as we Hwa: in theſe Breviaries the $ '& 
entire and uniform ſum of the Primitive Faith,ſo by the 
identity of it in ſo very diſtant ſeveral Countrys from 
the moſt Eaſtern ro the moſt Weſtern, and the Sou- 
thern to the moſt Northern parts of the Roman Empire, 
we have the-certain Teſt for the Fundamental Univer- 
ality of our Faith (/) defined by the Judicious Yincen- (/) rincer.L 
tius Lirinenfis : uod ſemper, quod ubijus, quod ab omnj- Commonir. 1. 
bus. That is: That which is acknowledged as the Faith _ A 
entirely conſtitutive of Chriſtianity in all Ages, inall 
Chriſtian places, by all Chriſtian perſons whatſoever, 
continuing in the Unity of the Catholic Church, mult 
be Catholic: which is moſt certainly true of the Faith 


COR- 


mot 
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contained in the forecired Creeds,but cannot be proved, 
vr with any colour pretended of the additional Articles 
in the 7ridentine Confeſſion , the preſent Model of the 
Roman Faith. So that ſince we can derive our Succel- 
ſion of Biſhops with this Faith from the Apoſtles,l won- 
der how ir can be affirmed, That there is no Church a- 
mong us, in the Faich whereof Salvation may be had. 
Perhaps it will be faid, That this Faith is ſufficient for 
Baptiſm, and fo for Salvation, in caſe no fins follow 
expoſing us a new to God's Judgment, but not ſufficient 
to the maturity of a Chriſtian,and the Communion of 
Chriſt's Body and Blood. Burt to this I ſhall anſiver , 
That in ancient Ages in very many Churches they gave 
the Euchariſt to Infants, and becauſe this will be con- 
demned for an irregularity, becauſe not abſolutely uni- 
verſal,and primo-primirtive, and now long ſince diſuſed, 
I will alledge, that ic was the Primitive uſage of the 
Church to tranſmit rhe baptized Profelytes from the 

(-) Jufin, Mart. Baptiſterics to rhe Alrar, upon this (7) Apottolic Con- 
Apolog-  feffion of Faith neceſfary to Baptiſm. We, ſaith $ Ju- 
ftin, after we have thus baptized him that is perſwaded , 

and conſenteth to our Faith, bring him to thoſe whom we call 

Brethren, where they are gathered together, making com- 

mon Prayers, both for themſelves, and for him that is 

thus illuminated, and all others, &c. And Prayers being 

ended, we ſalute each other. After this, Bread and a 

Chalice of Water and Wine is preſented to the Preſident of 

the Brethren, and he receiving it, giveth praiſe and g/ory 

* toGod the Father of all things, thr6 the Name of his Sox 

and of the Holy Spirit : And maketh a large Than ſgiv- 

ing for that God vouchſafes us theſe Bleſſings. Then 

after the Benedifion of the Biſhop, and the Popular Ac. 

clamation of Amen, our Deacons diſtribute to every one 

preſent to partake of the conſecrated Bread, Wine, and 

Water : and carry it to thoſe that are abſent : which Food 

is 


"F< 
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is called by us the Euchariſt : of which it is not lawful 
for any one to partake, but only him that believeth thoſe 
things true which are taught by us, (viz. tothe Catechu- 
mens, for to other rines none were admitted be- 
fore Baptiſm) and is baptized unto remiſſion of fins, and 
regeneration, and liveth ſo as Chriſt hath delivered. By 
which it is manifeſt, that the Euchariſt being admini- 
ftred to all the Congregation, in which the new bap- 
—_—— was preſent, every ſuch Neophyte was ad- 
mitred to Baptiſm, and immediately thereupon to the 
Euchariſt, upon the Confeſſion of the Creed Apoſtolic 
at his Baptiſm. Or if this will not farisfie againſt the 
Innovations at 7rent, let the Roman Advocates pro- 
duce any other Confeſſion of Faith in any the Primitive 
Records, which the adult Chriſtians uſed in their Lirur- 
gies, expreſſing their ſupernumerary Determinations be- 
yond theſe Primitive Creeds, and then they will fay 
ſomething worth Conſideration and Deference. 

$ 16. In the next place then we ſhall conſider the de- 
{cent of this univerſal uniformity of Faith by certain 
and indubitable methods of Tradition, both Oral and 


Practical. Firſt then (#) Exſebins Pamphilus in his Con- ch Euſcb. apud 
telſion of Faith (in his Epiſtle ro his Ceſareans) exhibi- ———— 


red before the Emperour Conſtantine the Great, at the 
Council of Nicea, prefaceth of it thus: As we have 
received from the Biſhops that were before us, and in our 
being catechized, and in our Baptiſm , and as we have 
learned from the Divine Scriptures, and as we have be. 
lieved and taught, both in our Presbyterate, and Epiſco- 
pacy, &c. So that hereby we - find , That every 
Biſhop and Presbyter were by their Doctoral duty to 
profeſs, reach, and propagate the Summary of their 
Chriſtian Faith publickly in their Congregations : And 


all Catechiſts,that had the preparative Inſtitution of Ca- (., 2,0. a. 
techumens, taught it (x) with ſome other Inſtructions po1..zc.38. 
D 


allo 
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alſo out of the Scriptures, and all Competents at their 
Bapriſm confeſſed that Faith themſelves, which at the 
ſame time was. profeſſed,taught,and demanded of rhem 
by their Biſhops, &c. Which being done by the Biſhops, 
and Clergy, and People, in all theſe, and other, either 
common, or {everally reſpeQtive Liturgics, throughout 
the whole Catholic Church, conſtantly ar all occaſions 
in God's Service, maintained an uniform Succeſſion in 
all Churches of the World. For thus in the very ſtru- 
Qture of the Churches Catholic Unity there was laid a 
Method of Conveyance and Security for the Univerſal 
and Uniform Tradition of the Faith. The Eaity are 
to be inſtiruted by the ſeveral Orders of the Clergy, 


but all eminently by the Biſhop, in the ſame Form of - *' 


Faith, and in all theſe Principles, accounts of all mens 
Conformity, both in Confeſſion and Doctrine, were to - 
be returned to the Biſhop, to receive either his appro- 
bation, or corretion. And that this Uniformity might 
be propagared, not only in one ſingle Dioceſe or Pro- 
vince, bur in all others in the World , while the union 
of the Catholic Church continued inviolate , cach 
Church or Province always took care to Synodize,and 
at the eleion of their Biſhops, as alſo on other emer; 

ent occaſions, by their emnauaie cwviud]e, their Epir 

olical Correſpondencies, to give account of the Faith 
of their Biſhops, to prevent, or repreſs any doubt or 
jealouſie. So that if any Innovations were attempted 
by any Biſhop, or any interiour Order of the Clergy 
or Laity, to a degree of Error or Inſolence greater than 
their particular Biſhops could repreſs in their People, or 
the or People reclaim in their innovating Biſhop, 
then all the Churches of the World, or at lcaſt the 
adjacent, or communicable World, were ſent to by the 
offended and ſound part of the diſordered Church , to 
give their Suffrage for the Faith, and to exclude the In- 


novators, 
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novators,not recanting from one end of the Earth un- 


to the other: Which Polity, as it hath its precedent Ex- 
amples in the Apoſtolical Epiſtles ſent by their Spiritual 


arcs, ſo is it by ( y) Alexander, | p of Alexan- ( __— 
«7 affirmed to be a duty founded in a Divine Obliga- ret 
tion. There being, faith he, a Command in the Divine pi. Epilt ap. 


Scriptures to keep the Bond of Unanimity and Peace, it ** ** Hitt 


fol/ows, that we ouzht to write and fignifie to each other 
the things which happen any where among us, that if auy one 
Member ſuſſer or rejoyce, we alſo may either ſuffer or re- 
Joyce together. So that, from all theſe ways of uniform 
propazation'of the Apoſtolic Faith throughout the Ca- 
tholic Body, it came to pals, that in all Ages of the 
Church, every Chriſtian that doth but know into what 
he was baptized, if asked by any Pagan in all or any 
parts of the World, can and will uniformly recite to him 
the ſame equal Articles of the ſame Creed Apoſtolick. 
So that our knowledge of the Catholiciſm of our Faith 
depends not on any particular Infallibility of any one 
particular Pope, or any General Council, by virtue of 
a particular Grace inſpiring them with an eſpecial unde- 
ceivable Illumination, bur the univerſal uniformity of 
Confeſſion both by Clergy and Laity deſcending 

the firſt Ages of Chriſtianity. Infomuch that what a 
learned Friend, to whom I ſent theſe Notes for cenſure 
and correction ſuggeſted, is very remarkable, That the 


Laity fo well underſtood their Faith, that many times 


they by their Sagacity difcerned the ſly Inſinuations of 
Error in the Sermons of their unſound and heretical 
Biſhops, and ſo occaſioned them to be condemned by 
Synodical Sentences; and thro the radicated ſenſe of 
Faith would neyer be brought to any the Alterations 
made by any corrupt Councils, nor could ever reſt un- 
der their Prevarications , till che Primitive Faith reco- 
vered, and yacatcd all thoſe Synodical Preyaricatiass, 
D z a; 


6s 
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as may be ſeen in all the Aria» Hiſtory, and particu. 
larly the relation given, of the vulgar Sagacity and Zeal 
ro dere@ and repreſs that Hereſie, in S. //ierome againſt 
the Luciferians, whether | refer the Reader. 

$ 17. But as the Catholiciſm of our Faith depends 
on no particular infallible Authority of any particular 
Pope, or any ſingle General Council, fo neither doth 
the Evidence of its Divinity ſtand therein. For the 
Church receives this Faith as fundamentally principal in 
Chriſtianity, and of Divine Inſtitution and Revelation, 
not on the Teſtimony mcerly of the continually ſucce(- 
ſive Popes, or General Councils ſeldom called; bur cach 
Country,where the Apoſtles in their Diſperſions taught, 
received this Symbol of Chriſtianity, as a perpetual De- 
poſitum and Form of ſound Words,and as the Correſpon- 
dences and Intercourſes of Nations; and by conſequence 
Chriſtians and Chriſtian Churches, muſt needs give a + 
a mutual knowledge of their Aﬀairs, as well in Chri- 
ſtianity itſelf, as in other Concernments; fo by this it 
was found by all Nations, that their ſeveral Founders of 
Chriſtianity were all indued with Miracles , all lived 
the ſame Life,taught the ſame Rules in Morals and My- 
ſteries, uſed the fame Diſcipline, deſpiſed all the Va- 
nities and Enjoyments of this World , and endured all 
manner of Perſecutions and Martyrdoms on the account 
of their Doctrine with miraculous Meckneſs, Courage, 
and Charity, and all baptized and catechized in this 
Rule of Faith. And not only the Apoſtles, bur their 
Inferiour Miniſters and Diſciples, were in great and no- 
rorious numbers endued with miraculous Gifts on the 
Profellion of the ſame Faith and Name of Jeſus, That to 
one man was given by the Spirit the Word of Wiſdom, 
to another the Word of Knowledge, to anther the Gifts 
of Healing, to another working of Miracles, to another 
P wphecy,to another diſcerning of Spirits,to another divers 


T ongae's, 
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Tongues, to another interpretations of Tongues,&tc. 1 Cor. 
12. Sothatascach Apoſtles firſt Proſelyres did believe 
on their ſingle Divine Teſtimony, fo afterward they 
were confirmed in that Faith, by find; the ſame com- 
municated by other Apoſtles in the like miraculous 
mo to all other Nations, and now" of = 
Holy Spirit every where crownin lorifying thi 
their Univerſal Faith And 25 this did | _ a- 
tisfic the firſt Converts, ſo the unanimity and ———_— 
dence of the Chriſtians in all the World, fo juſtified vi- 
ſibly in the ſight of the Heathens by the miraculous 
Lite, Gifts, Actions, and Sufferings of Chriſt, his A 
{tles, and Miniſters, Confeſſours , Martyrs, and 
Saints in the firſt foundation and continuance of Chri- 
ſtianity overall the hoſpitableWorld,amazed and ſtrong- 
ly convinced Mankind of the Divinity of this Plantation 
by Divine Teſtimonies, and by conſequence that the 
Foundations and Principles thereof mult be from Divine 
Tradition : which was the firſt thing believed by every 
Proſelyre in the firſt Ages, in order to his toral Conver- 
ſion. And bcing ſo far perlwaded,his next buſineſs was 
to enquire, what were the fundamental Principles of 
this Profeſſion , and ſo could uniformly find the ſame 
Points of Faith acknowledged by all Doors, and Dil- 
ciples, Workers of Miraclcs, Prophets, Conteſlors, and 7 
all Chriſtians whatſoever in the whole Oecumenical cir- 
cumference. So God proving the Church in thoſe firſt 
Ages to be his Plantation,thole, that believed this,muſt 
needs reccive the univerſal and uniform acknowledg- 
ment of its fundamental Faith , into which ir invited 
all men ro be baprizced to the enjoyment of the ſame 
Graces and Gifts, rcfolving todye magnanimouſly for 
that bleſſed Name of Jeſus, and confounding all Gain- 
{ayers with the ſame Confidence, Faith, and Spirit; it 
being impoſlible ro conceive, that God ſhould _—_ 
me 
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mend 2n Univerſal Impoſture by his Teſtimony from 

Heaven. And nor only fo, but alſo the unaccountable 
andſ{peedy Conqueſt thar this Chriſtianiry made over 

all the World,where and whenſoever it came, againſt all 

natural rendencies, without any natural Wiſdom, with- 

out any worldly Power, again(t all imaginable Difficul- 

ties and Oppoſitions, makes it evident, that God ſup- 

it, and is to us one Teſtimony of irs Divinity. 

(z) Euſeb.Dem. For fo (z) Euſebins Pamphilus fairly acknowledgeth : 7 
Erang-l. $6: ;vdeed, faith he, candidly examining the Word , find no 
perſwafrve force in' it, nothing grave, wr creditable, no 

nor credible, no not ſo much as ts perſwade ary one Idiot. 

But then conſidering on the other hand the power of it , 

what infinite multitudes it hath convinced , and how infi- 

nitely numerous Churches have been founded by thoſe ride 

and contemptible Diſciples of Jeſus, not in Vlind and ob-+ 

ſeure places, but in the moſt magnificent Cities] mean the 

Imperial Rome,and Alexandria,and Antioch,and through- 

out all Egypt, and Libya, Europe, and Aſia,and in Vil- 

lages, Countrys, and alt ſorts of Nations, 1 am of neceſſity 

forced to recur to examine the cauſe hereof, and to confeſs 

. that they could never otherwiſe bave compaſſed their Vn- 
dertaking, than by a more Divine Power, and a Coopera- 

tion more than Human. I cannot forbear to add hereunto 

the account given of the prevalency of Chriſtianity by 

(s) ChryſHom.(a) S. Fohn Chryſoſtom, whereby the Faith of it may be 
75.in Maith.<: rroved Divine, not only by the ſingle Authority of one 
af Biſhop of Rome,bur the univerſal ſenſe of Mankind from 
the firſt of Chriſtianity, even to the end of the 

World. Apoſtles, ſaith he,preached in thoſe times, 

when all the Jews were moſt exquiſitely perſecuted , and 

watched as wicked and editions ; when Cxfar had alrea- 

dy ordered them to be every where exterminated : neither 

was the caſe otherwiſe, than as if , when the Seas every 
way ariſe and the Air is covered with darkneſSwhen 5/i | 

after 
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ter Ship often periſheth in ſbipwrack, when a@ the Mark 
_ that ps SE dearee amonz themſelves , when Mon- 


& /ters ariſe out of the Deep, and together with the Waves 


ſnatch off the Sailers, when Thunderbolts are darted,Pys 
rates picqueer , the Mariners are faithleſs, ignorant of 
guiding the Ship, and fight one againſt the other in a Na- 
val Battel : When a waſt and well-furniſhed Fleet ſhall 
fall on them that are in one little Veſſel, and that poorly 
tackled, one ſhould command this little wretched Bark to 
bear up againſt that migh Navy, and promiſe vittory a- 
gainſt it. For the Apoſtles were hated by the Heathens 
as Fews,and were ſharply perſecuted by the Jews as break- 
ers of their Law: So + _— [i where reſt , = Pre- 
cipices were on every fide, and ſharp Craggs and Cliffs 
Bren direttly hs them, and hidden Rocks lay under 
them, and in Cities, Countries, and Fuſes, all and every 
Perſon ſet upon them, Emperors, Princes, private Men, 
and Magiſtrates, all Nations,and all People. —— For the 
Roman Empire chaſed the Jews, becauſe they projeted in- 
finite Trepans againſt them, and yet all this without any 
* detriment to the Goſpel : but when the City was taken and 
3 Bburnt,and the Inhabitants miſerably afflifted, the Apoſtles, 
* who had fled thence, gave Law and new Precepts of _ 
| even to the very Romans. againſt their wills. A wonder 
not heard of in Nature. The Romans then conquered and 
captivated innumerable thouſands of Jews, and are yet 0 
vercome themſelves by twelve naked and unarmed men. 
What. Oration can expreſs the greatneſs of ſuch a Miracle. 
For theſe two things are neceſſary to be in all Teachers, 
That they have a ſtrong Authority,and be beloved of their 
Hearers ; and a ;hird thing, That thoſe things which are- 
[poken,pleaſe the hearerand in a time of quiet ; to which 
all things were contrary at the era. / the Apoſtles: 
For they had no creditable Authority, and thoſe that had, 
uſed it to ſeduce men from the love of the Apoſtles, or 

how- 
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however did obſtrut their Converſation with them.So they 
are every where driven out by their Nation, Country,and 
Laws. And beſide, there ſeemed great hardneſs in the 
Apoſtles P recepts. and alſo great þ eaſure in that former 
Life from which they drew men. And further both they 
and all that followed them, were ſubjeft to many dangers, 
and various and cruel deaths : And moreover ,the Tumults 
and Troubles of Wars made the whole Tranſation ſo diff 
cult, that if nothing elſe had reſiſted it, it might eafily 
be by theſe only fruſtrated. Which akrratin , how 
great an Attempt it was, and how much it exceeds Hu- 
man Power, that you may perceive : Suppoſe one hated 
perſon to enter, not into Nations, nor People, but onl 
one Houſe, that he may divide the Cohabitants, pluck a- 
ſunder and raviſh the nw Fong his Children Children 
from their Mother, the Husband from his deareſt Wife , 
and you ſhall ſee him torn in pieces,ere he can ſo much as 
mumble, or open his Mouth. But if the man ſhall appear 
contemptible, and yet enjoyn them hard duties,to forſake 
their oO far a Philoſophic Severity, and for this this 
one man ſhall contend againit many, will he not be ſtoned 
ere he come to the Gate > That therefore which is impoſſt- 
Ble to perform in one Flouſe, that did Chriſt by his Diſci- 
ples, thro Precipices, Fires, Craggs, Rocks, aud Wars ra- 
ging by Sea an Land, &c. Thus then, while Chriſti- 
anity ſtruggled againſt all the Powers of this World, 
and all imaginable Perſecutions without any Secular A(: 
ſtance, and continually gr ons upon all the Op- 
poſitions, and converted at laſt the Imperial Powers to 
eſpoule it, it was manifeſt to all the World, and the 
conquered daily acknowledged, that the Hand of God 
was in the propagation of it. And the final Triumphs 
of Chriſtian Piety, and the univerſal Poſſeſſion which 
the Faith once had, and in great meaſure hath through- 

out the World,notwithſtanding its oppoſition and con- 
| tempt 


Of the Tradition of Cat 
rempt of all worldly Intereſt, Pogver, Wiſdom, and In- 
clinarions, is a Divine demonſtrati6n hat it was not of 
Human Counſel, ſince nothing can 
in Naturals contrary to its ſelf;and in Morals,no Aﬀecti- 
on or Inclination will promote what is deſtrudtive of 
its ſelf. So that had we no Hiſtories, Heathen or Ec- 
cleſiaſtical, no Apologies or Epiſtles of the Fathers, li- 
ving in thoſe firſt years of Gentile and Jewiſh Perſecuti- 
ons, diſcovering unto us the riſe, growth, and propa- 
gation of Chriſtianity, yet would it appear conſonant 
to natural Reaſon, that that Religion, that requires us on 
pain of damnation not to reſiſt che very Heathen Secu- 
lar Power, and anathematizeth thoſe that ſpeak evil of 
Digniries, could not be brought upon the World by 
the Sword or Rebellion : and that being alien from,and 
deſtructive of all Natural Wiſdom, Counſels, and Incli- 
nations, and in irs Myſteries ſuperiour to the Natural 
Senſes and Apprehenſions of Mankind, could not be in- 
troduced by Mortal deſign : and then ir being apparent- 
ly good, heroically excellent, and vertuous, even to the 
actual amazement and admiration of every conſidering 
Mind, muſt be deduced from a Divine Original. We 
then that have ſuch a proleptic Motive to believe the Di- 
vinity of our Corporation, having beſide in many mo- 
menrous Matters the Teſtimonies of our bitter Enemies 
the Hearhens,and tor our full fatisfation our own An- 
riquities, Annals, Laws, and Records, as other Bodies 
Politic have, in the Scriptures, Hiſtories, Writings, E- 
piſtles,and Apologies of our Farhers,defining our Faith, 
as well as all the State and Duries of Chriſtianity, are 
abundantly ſecured in the Tradition of our Faith by the 
univerſal and uniform deſcent of it in vocal Protcilions, 
and in Symbolical Rires, and all the vital Offices of the 
Churches Union, Succeſiion, and Enlargement, and are 
not Jett to the miſerable danger of one mans 
and Arbitration. E s 18, 
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$ 18, Y o Ando theſe vocal mb the ay rn 
ith were {o diligently continued, fo were the very 
Sacraments and Rituals. of the Primitive Church, de- 
ſcending. from the Praftical Traditions of the Ages A- 
poltolic, fitted, not only for Moral Decency, bur Me- 
(+,31{.a4 4»- morials. and Indications of Chriſtian Faith.and (þ) rhere- 
thilech27. fore, by S. Baſil, in a great Elogy made of equal uſe or 
force with written Rulcs in order unto Picty .Which,faith 

he, no man, that is but wow 4 experienced in Eccle- 
fraſtical affairs, will contradiit : For my the unvritien Cu- 

- ſtoms be rejetted by us, as not having much m ment, we 
ſhall imprudently condemn thoſe things, which in the Goſpel 

are accounted nece(ſary to Salvation : nay we ſhall contratt 

the wery, preaching of Faith to a meer name. As firſt,to 
mention the moſt common Rite, Who taught us in writirg 

that we ſhould fign them with the ſign of the Croſs,vho have 
placed their hope in Chrilt > That we ſhould pray with our 

faces toward the Eaſt, what Scripture hath inſtru 'ted us? 

The words of Invocation when the Bread of the Fuchariſt, 

and the Cup of Bleſſing is ſhewn, which of the Saints left 

us in writing * For we are not content with what the Apo- 

(le, or the Goſpel! mentions, but we add other ſayings be- 

fore and after, as having much moment to the Myjtery , 
which without Scripture we have received from Tradition. 

We conſecrate alſo the Water of Baptiſm, and the Oyl of 
©ndlion, as him alſo that receives it , but out of what 
Scriptures > And who indeed taught from any Writing the 

very inuntlion of the Oyl > Moreover, that in Baptiſm a 

max ſhould be thrice immerſed, whence was it delivered 2 

Alſo the reft of things which are done in Baptiſm, as to 
renounce to Satan and his Angels,from what Scripture have 

we 2 Is it not from this ſecret Tradition 2 Js it not from 

that Dottrine which our Fathers kept in ſilence from cu- 

rious and idle perſons >—— They , who in the beginnings 

of the Church preſcribed certain Rites, the Apoſtles and 
Fathers, 
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Fathers, preſerved the dignity of their Myſteries with ſe- 

crefie and filence. For this — weed look to the Eaſt when 

we pray : but few of us know thaii bn ſo doing we myſti- 
' cally look to, and defire our old Country Paradiſe which 

God placed in Eden to the Eaſtward. In the firſt day of 

the week we pray ſtanding upright, but all of us know not 

the reaſon : For while we pray ſtanding , we do not only 
advertiſe our ſelves, that as we are raiſed together with 

Chriſt, we ought to ſeek thoſe things that are above, but al- 

fo that this day ſeemeth in ſome manner an Image of the 

World to come. So the whole time from Eaſter to Pen- (5) Gn, Mk 


42.2. 
tecolt remindeth us of our Reſurretion, which we expett in (4) Meer 


the future World. Moreover,as often as we kneel and FritiTrad.s, 
riſe again, by that geſture we ſhew, that by reaſon of fin (FClemPadag 
we 7 to the Earth, and by the Mercy of him that created \3.c.11. 
ws we are reſtored unto Heaven. Thus S. Clemens Alex- AI 

andrinus gives the Myſtery (c) of diluting the Wine in (,) gs 
the Euchariſt, as a Symbol of _y the Spirit of God ibid. 'Ewe! 8 


with Man. And S. Hlierome very admirably | makes ir —_— _ 
to.be a (4) Memorial of the Warerand Blood flowing out 1:3), gan 
of our Lord's fide : and that it is a ſign, that the Na- 2 9s 5 
tions, being often in Scripture typified by Waters, ſhall Jy; >4uler 

be incorporated into Chriſt by his Blood. Thus the 7 7765" da- 
Ring(e) in Marriage was of old an Emblem of the: Wifes $5,7,7.5.,. 

Oecconomical care. "The (f } three fer hours of Public #,u{ws «ri- 
Licurgy, the Third Sixth,and Ninth (with us the Ninth, 174 27<nes 
Tweltth, and Third in the Afternoon) are for an hono- on none Abs 

rary Devotion-in reſpect of the Trinity. Thus praying 77 2ts."ONu 
coward (g) the Eaſt is in a typical obſervation of zhe #174. *1;. 
light of the Sun of Rightcouſnel(s, and in- oppoſitionto a tum t- 
the aſpe&t of Heathen Idals. . So:alto the:Holy kils-in 1 # <1 

the ſame Clemens his ſen(e'is myſtical, as is atio the co- 72m 3- 


vering of Women becauſe of the Angels, and the. unco- 54441 7256 
vering of a Man's had. in: token-of bis Dominiqn,/&c. ©9277 


So. that| theſe Rites of the Church were figurative Tra- xo]. 
E 2 ditions 
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ditions in Chriſtianity of irs Faith, Myſteries, and Mo- 
rals, which ſurely oaght not to be fanarically deſpiſed 
for thoſe Divine and Excellent uſes for which they were 
derived from the times Apoſtolical, being concurrent 
Preſervatives of our Chriſtian Principles, Not that 1 
think them all eſſential ro Religion, and ſo abſolutely 
neceſſary to be eternally obſerved againſt all difficulties 
and oppoſitions, (for no doubr it is not only lawfu],but 
expedient to omit any Accidental or Figurative Ufage to 
avoid a greater Evil, as Superſtition, or any other dan- 
Scandal ariſing from the Weakneſs and inſupe- 
rable Prejudiccs of Chriſtian People) but very honora- 
ry for their Antiquity, Significancy, an.l Decency,and, 
were there no Prejudices, expedient to afſimilate us to 
the Primitive Church. Which conſuerudinary Apoſto- 
lical Traditions deſcended to the Church Catholic,not 
by the alone Preſcription of the Roman See (as appears 
from thedifference of other Primitive Uſages about the 
Paſchal Feaſt in Afa from the Tradition of S. John the 
—_— from that of Rome) but in each Country 
wW the ſtles and their Miniſters founded the 
Churches,theſe Apoſtolical Rires did originally deſcend 
from their Inſtitution, ſome of which were univerſally 
uniform, and others various, but all uſeful, comely, 
and ſymbolical of Chriſtian Veiries. 
$ 19. Theſecond Claſlis of Catholic Dodtrines, are 
fuch as were by Education inſtilled into Perſons intend- 
ed for the Doctoral Charge, as fundamentally and u- 
niverſally neceſſary to that qualification. (See s 6.) For 
inthe firſt Ages the Candidates of Theology were not, 
as they are now in Erg/and and molt orher Countries, 
irregularly left ro what method of Divine Studies they 
ed art all adventure, bur were under the Care of 
ſhops and Doctors. conſtiruted to that purpoſe to 
wanſ{mit to them thoſe Theological Principles,that rhey 
< had. 


wa 
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had alſo in like manner received from their Dectors 
backward even to the Apoſtles. Which praQtice having 
been long obſolete and forgotten, we are now left only 
to the Scriptures, and the golden Remains of our Fa- 
thers, to find out thoſe Doctoral Principles, of which 
we cannot be aſſured without the Scriptures and the 
Primitive Fathers by the moſt Sacred Pope or ;Council 
that can be called, bur may atrain them without either 
Pope or Council, by a devout and impartial Soul, and 
by a diligent ſtudy and examination of thoſe Primitive 
and Divineſt Records. * 

$ 20. Now becauſe Hereſie conſiſts not only in a bare 
denying the plain Articles of our Creed,or the Precepts 
of our Morality and Sacraments, which is rather —_- 
ſtaſie than Hereſie, bur alſo in depraving or oppoſing 
theſe Doctoral Principles cither rely or openly, let us 
conſider what ways of Preſcription they had in the 
Primitive times before the Arian Confuſions againſt all 
Aeretics whatſoever, not only from the Popular,but al 
ſo theſe Doctoral Traditions. S.[renens then thus pre- 


F 20. 


| {cribeth (4) againſt all Hereſies. Every man, faith. he, (6) iven.2dr;. 


that is willing to hear and underſtand, may perceive the =: 
Tradition of the Apoſtles manifeſted in every Church, 
and we can reckon them that have been ordained Biſhops 
in the Churches by the Apoſtles,and the Succeſſors of rhoſe Bi- 
ſhops even unto us, who neither taught, nor knew theſe he- 
retical Fooleries. For if the Apoſtles had kno:vn hiddex 
Myſteries, which they taught the perfett ſeparately and 
ſecretly from the reff, they would moſt chiefly have deli 
vered them to thoſe to whom they committed their very 


Churches. For they would have them to be very perfett 
and faultleſs whom they left for their Succeſſors delruering 
them the place of their own Precedency ; from whom lt-- 
wing, blameleſs great benefit would redound, but lin 
therwiſe , great calamity.. But becauſe 'tis wery 


q 
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in ſuch a "Volume to reckon up all the Succefſhons of all 

Churches, by ſhewing the Apoſtolic Tradition of the great- 

eſt, moſt ancient, and celebrious Church of Rome, founded 

and conftituted by the two moſt glorious Apoſtles, Peter and 

Pavl, and its Faith deſcending even unto us by the Suc- 

cefſion of her Biſhops, we confound all Innovations. For 

(i) Propter po. £0 this Church, (i) becauſe of the more powerful Principa- 
remtiorem prin- lity, it is neceſſary that every Church convene, that is, all 
” gn the Faithful all around it, or from all Parts : in which 
comvenireEccle- City or Church the Tradition Apoſtolical hath been pre- 
fam, hoc ef. ſerved by thoſy of all Parts there convened. This famous 
| -«; paſſage of 'S. Ireneus will here ingage me to adiligent 
ſemper ab bs and impartial diſcuſſion, becauſe, as it illuſtrates a pri- 
gu ſunt un"'?; mitive Form of —__ Carholic and Traditional Do- 


da wg Arines,ſo is it challenged tor the Omni-regency of the 


Apeſtols Tr3- Roman Church by thoſe of her Communion. To our 
purpoſe then S. /reneus avers, That it was a proper 
Argument againſt all Heretics to reckon up the Succe(: 
ſions of Biſhops in all the Sces Apoſtolic from the A- 
poo downward to his days, in which every Biſhop 


#1120, 


fively raught the Catholic Faich and Doctrine 
without any of thoſe Hererical Mixtures and Innovari- 
ons : Which alſo he ſhould have done, had it nor been 
a Task too long for the deſigned brevity of his Volume. 
So that the Succeſſional Tradition of Faith and DoQrine 
in all Apoſtolic Sees, was in it (elt a good Preſcription 
againſt Hererics, and not only that of Rome. Bur then 
for brevitics ſake he faith, the very alledging of the 
Romiſh Succeſſion of Biſhops from $S. Peter and Paul 
their Founders, and the uniform deſcent of their Faith, 
being it was the moſt known, and moſt celebrious 
Church of all,and had the greateſt confluence from the 
whoke Catholic Body, would be ſufficient to convince 
Heretics, inſtead of the larger trouble of running thrd 
all the Succeſſions of all the Sees Apoſtolick : ſince to 


the 
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the Church of Rome, by reaſon of the more powerful 
Principalicy,the faithful,as well as orhers, from all places 
did convene, who being there, did therein preſerve the 
Apoſtolic Tradition of Faith, which they had been bap- 
rized into in their ſeveral domeſtic Churches t 
the Roman Empire. Where the Citation of the Roman 
Tradition by the deſcent of their Biſhops had a more 
certain Token of its Univerſality, than th2 Tradition of 
any other ſingle Church, becauſe to this Imperial City 
people came, dwelt, and ſojourned from all that Impe- 
rial World,and thence alſo from all the Churches there- 

of. Now the Faithful,coming thither from all quarters, 

JS w:re to communicate with the Biſhop in the Eccleſiaſti- 

3 cal Conventions, &c. in the place where they ſojourn- 
3 cd or ſittled, if he retained the Catholic Principles: 
$ wirhourt addition, diminution, or depravation. And 
$ thiir Communion with him univerſally and unanimouſ- 
ly withour exception, was an univerlal Teſtimony to 
# all che World that he did retain the whole pure Sub- 

ſtance of Chriſtianity. So that the credir of the Romiſh: 

radition above others in thoſe Primitive days, depend- 

&d on no inherent Gift in that Biſhop or Biſhopric above 
prhers, bur the more public Teſtimony thar it had from 
all the Faithful, who from all parts of the World-were 
cceſſitated to have recourſe thirher, and fo to ſee and 

Kcſtifie the ſoundneſs of the Roman Traditions, and to: 
Juſtific it ro all theWorld by their univerſal Communion 

Avich the Biſhop of Rome, and their credential Cerrifi- 

Faces to their reſpective Churches of their ſeveral Coun- 

es.So that having ſuch an univerſal Teſtimony from: 

23! Chriſtian ſtrangers at Rome to the ſeveral Churches 
Fom whence they went thither, char is;at leaſt the whole 
Snpcrial World, the citing of the Roman Tradition, ſo- 

niverfally atteſted ro be conformable to the Catholic, 

Fas cnough to confound Heretics,. as long as it conti- 

n 
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nued ſo without alteration under the like univerſal 
Teſtimony and Acknowledgment of all Churches from 
the uniform Report of their Members reſiding at Rome 
in manifeſt Communion with its Biſhop. Bur alas! th6 
I wiſh that See had ſtill the like Authentic Teſtimony 
for its unaltcred integriry, yet in truth it hath been long 
ſince for many Ages loſt and periſhed : ſo that that 
which was an irrefragable Argument in S. [reneus's 
days forthe Romiſh Integrity, and much longer,is now 
impertinent and unapplicable to the preſent ſtate of 
Rome, and all the Traditions called in queſtion by our 
Church. For the Empire being broken into many King- 
doms, and States, and Principalities, People arc nor 
compelled from all parts, as heretofore, to go thither , 
and thoſe that do go,do not all unanimouſly ſee,judge, 
and teſtifie by Acts, and Words, and Writings, that all 
the Traditional Dodctrines of the preſent Roman 
Church are no other, or more than what are uniformly 
received in all the diſperſions of the Church Catholic : 
or if they did, yet becauſe it is maniteſt from the cer- 
tain Remains ot the primeſt Antiquity,that this Church 
now protetſeth ſeveral Traditions of Faith as neceſſary 
to Salvation beyond what was primitiveiy received,and 
profeſſed in the Creeds,and the uniform ſenſe of all the 
Fathers on them, this is ſufficient to vacate the Autho- 
rity of thele later Traditions. For it is not a preſent 
Univerſality of any later Ages alone, bur of the firſt 
Ages. from the beginning, that muſt prove a Tracition 
Primitive and Divine. To theſe Explications I know 
what will be replyed, That the more powerſul princi- 
pality is by S. /ren@us-aſcribed, not co the Ciry,bur the 
Church ot Kt me, the words being, Ad hanc enim f ccles 
flam, propter fotentiorem Princip.liiaiem, nece{ſe oft con- 
Venire omnem Feelefram, hoc eſt, ©0S, yur ſunt undiyu? fi- 
deles, &c. Burt not to mention thoſe infinite places, 

wherein 
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wherein that Church and Biſhop are magnified, 
they were Benidiris Pduns ,' the Church and” Biſhop 

that Imperial Ciry,l wilkbe content with that Inſtance, 
which a Right Reverend Father in God ſi ro me 
as a plain Explication of this place, that the Council 


of (4) Conſtantinople, called by Theedofras the Gteat, ad- (4) Ser-Ecc. 
vanced the _— of Conſtantinople next jn dignity HilLy.c.8. 


to that of Rome, becauſe it was dignified by Imperial - 
pleaſure with the ſtyle of New Reme, and was like O/d 
Rome the Imperial City of the Eaſtern part of that Em- 
pire. Bur further, if we underſtand the more powerful 
Principality to be that of the Church, not of the City, 
it will be falſe that hereupon every Church, that is, all 
the Faithful all around, or every where , ſhould come 
and preſent themſelves there : for th6 it might have 
been pleaded, rhat every Church was to come thither 
in its repreſentative Legates,. had not the Omnes fideles 
becn put in, yer now the Omnes fdeles, all the Faithful 
being private Chriſtians, and the interpretation of the 
omnis Eccleſia every Church, excludes rhis preterice of 
convening by Legares, and fo proves the Principality to 
belong ro the City, that drew thither all ſorts of people 
from all parts of -that Empire. And I ſhould rejoyceto 
ſe it well proved, that either the Legates, or Com- 
,munity of Chriſtians inthe Perfran, Indian, or Gotthiſh 
Empires, or Churches,cven while 7/philas had nor yer 
tinQtured the Gorrhs with any rouch of Arianiſm, were 
neceſſirared to come' to the Church of Rome. Burt in 
the mcan time to what purpoſe, here regarded by $ 7- 
rengus , ſhould even the Faithful within the Ro- 
man Empire generally convene on any Eccleſiaſtic Ne- 
ceſſitics to the See of Rome > For all that his Diſcourſe 
tends to,is the preſervation of the Apoſtolic Tradition at 
Rome,which ſurcly Rome will by her Advocates be plead- 
ed able ro maintain, without - confluence of Aliens nd 


C xt. 
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and ſo indeed all orher Churches, and all che Faithful in 


, could and can.retain, without popular recourſes 
thither, the Apoſtolic Tradicion into what they were 
baptized at home, and which they received from their 
own Buhops and Fathers, th6 they had originally deri- 
yed it from thence, which yet the Eaſtern Churcl!cs did 
not, ncr ſome of the Weſtern neither. 


y 21. Having thus by the way folyed this famous 


place of S. /rengus, brought for a Rule of Preſcription 
againſt Heretics, we ſhall examine a little further the 


force and efficacy of this primitive form of Preſcription, 


>) Ter. Przſc. which 1s more largely delineated by (1) Tertulian. We 
no ” *® therefore, laith he, diref this Preſcription : If the Lord 


Feſus ſent his Apoſtles to preach, then no other were to be 
received than thoſe whom he ordained. Now what they 
preached, that is, what Chriſt revealed to them, I will here 
preſcribe, muſt no other way be proved but by the ſame 
Churches which the Apoſtles founded , as firſt by their 
preaching, viva voce, ſo after by their Epiſtles. * If this 
be ſo, it is certain, that all, Doctrine which doth agree with 
thoſe Apoſtolical Churches, (the Parents and Originals of 
the Faith) is to be accounted true, as indubitably retain- 
ing what the Churches from the Apoſtles, the Apoſtles from 
Chriſt, and Chriſt received from the Father. But of o- 
ther Dottrine is to be rejefled as falſe on this prejudice , 


that it carries a contrariety to that Truth of the Churches, 


Apeſtles,Chriſt,and God. —— Thu determination will ſtand 


firm againſt all later Herefies, which have nothing certain 


wherem they can defend their Dodtrines for Truth. But if 
any Hereſies dare to challenge to themſelves the age 4 
ftolical, as if therefore they would ſeem to be delrvered by 
them, becauſe they had their being in their days ; we cau 
reply, Let them then produce the Originals of their Church- 
es: let them reckon the order of their Biſtops ſo runni 


down from the beginning by their Succe(/ions , that they 
firſt 


= 
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rſt Biſhop may have ſome one of the Apoſtles,or A 
ones rſevered abs, Apoſtles) for 
his Founder or Predeceſfer. For the Apoſtolical Churches 
do thus exhibit their Catalogues. As the Church of Smyr- 
na alledgeth that Polycarp was made her mY 2 S John. 
The Roman Church declareth Clemens to be ordained her 
Biſhop by S. Peter. And thus do other Churches exhibit 
others, whom they have received from the Apoſtles,as their 
— and Propagators of the Seed Eccleftaſtical , (i. e. 
Faith and Dottrine). Let Heretics invent ſuch a Proof 
for themſelves. After this manner alſo ſhall Heretics 
be challenged by thoſe Churches, which, tho they can pro- 
duce no Founder from the Apeſtles, or Apoſtolic Perſons, 
as being much later and ſtill continually founded , yet a- il 

ng if op F —$ 
greeing in the ſame Faith, are accountedno leſs Apoſtoli« 
cal (let the Romaniſts mark this) hrs the conſanguinity 
of their Doftrine. —— = Well then : thou that wilt more. 
uſefully exerciſe thy curioſity in the buſineſs of thy Salvati- 
on, run thro the Apoſtolical Churches, in which there are 
yet Biſhops prefiding in the very Chairs of the Apoſtles,in 
which their very authentic Letters are read, expreſing the 
* woice, and repreſenting the very face of each Apoſtle. Ts 
Achaia near thee > there thou haſt Corinth. If Macedo- 
nia be not far from thee, there thou haſt Philippi, and the 
Theſſalonians. If thou canſt reach to Aſia, there thou haſt 
Epheſus. f thou bordereſt on Italy, there thou haſt Rome: 
whence alſo we (viz.the African Churches ) have a ready au- 
thority,&c. And ſuch an inquiſitive Spirit had Hegehp: 
pus, who (m) tells us in his Commentaries , 7hat in bis (m) Hegefppa 
Travel unto Rome he converjed with very many Biſhops, pod Exſeb.Ecel. 
and received the ſame Dottrine from them all, as from Pri- "e334 
mus Biſhop of Corinth,and Anicetus Biſhop of Rome, and 
that in every Succeſſion in every City there was the ſame 
Dottrine, which the Law, the Prophets, and our Lord re- 
veal. And S. Bajil, in an Epiſtle to his infeted Neigh- 
F 2 boury 


n) Baſil Magn. R; "of. . 
ty _—_ Biſhop... We and you, ſai 


cal. 
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bouts at-Negceſarea, appeals unto the uniform Tradition 


of. all found. and unaltered Churches ih the World from 
their firſt Founders,and that firſt in the Church of Neo- 
cefarea ir (elf from S. Grego'y Thaumaturgus their firſt 

he, (») have the ſame Deftors 
of the. Myſteries. of God, which from the begining founded 
Jour Church, 1 mean that moſt illeſtrious Gregory ,and as 
many as from him have enjoyed the Epiſcopal Seat with you, 
who, arifing like Stars in- a ſucceſſrve Order, have always 
walked in the ſame ſteps. It had been more juſt to 


have. judged our Matters, not from one or two of thoſe that 


enter not with a right foot into the way of Truth, But from 
the.multitude of the Biſhops of the whole World, which are 
waited to' us in the Grace of Chriſt; Let the Piſidians be 
ſought unto, the&$ytaonians, Ifaurians, Phrygians, and 
thoſe of, each Armenia,and the neighbouring Macedonians, 
Achaians, Illyrians, Ganls, Spaniards, and a/ Italy, Sici- 
lians, Africans, and thoſe that are yet ſound in Egypt,and 
Syria,&s. By which we may ſee, that every See Apo- 
ſtolic, and all others united ro them in the ſame fun- 
damental Principles of Faith and Ecclcſiaſtic DoQtrine, 
are of the ſame Authority to preſcnibe againſt Heretics, 
and to-juſtific Canonical Truth, as is that of Reme, th 
this is in-ſome adyentitious Priviledges more ennobled 
than the others, of which I ſhall have occaſion to diſ- 
courſe hereafter. This was an happy way of preſcribing 
againſt Innovations in the firſt Ages, but hath not been 
able to —_— ſelf univerſally, or any where entire 
to ourdays, nor therefore can to the end of the World, 
becauſe the ſeveral defolations of Cities and Churches 
have deſtroyed theEccleGaſtic Diptychs,and the Records 
of the Epiſcopal Doctrines and Confeſſions. Inſomuch 
that the remembrance of this primitive Form of proving 
Catholic, Doctrines,lerves us now only to this purpole 


to aſſure us that every-part of the Church in the fir A- 


ges, 
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ages, that could derive irs Succeſſion of Biſhops and 
Faith, cicher mediatcly, or immediately,from the Apo- 
ſtles,was in a capacity to preſcribe againſt Heretics as 
well as Rome,and that the Roman Church was no more 
the Fountain of Catholic Tradition than any other 
Church founded by the Apoſtles. And yer the Provi- 
dence of God hath nor left us deſtitute of all means of 
{cribing from Catholic and Primitive Antiquity, bur 
ach preſcrved unto us the Scriptures,and the remaini 
Tra@tates, fiot only of the Latin, but alſo of the Gree 
Fathers,who had nor their deſcent from Rome, but their 
own peculiar = ——— from the A- 
ſtles, from which we may ſecurel cribe agai 
in later Innovations in the (Farr Ml yon rote mn; 
ty, which are all delivered in the Scriptures, -and col- 
lected into Creeds by the Fathers, as they had received © x5 
from the Apoſtles, with their harmonious Explications rr. 3. 'ae5 
of them as allo other Doctoral Myſteries received by the #** ddalh 
Primitive Fathers trom the Apoltles likewiſe.So that in he oe 
theſe we are not left to the helplels miſery of meer dia- 74 _mley2w 
ledtical velitations, which can never end the pertinacies __ #5 FG 
of religious Contentions, bur rhe Tradition of all our «7 me xa3- 
Principles,(o) tufficient ro the fatisfaQtion of all ſincere 27 9” 429m 
and fairhful Souls', is continued to the Church as an pow, 1.2” 
irrcfragable Bulwark againſt heretical Impoſtures;in the 75» init; &- 
Monuments of rhe Prophets, Apoſltles,and Doors, ſuc- = We 
cellively deſcending 1n all the parts of the World. adit: 
| $ 22, Andnow Sir, that you may ſee the advantage g ::. 
of our Form of Tradition from the unanimous ſuffrage 
of "all the extant Writings of rhe Primitive Fathers 
chroughour all che difperſions of the Greek or | Latin 
Churches ®*deſcending unro them not all from one only 
Apoſtle,bur from-rhem all, ſome in one City and Coun- 
try,and others in'orhbers,above any” Traditions depend- 
ing onthe Authority-and Teſtimony of one IP 
P 
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ſhop and his Succefſors as received from but one or two 
Apoſtles at moſt, and thoſe unknown to all the firſt A- 
ges, (which is the Caſe of the conteſted Romiſh Tradi- 
tions). I deſire you to weigh theſe Confſiderations:Firlt, 
Th6 cach ſingle Apoſtle by himſelt was not only a cer- 
tain Author of Faith, but all Fundamental and Doctoral 


Principles, yet when a diſſenſion aroſe againſt S. Paul 


and S. Barnabas from ſome Jews, that came down to 
them from Jeruſalem to Antioch, abour the neceſlity or 
no neceſſity of circumciſing the Gentiles,the whole A»n- 
tiochian Fraternity would not acquieſce,or at leaſt would 
not juſtifie themſelves with the meer Authority of thoſe 
two Apoſtles, but for the moſt plenary farisfaCtion, ei- 
ther to themſelves or others,ſent thoſe Apoſtles and o- 
ther Legates to the Colledge of all the Apoſtles and El- 
ders at Jeruſalem, to reſolve that Queſtion with a final 
unappealable Authority. So th6 their ſingle Authority 
was no ways meritorious of ſuſpicion , yet their uni- 


verſally concurrent Sentence was more eminently be- 


yond cavil.So then the joynt Tradition of the Apoſtles 
to all the World is more Majeſty than the ſeparate 
Tradition of one or two Apoſtles, eſpecially if private, 
and not communicated to a general Approbation : for 
that fallibiliry is natural ro every ſingle Man, if God 
doth not always forefend him againſt it : of which con- 
tinual Providence over every Apoſtle in all Doubts, all 
the weak and unexperi Chriſtians might not at the 
very firſt be ſecure or confident, whereas the unani- 
mousſenſe of them all muſt needs take off all jealouſie: 
and if this be ſo in Men certainly inſpired, where can 
we expect to find Infallibiliry in any Men or Man, in 
Whom none of thoſe miraculous Apoſtoli&l Powers 
manifeſt themſelves in the leaſt obſervable degree 2 Bur 
ſecondly ; The private Traditions Apoſtolical not de- 
ſigned for vulgar or public notice, are not of Faith , and 


as 
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therefore perhaps not communicated by every A 
nay, perhaps all the Apoſtles had not allan equal 
ledge of an equal number of Myſteries, and ſo ſome 
could not communicate thoſe ſecrets to their Diſciples 

and Succeſſors, which others might : ſo that ſuch can- 

not be Principles Fundamenral in the DoQtoral Science, . 

and are not therefore to be impoſed on Prieſtsor People 

for ſuch primeſt Principles. But thirdly, If the Succe(- 

ſors, or Diſciples, tro whom ſuch peculiar Myſteries are 

conveyed in ſecret, have not as great Credentials of 

their Integrity and Underſtanding as the Apoſtles, we 

cannot have any firm aſſurance of their Truth when o- 

pened to a diſcovery. Nay , if after an uniform and 

concurrent public ſettlement of Chriſtian Principles by 

the Apoſtles, any Angel from Heaven is accurſed, thar 

ſhall add ro theſe Foundations , how much greater 

is the Offence or Prejudice,and that deſervedly,againſt 

any ſuch Innovations of a mortal Man, th6 even mira- 

culouſly endued with ſupernatural Powers (which God 

* may permit to happen for a tempration) and much 

* more when naked, and in pure Naturals? For a Man; 

rh6 never ſo endowed with Gifts, or ſpiritual Powers, 

may turn Judas, or, if he be ſincere, he may however 

miſtake, ornot fully apprehend, or exa&tly remember 

the pure and perfe& Notion or Myſtery of the Tradiri- 

on, and the leaſt defect in this marrs the Certainty and 

Infallibility of it, and the Commentarigs with which 

it is cloathed by the ſecondary Traditor, and how-can. 

we be aſlure!, withour a: demonſtration from Heaven; 

that ſuch Author hath nor failed, in all, or any of-theſe 

Accuracies? So that we could have had no certainty of 

our Chriſtianity, had is depended on the Teſtimony 

and Interpretation ot the ſingle Biſhop of one See ſuc: 

celſively, without any Divine Powers illuſtriouſly de- 

ſcending to and with that Succeſſion for ever, which I: 

ſuppole. 


_— 
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Hippo: wi not” be challenged for the Biſhop of Re. 
Inſomuch that had not the Romaniſts themſelves the 
ſame univerſal Evidence for the Truth of the Principles 

wherein we agree, they could have no Faith, nor ground 

of Faith atall. And therefore whatſoever they chal- 

lenge to themſelves of the unity of their Faith from the 

unity or ſingularity of its Author, which they ſay is the 

Pope, I do declare that an univerial unanimity of Be- 

lief or Opinion deſcending from a ſingle Human Autho- 

rity, that is, without the miraculous Teſtimony of Hea- 

ven to all his Traditions, cannot be a Mark of Truth ; 

as it is when it proceeds from an infinite multitude of 
concordant Doctors diſperſed throughout the World,and 

never clubbing Counſels rogether in order to a deſigned 

or crafty framing ſuch concordant Principles, referring 

their Tradition tro Men known to whole Nations,and by 

their ocular Teſtimony to the whole World, to be en: 

duced with power from on high in equal manner, by the 

fame Name of Jeſus, with the ſame contempt of the 

World, and courage in fatal Perſecutions , ro heal the 

ſick with their Prayers and Benedictions, to raiſe the 

Dead,caſt out Devils; and make them confeſs their own 
Impoſtures and Torments,and theſe men Servants of the 

moſt High God,imploycd to the ſalvation of Mankind. 

Bur the beſt Human Authority is in Matters not before 

| ©. evidenced fallible, and therefore uncertain and ſuſpici- 
(p) Enſeb. Eccl.gus. For thus while (p) Papias Biſhop of Hierapolis, 
Hit3--39- who diſcourſcd the Seniors which converſed with & A- 
poltles concerning ſecret and myſterious Traditions , 

thr the ſimplicity of his underſtanding apprehended 

literally the Traditions which were to be taken ſpiritu- 

ally ; he, among other fabulous things, plainly deli- 

vered the Millennium for an Apoſtolical Tradition, and 

by che venerable authority of his Character and Anti- 

quity procuring too great a deference to his Traditions, 

pro- 
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dors of the Church, infonmuch' tha ot (a 

ftm Martyr, who is alledped by fome for ies'uniyera- 
liry, exprefly denied its univerſality in the' very place 
cited for it, it might have looked like ſome momentous 
Catholic DoQrine : Which afterward from this Origi- 
nal, and a miſtake of it in the Apocalypſe , receiving 


ſome mixtures of Jewiſh Carnality from (7) Nepos A (r) Euſ.Ecel. 


Feyptian Biſhop, created ( faith rhe great Diony/tus of Hit7. <23- 


Alexan1ria, wno extinguiſhed it ) great Schilms and 
Apoſlalics of whole Churches. The like we find from 


roo much ( /) deference tothe Book of Enoch, becauſe (ſ) Phils Jud. 


cited by S Jude, or from the litcral, and Jewiſh ſenſe of © Gigantib 


* Joſeph. Anziq. 


the writing, that the mixture of Angels with the Daught 1.1 .c.,. 


ters of Men became an Opinion among many 
Fathers, by roo much credulity to ſingle, Human, or 
Apocryphal Authorities, which 1 affeQtionately beg rhe 


intelligent in the Roman Church duly to conſider; and | 
if chey will be fo unhappy themſelves, yer not ro re 


quire others r6 placethar Faith in Man, which is due 
only to the'living God. 

$ 23. And now having ſhewn you tho Perfpicuicy, 
Authority ,Tradition, and Deſcent of the Catholic D6- 
Arines, of the Univerfal Church, it follows, thac 
Chriſtian is ro belive, and firmly affent, profeB;and dye 
for the Traditional Faith of the common Chriſtianity, 
and to ſubmit without oppoſition to the DoRoral Prin- 
ciples, wherein he finds an univerſal Harmony in the 
Fathers of the Church, and received by all the Clery 
of the World in their Cy Confeſſions gr Sb 
- ſcriptions, and againſt which hc' can have no mani 
Charge. And indeed as the People are to receive t 
Creed, ſo muſt _all Divines preſcrve their Capital and 
Catholic DoQtrines delcending by, the ' fore-explajng 
Methods of Tradition, as i the main TS 


F 23. 
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ill be able! ro maintain. no perpetual or 


| ſucceſſive uniformity in Faith, DoQrine, Moralities,and 


(s) Socy. Eccl. 
Hiſt.l. 5.c.1 9. 
$exl.7.. 12. 


Ocder,but ſhall fall into untrodden Mazes, and endleſs 
Labyrinths , and in the end of them to. the Curſe of 
if we remove the Bounds which our Fathers have 


_{&t vs.. And that which in this preſent Life is moſt un- 


eaſic and contemptible, we ſhall become, if not Here- 
tical, yet inferior to Heretics, and no way able to ham- 
them, becauſe of that doubling of theirs deſcribed 

) by S. Ireneus. For, faith he, if we urge them with 


- the Teſtimonies of Scripture, they cavil at them as either 
| inauthentic, or du 


bious, and therefore uncorvincing with- 
out Tradition. But when they are preſſed with Tradition 
too, they have no other Refuge But to oppoſe their own Sa- 
gacity or wiſdom, the only ſhift and certain Argument of 
a deſperate Cauſe. And therefore (u) Sifmnius, a Rex 
der in-the Novatian Society under Age/ius their Biſhop 
at 44 wor a and after Biſhop to that Schiſm, gave 
wiſe and proſperous advice to Nefarius the Catholic 
Biſhop of Conſtantinople in the defence of the 3winw in 


the Council there to be aſſembled by the order of 7heo- 
.dofius the Grear, to avoid all dialeQical Arguments, as 
.not fit to determine, bur exafperate Controverſies,and 


to move the Em to demand of the Heretics, Whe- 


ther they would receive the Dodtrines of the former 
. Fathers, or anathemarize them : for if they ſhould ana- 


thematize them, then their Cauſe would condemn it 
ſlf: if they received them, then the Catholics ſhould 
cite the Tradition of the 3a out of their Writings. 
Which Method being followed,all the Heretics preſent- 
ly pave ſuffrage to the Integrity of the Fathers thar li- 
ved before the xxrwap. had > Arian Controverſie : Bur 
ing asked whether they would ſtand to their Traditi- 


ons in this Controyerfie, they were then confounded 


and 
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and divided,and knew not what to ſtand ro. And laſtly, 
we may judge'ir neceſſary to retain our ra- 
ditions of Dodtrine,if that of (x)7ertallias perſwade, or (») Twins, 
affright us, who dares to ſay without bogling , That *'*©: 441: ba. 
the Scriptures themſelves are ſo diſpoſed by the Will of ** 
God, as to adminiſter Matter for Heretics : for | Here- 
fries there muſt be , which without the Scriptures cannot 
be. With whom in gentler ſtyle S. Anſtin , 
(y) That the Original of all Hereſies proceeds from ( Aug. Exp.in 
an ill underftanding and perverting the Scriptures , nn Ja. 
avoid which he directs us to admit no Interpretations 
againſt the received Faith, and in all difficulties that 


ſcem oppoſite to ſuſpend our determination. 


- 
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Of the Primacy of S. Peter and the Bi- 
» ſhop 'of Rome. 


-. $ 1. XY YAving thus run rhr6 our firſt Sradiwm, and 
| adjuſted the Authority, and deſcribed the 
Deſcent and | Tradition of Primitive, Catholic , and 
"Fundamental Doctrines, we ſhall now advance to the 
ſecond Enquiry,Which,or where is this Catholic Church 2 
Which your Author thus Anſwers: 7t is the Church of 
Rome, &c. If I ſhould take delight to exagitate and 
ſcourge the ſillineſs of this Queſtion, I might perhaps 
create good {port to ſome, and as great a diſcontent to 
other forts of Readers; bur my deſign being ſerious , 
hath no aim to tickle or exaſperate any,but to do good 
'toall men. And therefore I ſhall content my ſelf with 
this eaſie ſtricture, Thar it is no judicious Interrogation 
to ask where that is which is every where in the Chriſti- 
an World, or which is the Catholic Church, when there 
is bur one Catholic Church. Bur perhaps the Queſti- 
on is framed in the perſon of a Proteſtant or a doubt- 
ing Soul, and fo repreſents the weakneſs of their Igno- 
rance. Bur ſurely, if any man be but told, or under- 
ſtands, that there is but one Catholic Church, which is 
qui Profeſſion ot every Chriſtian, how can he en- 
for that one amor, a multitude, when he knows * 
is but one All 2 And that one being fo very com- 
prehenſive a Body as to be extended thr6 the greateſt 
part of the Earth,whart a vanity is it to ſeck where it is? 
For ſuch ſeeking ſuppolerth the thing ſought for ſecret 
and hidden, and not yer viſible to the Secker, whereas 


the 
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the Chriſtian Church is viſible to all the World,not on- 
ly to Chriſtians, but to all Turks and Pagans. And 
as the queſtion is frivolous, fo is it no more ro 
anſiver , that the Church of Rome is the lic 
Church : The prepoſitive Article [74+] being here ex- 
cluſive of ſome other Churches, and fo proving that 
of Rome not to be the only Church,or univerſally com- 
prehenſive of all others, from which it is diſtinguiſhed 
as Catholic, from the others as nor Catholic ; z. e. in 
plain terms it is diſtinguiſhed as univerſal from all others 
as not univerſal, which he that can reconcile to ſenſe 
erit mihi magnus Apollo. 

Bur if (a) S. Cyprians definition of a Church be true, (*) 07: 4. 

That a Church is a People united and cleaving to its — more, 

Biſhop, it tollows, that as many Biſhops as are ſeared Ep.c9. 

over their reſpetive Charges, ſo many particular 

Churches there are. So that there being more Biſhops 

in the Catholic Church beſide the Biſhop of Rome, it is 

conſequent thar that Ciry, Territory, and People, that 

are only under the Roman Biſhop, are the particular 
| See, Dioceſe, and Church of Rome, diſtin from all o- 

1 ther particular Sces, Dioceſes, and Churches jadividn- 


i ally and particularly, by havinga peculiar Biſhop; fo 
| that the Gourch of Rome is but a part,and not the whole 
only entire Church Catholic. 
$ 2, But becauſe the thing intended by theſe fivel- 5 =. 
ling and frightful Expreſſions is, That the Biſhop of Rome 
15 the ſupreme Goyernor and Arbiter of the whole diffu- 
ſive Catholic Chutch, let us ſce what proof there is pro- 
ducible for it. For when any thing, nor intrinſecally 
evident of ir ſelf, is aſſerted, no aſſent can- be juſtly re- 
quired thereto, .cxcept itcan be proved by ſome juft, 
competent, and evident M-4i«m, that doth clearly inter 
the matter claimed, So that 1 may jultly require any 
man, that will ſubjet the whole Catholic -Body 'ro the 
univerſal 
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univerſal obedience of that one Biſhop, by what ſufh- 
cient and undoubted Title the Pope can juſtifie ſuch a 
Claim? If only by his own Aſſeveration,that is begging 
the thing,and judging for himſelf without any common 
Principle diſcernible by others, eſpecially the Parties dit- 
fident or opponent, and this contrary to all the ſenſe 
and judgment of the beſt and primitive Ages,and there- 
fore unconvincing, and precarious. If then there be a- 
ny other Medium to prove it, then is the evidence and 
force of that Medium more primary and fundamental, 
and in the order of belief antecedent to that of the Pa- 
pal Sovereignty, and by conſequence muſt be received, 
not on the Papal Authority, bur the Papal Authority 
on it : So then the Pope is not the Fountain of all Faith, 
becauſe the Faith in him muſt be derived from another 
Fountain. And the truth is, all the Proſelytes that the 
Romaniſts procure to the Papal Infallibiliry or Monar 
chy, receive it upon the ſuppoſed Infallibiliry of thoſe 
Arguments which its Champions bring for it: So that 
with them there is a great number of Infallibles and In- 
fallibilities in the Opinions of their Converts, and that 
of the Popes leſs evident than that of thoſe Arguments 
or DoQors which defend it. 

$ 3. If then the Papal Omni-regency, being no natu- 
ral or moral Verity, but only a poſitive Conſticution 
according to the aſſertion of the Romaniſts, be prove- 
able by any Antecedent and more apparent Verity,this 
muſt be evident Scripture, or the uniform Tradition 
of the univerſal Church deſcending unto us either in 
the primitive Creeds, or DoQtrines contained in the 
Writings of the Fathers, or the Catholic Practices of 
the Primitive Apes, derived down unto us, recorded in 
approved yr — 4b _ ſuffrages of 
Scripture or Antiquity, as | y be . 
er Authority than any Papal determinations, and one: 
u 
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ſybje@ to them, ſo will I examin them to ſee what e- 
Scripture, or Eccleſiaſtical Antiquity hath deliver- 

ed unto us ing the ſupreme y of the 
Roman Biſhop : Which labour no doubt had been uſe- 
fully ſaved us by the goodneſs of God, and Compi 
of the Apoſtles Creed, by ordering us after our belief 
of the Trinity (or rather it) to believe,in ſtead of 
the Holy Catholic Church, the Holy Biſhop of Rome, 
had the Monarchy and Infallibility of his Holineſs been 
fundamental in the common Faith of the Church Ga- 
tholic. | 
$ 4 The Anſwer therefore to your eighth Queſtion 
in the Nevied Chapter of Spiritual and Tem Au- 
thority tells us, Thar Catholics believe that the Biſhop 
of Rome is the Succeſſor of St. Peter, Vicar of Jeſus 
Chriſt upon Earth, and the Head of the whole Catho- 
lic Church. For the proof whereof arc cited in the Mar- 
gin, Matth.16.17. Luke 22.31. and Jobn21.17. 

$ 5. Now before we come to examin the force and 
conſequence of theſe Texts, either they are as clear to 
prove this Poſition, as if they had faid the ſame thing 
totidem werbis; orelſe they are doubtful, and capable 
of a different ſenſe than is here aſcribed ro them. Thar 
in their meer Grammartical Structure they do not clearly 
pronounce this Romiſh Poſition is obvious ro commdn . 
ſenſe, and I ſuppoſe I ſhall abundantly evince e're long. 
In the mean time ſuppoſing this Pontifical Doctrine nor 
in it ſelf manifeſt in the Texts, who ſhall interpret them? 
Shall che Pope ? But chen we make him Judge in his own 
Cauſe for the greateſt Preferment on this lide Heaven , 
and then withour a Spirit of Divination we may pre- 
ſage what Judgment will paſs on the irreſiſtible Argu- 
ment of ſo great a temptation. Shall a General Coun- 
cil? Yes by all means, for what fairer Judgment can 
be imagined ? Bur te conclude the queſtion without - 
muc 


$ 4 
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much-charge and trouble, Is every Biſhop rhen-in-this 
General Council zi Faich ,  Autharicy, and all 
his Epiſcopal larereſts zo ithe- Bilhop of Rome ? or is 
he, it not in all theſe, yer as to the Faith and Suffrage 
in 'Coundal, free from all ſubjeftion to him 2 It ſo unt- 
verally ſubje, rhen by che Laws of their Obedience 
they-muſt, and by the Laws of their Intereſt chey will 
(b) Clem. Mev. be apt (or at ca there 1s ground to ſulpet {o) tO de- 
1 6 ow-x40 4crinine for him; and nor dare do otherwiſe; and then it 
m__ _ ' 45 a more facile and cheaper way to takethe Popes own 
oe ef wig word for it, than trouble all Nations to no purpoſe. Bur 
Hilarin Marth. of their Faich and Suffrage be free, let the Pope declare 
Can.7. Hires them fo publickly to all the World, and thac will enJ 
yr. de Com re Agr; oþ 

pun@.& 6e Pa- the hi{pute on Texts, and all other Citation: for 
7/0 yp +- the Pontifical Omnipotency; for then he will hereby de- 
Pe ene zermine, that thele Texts, or any other Authorities, do- 
cio Dei. Greg. not fubject all-othcr Bilbops aniverſally ro him, bur 
abs. 4% 7% that in-the Suffrages of Faith, &c. they are equal to 

himlclt 


| Inlay. 
& Apul.'Par. & . 
Bah. Ep1pban, $6. Becauſe rhen upon the new Romiſh Principles, 
rfl" and Authorities by them challenged to the Roman See, 
Hom. 51-in neither Pope, nor Council of Bilhops ſubjet to him, 
01-14% 2 can be-ſatisfying Wirneſſes or Judges for the Monarchy 
\6.& =o of the Pope over the Univerlal Church 5 and ſince it is 
& Hom.:.in not-evidently delivered in'Creeds or Scriptures as Mat- 
Hjalco Kink er of Faith, we will conſider what ſenſe the Doctors 
Hieron,Ep. pars of the Primitive Church had from theſe and the like 
k pur.1, T2, Texts concerning the ncpaley of S. Peters perſon 
+.+p...9 &par. fixſt, and then of 'his Chair and Succeſlors at Rome. 
L Teath 2. bp (6) And firſt I freely acknowledge, that all Antiquity 
197: Age doth:uniformly own S. Peter to be the greateſt Digni- 
van. Marr. Ser; tary of the wwelve Apoſtles under ſeveral forms of ex- 
134 infoit-2* preſſion: and there is manifeſt reaſon for ic, which 1 


ad Flaccill, & ball anon:explain. Bur yer they, place that Prelacy, nor 
pene omacs fe. jr, any Monarchical dominion over the >” of 
cs, 
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files, but only in che greater ardeney of his Faith and 


Love, as to his own internal Excellency, orin the pri- 
macy of order in his Conference and Converſation with 
our Lord, or in preaching the _ to others, or in 
the Conſultations of the Apoſtolical Convent, and ſuch 
like Aﬀairs : and withal , th6 they make him Primate 
of the Twelve Apoſtles choſen by our Saviour before 
his death,” and ſo of S. Matthias that ſucceeded Judas, 
yet do they not own this Prelacy over S. Pau/, neither 
as to his Spiritual Gifts or Labours, nor as to the Dig- 
nity of his Apoſtleſhip of the Gentiles. 

$ 7. In order tothe moſt advantageous elucidation 
hereof, I ſhall conſider the Charter promiſed to. Peter 
Matth. 16. and his Charge given by our Saviour, F vnh 
21. and examine firſt thole principal Teſtimonies of the 
Fathers, which only make them common with S. Peter 
rothe reſt ; and then, ſecondly, thoſe that in the ſame 
cquality of power, acknowledge a regular and 
precedency in S. Peter. The Charter then of S. Peter, 
Matth.16.conliſts of three dignifying Expreſſions: The 
firſt is his Denomination, and the Grace ſignified init 
to be fundamental to the Church : 7 ſay unto.thee, thou 
art Peter, and upon this Rock (Petra) will I build" my 
Church. The ſecond is the Power of ghe Keys: And 7 
will give unto thee the Keys of the Kingdom of Heaven. 
The third Clauſe is of Binding and : And what- 
ſoever thou ſhalt bind on Earth, ſhall be bound in Hea- 


ven; and whatſoever thou ſhalt looſe on Earth, ſhall be 


looſed in Heaven, And the Charge laid on him Joh.21: 
is to Feed Chriſt's Sheep. , Let us ſee then how theſe 
are firſt common to all the Apoſtles, and then ſecondly 

S. Peter's priority among the. Twelye. 
$ 8. I begin with the firſt part of his Charter, in 
which he is 
ure of the Church which God ſhould cre 'upon him. 
H Now 


promiſed to be Fundamental to that Stru- - 
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licary in this great 
Now before I prove him not emonſirnt him to be in 
ilar. & the foundation o in the Fathers 
NIEL Proteſtant Writers, from ſome paſſages | Expreſ: 
gee ell digeſted, nor comparcd with their _ / 
"_ _ = "aan nor the univerſal qa; erart1d 1 _ 
Matth, . - ral Antiquity,deny — is named Petrus . and the Rock 
fe) gy wn For becauſe the Apo : b lt is called Petra, and Pe- 
fecund Marth on which the Church is built, r is from thar Rock 
Ser.1 3. is a derivative of Petra,lo Pete d mev ode Bo 
| . TI fundamental to the Church, and not fo 
which is amen is they collet from a few 
tra, the Rock it ſelf. oo Thas S. Hilary (c) calls 
eifcat Ec- $, Peter's Confeſſion of Faith , he Foundation of the 
ef opt & + bonds This Faith is t nh 
@ Confiim —% l by this Faith the feeble Gates Area fairh 
— evail againſt it. And S.Chryſoſtom oo Confeſhon : 
wen ie ur Lord buile the Church vpoa ie Conleticn 
yn And S. Augnſt ine (e) —_—_— Pe trus in the type 
20, ex Var. in Petra, from whence deſcended Bur in truth men ſhould 
Matth. _ & of the Church builr __—_ ſuch places only, becauſe 
EO not be fo haſtily in loye wi i collate of them 
Hom, $3 i Rem w ſhove; their Caule, © in the fame or as 
14,cx, with.orher equally authenticplaces in the fame ſacth 
var, in Matth. ve Authors. For firſt, Go Church was bailr 
loc. ad c. 18. Book, of the Trinity, ich, Thatthe' lik er S. 
by Aug. Expo, mor ſirnamed Peter. And in like mann 
in Evang. J%b. on; ( f') Simon s calls S. Peter the Pil- 
had: Perra, 7; Chryſotomin very many places and that not on- 
Fr its, lax and Foundation of the Agr cited to this purpoſe 
— a 17: jy in hers, but thoſe very Þ whom fmnamg 
ſyn ei. make S. Peter's Faith, and not his E I (if my 
dime, in 1p 0im.. (O the Church. And S. Anſtin himſe , 
mebiic fs maental mn xrpolated) calls S. Peter (b) on, 
Cs He ee een end Conklin wen Wu 
humans colwn- 12e. of Mankind. Santhys, 
me'y, 
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Sanftis, ; pame of (4) S. AugaPine (ſome of 
vic eden Meximus among the Sc bear 
ing the Title of S. Ambroſe) calls S.Perer the Foundati- 


| onof the Church, So that men ſhould conſider thar S. 
Peter being univerſally acknowledged by the Fathers' to 
be a Foundation to the Church, that may be one 
way, and in a moſt excellent and ſingular degree the 
Churches Foundation, and Faith the Foundation of the 
Church, as it is the Foundation of all Chriſtian Picty , 
by which the Church was firſt colleted, and is com- 
paginated, and S. Peter and the other Apoſtles as firſt 

ing and baptizing in the Name of the Father,Son, 
and Holy Ghoſt , and being the firſt Patriarchs from 
whom deſcended the Hierarchical Succeſſion. For fo 


ſurely the Church is (+) built on the Foundation of the 7+) x35. 20. 
Apoſtles and Prophets, Jeſus Chriſt _ the chief ©7/- Hom. 7. 
enicd to $. *"**477Joc. 


Corner Stone, which cannot therefore be 
Peter in, his proper order and proportion. See Aug, ad 
frat. in Erem. Ser. 37. 

$ 9. Having thus proved S. Peter to be a Foundation 
to the Church by the Authorities of the Fathers produ- 
ced againſt it, and by S. Pau! himſelf , that he is nor 
ſole in the Foundation, but in conjunRtion with the 0- 
ther Apoſtles, we ſhall now alledge ſuch Teſtimonies 
of the Fathers, that affirm S. Peters priority in the ſame 


Fundamental ſtation with the reſt Apoſtles. Thus then(/) (1) Amiro[4e 
S. Ambroſe glolleth of S. Peters Confellion of Chriſt, Mar. — 
16.Art thou filent Simon,that art the chiefeſt,primus 2-.-7 —_ 


ſay he when he beard this, Whom ay ye that I am? remem- 
bring his place,aſſumed the primacy,viz.the primacy of Con- 
feſſion,not of Honour not We Order,the primacy of Faith,not 
of Order.---This therefore is that Peter,that anſwered be- 
fore nay for the reſt : and is therefore the Foundation, be- 
cauſe he knew not only to obſerve his own peculiar , but alſe 
the common duty of them all.And Origen doth not only aft- 

2 cr 


LY 


(i) Aiiguft. de 
SanR.Ser.16. & 
Ser. 26. 
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L- atrial and anagogical manner make all ſuch 
| s$ as. S. Peter was, to haye the ſame 
fundamental Dignity with S. Peter, bur alſo doth lite- 

rally inſt the y gy 6 of S. Peter in this 
9 #9 9 fundamental Power. (m) But if, faith he , thou thinkeſt 
n ot” the Church to be built by God on that Peter alone , what 


ſayſt apo James and John the Sons of Thunder, and of 


each Apoſtle > Therefore it was indeed truly ſaid unto Pe- 
ter, Thou art Peter, and upon this Rock will I build my 
Church, &c. yet it ſeemeth to be ſaid toall the Apoſtles, 
and all perfettly faithful perſons, &c. Tho yet however 
he elſewhere acknowledgeth S. Peter's Primacy. In the 
next place we will examin the ſenſe of the great Boaner- 
ges of the Latin Church S. Zerom on this matter. He 
then, th6 above cited for the Primacy of S. Peter, yet 
when Jovinian from this Primacy of S. Peter, who was a 
married man, would advance Matrimony above Celi- 
(») Hier. Ep. bate, thus replyeth: (#) But if thou ſayſt the Church is 
Fo. ein " founded on Peter,alths in another place that Foundation is 
laid on all the Apoſtles, and all received the Keys of the 
Kingdom of Heaven,and the ſtrength of the Church be built 
on them,yet therefore one among the twelve is choſen,that by 
the eorkeies of an Head the occaſion of Schiſm may be 
taken away, and that preference rather given to the mar- 
ried Peter being aged, than to the Virgin John being but 
young. See Chry/. ex var. in Matt. loc. Hom. 17. 

$10. $ 10. The ſecond Clauſe of S. Peters Charter ex- 
preſſeth the donation of the Keys, of whichas S. Zie- 
row in the very laſt Citation teſtificth,that all the Apo- 
(& Hilar. in ftles received them, fo the like is averred by (9) S. F- 
Pjal.z:" lary, That the Apoſtles did all receive the Keys of Fea- 
ven. Therefore th6 the words were only firſt promiſed. 
to him, yet was the Power after collated on the whole 

Colledge. ; 
$11 F 11. Thethird Clauſe inS. Peter's Charter contains 
the 


=) 


bf the Printaty of $,Perer, &c. = $3 
the Power of Bin dLooſing; i - which ich indeed'S. 
Peter had agen hore. ccount of 

re Pri » but no peculiarity therein 


preſenrand | 
above, or wc tr tr og the reſt. For rhe ſame power 
of binding and looſing was after promi the (p) A+ (p) Merch.1 x; 


ſtles without any real diſtinguithing excellency of it * <#7/is loc, 
bh S. Peter above es th6 pave Low a more {in- 
gular eminency (q) in. Peter's Charter Matth.16.thati (4) orig. i 
in this of all the Apoſtles. or the Church, in thathe had *#*<:*- 
a power to bind and looſe is 3cgriis, Matth.16. and they 
only i ivr Mitth.18.which though it proceeded from 
2 received ſenſe which he had of S. Peter's Primacy, 
yer is ſurely in its ſelf roo ſlender a Nicety to conclude 
any ſpecifical diſtintion or gradzal eminency in this 
power of S. Peter aboye the reſt Apoſtles, Sc. 

$ 12. The next thing we come toexamin,is the Paſce $ 12. 
Oves, the Charge of feeding Chriſt's ſheep : which be- 
ing ſpoken to S, Peter alone in the preſence of the reſt 
as , denotes in him a primacy of Care, butnot a 
ſolitude in that Paſtoral e. The reaſon hereof 
(7) aſſigned by S. Auguſtine is, becauſe our Saviour fra- (r).4ug.de verb 
med in him the uniformity or unity of the whole Chri- Domn Evan 
ſtian Church. And the perſonal direRion of this Charge »4.;: Away mg 
to S. Peter is with S. Baſ{/ ſignificative of his Primacy , tro i» quo «no 
bur withal of its derivation from S.Peter to all DoRtors, 77" #7 
(/) Chriſt, faith he , next himſelf makes Peter Paſtor of ave meas. 
bis Church ; Peter, ſaith he, loveſt thou me more than C/) 2/4. 4: 
theſe? Feed my ſheep : and conſequently. gave the ſame "<3 
power to all Paſtors and Dottors,&c. par erefore, ſay I, 
moſt certainly to the other Apoſtles. See C hbryf.Hom.7 7.00 
Matth.2.4. 

$ 13. We ſhall conclude this account of S. Peter's 5: 
primacy over the twelve in the ſame equal Apoſtolic 
Power with the Comment of S.Cyprian on both S. Peter's - 
Charter in Matth. 16. and his ge John21. in one 


COM- 
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complex and coherent Diſcourſe, whercin be makes the 
Churches unity tobe the om of S. Peter's prie- 
— _ rity inthe ſame of and power. Thus 
der __ S. Cyprian, (t) The Lord ſaith unto Peter, I ſay unto 
$3. thee, that thin art Peter, and on this Rock will 1 build my 
Charch, and the Gates of Hell ſhall not prevail againſt it. 
And 1 will give thee the Keys of the Kingdom of Heaven, 
and whatſoever thou ſhalt bind on Earth, ſhall be bound in 
Heaven, and whatſoever thou ſhalt looſe ow Earth, ſhall 
be looſed in Heaven. And again, after his Reſurreition 
he ſaith to the ſame Peter, Feed my ſheep. Upon that 
one he buildeth his Church, and committeth his ſheep to be 
fed by him, and thb after his Reſurretion he giveth equal 
power to all the Apoſtles, aud ſaith. As my Father ſent 
me, ſo ſend T you, Receive the Holy Ghoſt ; Whoſe fins ye 
ſhall remit, they 8 be remitted him, and whoſe fins ye 
ſhall retain , ſhall be retained ; yet that he mizht manifeſt 
wnity, he conſtituteth one Chair (z. e. one Chairman a- 
mong the whole Colledge)and by his Authority diſpoſeth 
the original of the ſame unity beginning from one. Indeed 
the reſt Apoſtles were the ſame thing with Peter, endued 
with the ſame community of honour and power : But the 
priority. proceedeth from unity. The primacy is given to 
Peter,that the Church of Chriſt and its Chair may appear 
one. Andallare Paſtors , but the Flock is ſhews to be one 
which is fed by all the Apoſtles by unanimous conſent. By 
which as S. Peter's "mare is atteſted againſt too obſti- 
nate Proteſtants, ſo is his power or real honour denicd 
to be greater than that of the reſt; no internal donation 
more in S, Peter than in the reſt, and ſo no foundation 
for that mighty Supremacy now challenged by his Suc- 
(u) Ws celloss in the See of Rome. See Epiphan. in Anchorat. 
fend Proper $ 14- . wir _ above oy takes off the univer- | 
.4%& {a] Monarchy from S. Peter, is the apparent equality of | 
SN " S. Paul with him. For that wherein (#) S. Chryſtew 


(or 
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(or the Author under his name) placeth S. Peter's pri- 

macy,viz.in a Commiſſion of raking care of the Church 

of the whole World, (thd S. Pau! faith, that the Goſpel 

only of the Circumciſion was committed to Peter, Gal. 

2. 7,8,9.) S. Paul challengeth, if not as his own pecu- 

liar, yet certainly his equal Charge with the chicteſt A- 

poſtles, 2 Cor. 11. 28. That he was daily loaded with 

the care of all the Churches : Thoſe Churches which.S. 

Peter at Antioch did ſeemingly, according (x)-to Origen (x) Hierm. lib, 

and Chry/oſtom and S. Flierom, bur really according to 71" © 

S. Auguſtine and the Commentator bearing the name of o. & epia, 

S. Ambroſe, , Gal. 2, And for that | __ 

either in carneſt, or elſe by way of prudent diſpenlai- 12,2": © 

on, checked by S. Paul; (y) which if Bataneotes and Gal. 2. 
Porphyrie had underſtood , whatſoever upon this re- V)77Proom. 


they might fix upon S.Peter for di b _— _ 
would ine ve raxed $ Paul as diſorderly and faw- Tabs tp. 
cy to his Superior; for S. Peter was not ſuch to S. Paw, *” 
whatſoever he was to the other Apoſtles. For thus the 
Commentator Ambroſe argues his equality from this ve- 
ry paſſage from which thoſe Heathens would 
him with Impudence. (z) Paw,ſaith he, names only Pe- (=) 4-5 in 
rer, and compares him with himſelf, becauſe |... A 
alſo received a fag. 78 the Church : he was in 
equal manner choſen to the primacy of founding the Church- 
es of the Gentiles, but ſo that Peter alſo might oe 
the Gentiles, | there ſhould have been cauſe, and ſo 
to the Jews, for both of them are found ſo to have done : 
But yet the full authority in pas yp. by the Circumciſion 
was diſtinUy given to Peter , and the perfeft authority: 
in preaching to the Gentiles is found to be in Paul. And as 
Peter had in ſociety with him thoſe excellent men among. 
the Apoſtles James and John, /o Paul joyned to him Bar- 
nabas,. being added to him by the judgment of God.. But 
yer he elaimeth to- himſelf the grace of primacy granted 

him 


2.Ep. 
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him ly the Lord, as #-was granted only to Peter a 
the Twelve Apoſtles. For who of the Iefs Apoſtles a, 
me to refit the prime Apoſtle Peter, to whom the Lord 
tven the Keys of the X e708 of Fleaven, but ano- 
bro only, who by the confidence of his Fletlion Aurſt 
Routly diſprove what he other did unadviſedly 2 &c. And 
leſt apy. ſhould think S. Pau/ inferior to S.Peter,becauſe 
he went up to Jeruſalem, and abode with him fifteen 
days, Gal. r. 18. the ſame Commentator thus gloſſerh 
(s) Ambr. ia hereupon: (a) It was fit that he ſhould defire to ſee Perer, 
Gal.1.18. . who was chjef among the Apoſtles, to whom our Saviour 
had delegated the care of the Churches, mt indeed that 
be maght leary any thing of him, who had been already 
a ' the Author, by whom even Peter himſelf had 
hoes ink, utted; but for the love of his Apoſtolacy. And 
the real $, Ambroſe, as he makes the whole Colledge 
Nba nal as to the! eſſence of the = 
s ſo he equals S. Peter and S. Paul as 

(5) Amir. de tothe 


(B) Nor, faith he, is Paul 
_ _— vr il racy the Foundtr of the Church, 
and Paul" the wiſe Maſter-builder, knowing how to fix the 


PESTS . Nor is Paul unworthy the fel- 
chief, i Br 


ter eafily to be com - with the 

_ S. Cyprian al- 
SE fs ke me notice EY 
ſtulation 


ry of S'Paut with S. Peter in 
Antioch about Cirtumciſion : 

(c) Cypr- 2d >y r neither, ſaith he, did Peter, whowthe Lerd choſe 
Nuint.Ep.7- chief, or ff, [primum] and on whom he Fuilt his C hurch, 
jo henPavl afterward reaſoned with him about theCircumci- 

Jinſolently claim,or arr rogantly aſſume any thing to him- 
Tx as to ſay,that he held? the prima andthe er No- 
vels( ſuch as $. Paul was) ought to obey him, &c. Which 


{d) Max. Ser. 


int. Ambr.66. & he brinſs 254 curb rorhe haughtineſs of Pope Stephen. , 

int. Aug«ſini= upon the primacy of the Roman See. ' (4) Thus Maxi- 

an.de Sandt.z 7, mus alſo makes S, Peter and S. Paul two 
0 


files obtain J w7 F with the Lord, yet 
1 know not how and Paul ſeem to excel the reſt ina 
certain peculiar vertue of faith toward our Saviour. 

Therefore the bleſſed Peter and are eminent 'amony 
all the Apoſtles. But of them w ther ſhall be preferred? 
For I think they were equal in merits, who were equal in 
ſuffering, &c. Nay, ſo great was S. Paul even compared 


with S. Peter, that (ec) the fame Author fancies the ©- (e) 4g. de 
quality of cheir Keys to conſiſt herein , that S. Paſs ** * 


Keys were thoſe of Knowledge, as S. Peters thoſe of 
Power : And had this diſtinction been true or ſolid, as 
it is nor, the primacy of the Keys of Knowledge, as an 
internal Grace, had been greater than that of Power 
without it, becauſe ſuch naked Power had been but an 
external Honour and Truſt ; bur the truth is, they had 
the ſame Power, and ſo were equal : but whether there 
was any difference in their divine wiſdom is not mani- 
feſt, and ſo cannot give any ſenſible diſtinftion of any 
Superiority berween them in the Keys of Knowledge, 
the Fathers making them equal in the internal Graces, 
and the fervency of their faith, and loye. See and com- 
pare Chryſ. Hom.s5 1.in Matth.14. Hom. 52.in Matth. 15. 
with that of the ſame Chry/eft. in Af. g. Hom. 20. Bur 
becauſe our enquiry is concerning an extcrnal primacy 
for Political Order, we will examin the ſenſe of the 
preat S. Chryſoſtom concerning the compariſon of theſe 
two great Apoſtles. And firſt, we will rake notice of 
his Elogies on S. Peter, whom heevery where calls the 
Prince, the Top, the Coryphe@us., the Primare of the 
Apoſtolic Choir, the Mouth of the Diſciples, the Pil- 
lar of the Church, the Firmament of Faith, Foundation 
of Confeſſion, the Fiſher, and Prelate of the whole 
World, the Conqueror of the World, the Support of 

| Religion, 


& 
(f Chryſ. in 


—_ . "4: A; 1 
(g, Chry .Hom. ' { j#1 —_ | 4 
3.in MAatthc.3+ 4 {#1 became the ( g) 


Foundation of the Church, fo by the ſame (or perhaps a 
| 8. Paul becam# the chiefeſt of af the 4- 
5. + Atd-che'truth is, the Church of rhe Gentiles, 
honourable'as to” rhtir natural Originals than 
Jews, who deſcended from the holy Patri- 
| the Law and the Prophets, the Adop- 
| the Glory, and the Promiſes, and the Nati- 

iſt, yer being more glorious as to its num- 
amplirude,and the readineſs of believing with- 
previous Inſticurion in the Law and the Pro- 
a more illuſtrious Province to S. Paal than 


415454618 
Ant 


cha 


tion of Jeruſalem by the Emperor Adrian, they became 


e with the Gentile Church, and ſubje&t 

(b) Euſeb. Eccl. (þ) to Gentile and uncircumciſed Biſhops after the ce(- 
Hiſt. 5: 6-12- {ation of their circumciſed Catalogue conſiſting of fif- 
=” tcen Prelates.So that he that laboured more abundantly 
than all the reſt Miniſters of Chriſt, of whom the 
Corinthians boaſted to leſſen him, 2 Cor. 11. 23. was no- 

mig the very chicteſt Apoſtles, z Cor. 12.17. 

but had indeed the largeſt Field a him,and recei- 

ved from it the moſt plentiful Harveſt,the greateſt num- 

ber of Chriſtian Proſelytes of all the Apoſtles : and 

therefore, if Apoſtle ar firſt was Biſhop over his 

own Converts, of which I think there can be no doubt, 

it follows that S. Pau/ had a much larger Epiſcopal Pro- 

vince and Juriſdidtion than any one Apoltle,not except- 

ing S. Peter himſelf. So that were it not that Folly al- 


ways 


5 —a—_—__ qa... & ts YO TIER 
TI "Y 
he. hd 

* 
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ways attends falſhood, 1 ſhould wonder why the Mo- 
; $27 Rocecniiy heirs their univerſal do only 
from S. Peter, who had it only over the Jews, (and 
char nor ſolitary,but ſociated)and nor over the Gentiles: 
(and conſequently not the Romans themſelves }: For 
thd S. Peter was a Biſhop, and had his Chair at Rome, 
yer his Authority was not over the Gentiles while $, 
Paul was at Rome : (5) and S. Paul lived at Rome longer (') Fradex Pe. 
than S. Peter by am'exat Twelve month, if we will IGNE "= 
receive the Teſtimony of Prudentius, who looks like = 
a very certain Author in this Relation, being ſeconded 
herein by Maximus , (4) or the Author of the Sermons (t)Ser4e $18. 
De Sanftis, who having, like S. Hierom, (aid they were gas ine. 
martyred the ſame day in one Sermon, doth in (7) ano- (!)Ser:4e $mne. 
ther explain it of the next Anniverſary, not the ſame 4:8. 
numerical day. Nox quidem eodem temporis curſu, ſed 
eodem anni wertentis occurſu. And (o S.Peter never had 
Supremacy over the Gentile Church of Rome , or el(e- 
where. And therefore th6 called by S. Chry/otom,and 
others, the Head, and Prelate of the whole World, 
it muſt be underſtood no more ſtritly than that, when 
he calls him the Fiſher or Vietor of the whole World,thar 
is, a Converter, and mult be interpreted nor ſolely , 
'but in conjunftion with others, it being otherwiſe con- 
traditory to ' plain truth - Th& Complements and 
Rherorical Epithers'be allowably licentious beyond ex- 
a literal ſtritnefs, even as () Johy Biſhop of Fery- ©) Him. Eg. 
[alew is ſaid ro have ſaluted Theophilus Biſhop of A Fic 71%% 
lexandria, with the dignity-of having lodged in him the 


Care of all ch#Chorches, which S.Paw/ eminencly chal- 


to Wimſelf,-and S. Chry/otom allo atcribes to S. 

Peter. Which Complement muſt be underſtood in' con- 

juaRion'wit Patriarchates withim the Roman 

Empire,of Rome,Conſt: IS: or clic muſt 
= "l 


needs 


-. 
_ 
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 $ 16. We'ſhall now-finally determine wherein the 
_ of S. Peter doth conſiſt. Now it muſt be ob- 
erved, which all the Fathers from the Scriptures deli- 
ver to us, viz. that among the Twelve choſen by our 
Saviour before his death,there were three chief Apoſtles, 
S. Peter, S. James Major, and S. John, who were a- 
lone ſometimes admitted to greater Myſteries , as that 
of the 'T jon, &c.and to whom, if we belicve 
that in (») the ſeventh Book of Clemens Alex. FHypot y- 
piſes, after his Reſurreftion, Chriſt did deliver the Di- 
vine Knowledge, and they delivered it to the reſt A- 
poſtles. But however, not only among the Twelve, bur 
even this eſpecial 7riumvirate, S. Peter always hath a 
prolocutory precedency with our Lord , becauſe our 
Lord gave him this preference in the Miſſion of the 
Twelve, naming him for the firſt, Hatth. 10.2. and 
therefore juſtly demanding a greater love from him than 
from the reſt, —_ - > And as ond this 
jority in converſing with and miniſtring under our 
Ford, while he was on Earth, ſo did he uſe the ſame 
afterward in all the Conſults and Miniſteries of the A- 
poſtolic Colledge. Thus he firſt moves tothe Diſciples 
for the Ele&tion of an Apoſtle in the room of Judas , 
Atts 1. At the Feaſt of Pentecoſt he makes Apology for 
all the Convent {peaking with ſeveral Tongues from the 
impurtation of Drunkenneſs-; and fo was, tho not the 
ſole, yet the chicfeſt Inſtrument of converting three 
thonknd Souls, 44s 2. When S. Peter and S. John went 
up into the Temple, 8. Peter - anſwers-the ſame Elc- 
emoſynarie with a miraculous Cure ; and preached to 
the People amazed thereat, 45-3. and being for that 


examined by the Sanhedrin, S. Peter farſt ſpeaks., as 
Chriſt's principal Conteſlor, u welarApoe, 4 


. '1 
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and fo for all the Apoſtles, 4s 5. $. Peter 
Prolocutor to-all the 


ri aogy yr frſ mo 
mon Maggs, Acts 8, eter gives hu | 
the Council Apoſtolical at Jerafatems as i Andas 
he was thus prime Founder of the Faith of the Jews, 
ſo he was God's firſt , thd not Inſtrument of 
converting the Gentiles, in ing and $5 pang 
Family and Friends of Cornelius the devour Ttalian Cen- 


4 


for rheir perjurious Sacriledge, Ats 5+ 99l 6 pe is 
ay nee 


turion, Ads 10, Upon which Maximps (9) faith, that (9) Maxim. Ser. 


Peter was called the Petra, the Rock, for his Devotion, 
called Peter, becauſe he firſt laid the Foundation of 
Faith among the Gentiles. And- TertuSian, tho thro 
his Montaniſm writing eagerly agairft Eccleſiaſtic Pe- 
nance, and Abſolution of Fornicators admitted by the 
Biſhop of Rome, in the fury of his Choler he denies the 
Succellion of the Keys, and of Binding and Looſing to 


the Church ; yet he very rightly obſerves, (p ) that S. (p) Tertul. 4 


Peter's perſonal primacy conſiſts in his firſt converſion Pedicitia. 


of the Jews by his Sermon at Feru/alem on the Feaſt 
of Pentecoſt; and the Gentiles at Ceſarea in the Houſe 
of Cornelius, And in this, and his: being Prolocutor 
always in the Apoſtolic Colledge, either to Chriſt, rhe 
Apoltles, or others (which is only for- orders (ake to 
avoid confuſion, that where a buſineſs is to be tran(- 
ated by many, one muſt begin firſt) is all chat we can 
find of S. Peters being more prime or fundamental 
than any other Apoſtle in the power Flierarchicat. 

$ 17. From the perſonal primacy then of S. Peter de- 
ſcend we to the Succeſſion, and therein examin wherher 
theſe Texts containing S. Peters Charter and Charge , 
according to the ſenſe of the primitive Fathers, do from 
the perſon of S. Peter tranſmir the ſuſtaining of the Ca- 
tholic Church, the power of the Keys, and of —_—_ 


The Catholic Balance.” | Chop.1l. 
7 only to-the Biſhop. of pa if unto'o- 
co-ordinately 


, or ſubordinately to 


6 i 8. er) | thenour regular Mcthod, we begin 
with S. LATA icter, and ene wit the three 

. Lapſis. Clauſes in which'it is expreſſed : On which (9g) we 
Coil x7. 1a4e have: this ſaffrige! of that excellent Saint and Marcye 
F fare femm Cyprian, That the whole Charter promiſed to S. Peter, 
wices Epiſcops- . 16. is ſucceſlive to all the Bi indiſcriminare- 
rem erdinati%, ty, On Whom the Church is from S. Peter ſucceſſive- 
0 Dye 16; ly founded, and who have the diſpoſing of all irs Offi- 
Eccleſia ſure ces and Ads. Auer he bones the —_ Catholic 
Epiſcepe: ©%/4- ro be upheld, ſup by, and ereted on, not any 
_— ſingle Biſhop, of any one ſingle See, but upon all 
fe per «ſdem rhe (7) Colledge Epiſcopal, or rather the common Epiſ- 
RR hichevery particular Biſhop doth entirely en- 


ur. COPacy, W 
(»)Cyp. de U- joy, and adminiſter to his own particular Charge A 
nit. Eccl. Epuſ” and excellent dignity, that was firſt fundamental- 
— lodged in our Saviour, the great univerſal Monar- 
in ſolidum par: Chical Biſhop of Biſhops and Souls, then commirred by 
RO him to his Apoſtles, and by the Apoſtles to the chief 

Paſtors, which they ordained in the Sces Apoſtolic,and 

by ithele Apoſtolic Biſhops to others, according to the 

inlars and propagation of the Chriſtian Church. 
(ſ) ©yr. Fe As then the Faith, which we have in the Principles of 
rent alas Pupi- Chriſtianity, is the Foundation of all Chriſtian Graces 
«=. Ep:69-5 7- in the Soul, and the inner diſpenſation of Erernal Life, 
fs, plc: Sacer- TO is Epiſcopacy the Foundation of all viſible Union 
deti ſus adena- and Government in the Eccleſiaſtic Body, infomuch 
a. 74/571j= that were there no one Biſhop left in the World , the 
Ende ſeire debe; Integrity at leaſt , if not the very ( /) Efſence of the 
Ss pn Church,would be deſtroyed. And from hence we have a 
_ i, certain Argument,that all Eccleſiaſtical Power could not 
Eſa  beſolely lodgedin S.Peter firſt, and then tranſiitred to 


the 
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oberg onde torn hs 


firſt vacancy of ſuch See, on the death of any 
thereof, the Foundation is totally funk. and by 
the whole Structure deſtroyed,;the wholeChurch 
Jiffolved, Nor is it in ſuch caſe poſſible ro 
ſingle Church from fuch a vacancy, | 
Sovereign Biſhop conſecrates a S his 
death to nd him immediately after , that fo the 
See may be full in rhe very moment in which the Pre- 
deceſſor expires : which one' knows, ſince the 
time of S. Clemens, hath not the conſtant or uſual. 
method of Succeſſion at Rome, but they have had nt: 
only very many, but alſo many times. very long Inter- 
papacies. If then the Biſhop of Rome, in the ſole right 
of S. Peter, be the only Foundation- on which: the 
Church is built, what becomes of the Church at every 
vacancy of this fundamental See ? For' hereupon either 
thoſe other ſubordinate — continue Biſhops in the 
Inter-papacy in their own independent right , or their 
powes being derivative, expires with the primitive. If 
it continues and ſubſiits of it ſe}f, then are the People 
under their Charge {0 many particular Churches , 
which colleQively make up the Church Catholic,which 
then can ſubſiſt withour a Biſhop of Rome , and then 
the Clergy and People of the vacant Dioceſe of Rome 
are ſubject to the Biſhops of rhe Catholic Church: (or 
elſe they are unchurched while all others continue ) ; 
ſo that th6 a Biſhop be convenienrrto that place ,, and 
People, and ſo far neceſſary , that without one they 
cannot be an entire particular Church, yer is not thar 
Succeſſion neceflary to the being or continuance of the 
Catholic C hurch, nor yet ro make that particular ya- 
cant Diocele of Rom? a part of rhe Catholic Church , 
being, during the vacancy ,under' rhe' care of the reſt 
parts 


z 
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parts of the Chutch 'for all neceſſary and convenient 
plies. Bur if all Biſhops, and conſcquently all mi- 
nor Orders Eccleſiaſtical, expire, then are we lcft in a 


. meer ſtare of. Nature, all our Sacraments are gone, and 


'hone left ro ordain a_ new Biſhop at Rome,or any where 
.clſe.- Bur ſuppoſing that other Biſhops do ſtill ſubſiſt 
to maintain the Succeſſion at Rome, and all places be- 


ſides, I ſhall ask then, on a new Election at Rome, who 
is it that creates us a new Pope, and gives a new Foun- 


dationto the Catholic Church? Is it nor the Biſhops of 
other Secs, who for that reaſon are Founders themſelves 


of the new created Pope? If then this firſt part of $S. 


\Peters Charter be ſucceſſive, as I with the Romaniſts 


- believe it to be, (bur in S.Cyprian's ſenſe) then accord- 


fr Arn Rona. 
MT Franmag 17a. 


_ ban Tnt11s. 


: 


ingro S. Cypriay, it muſt be ſucceſſive to every Biſhop, 
whole & 


ential equality conſiſts in this,- that every Bi- 

ſhop is a-perſon conſtituted by Divine Right to over- 

ſe the ſtare, and diſpoſe, order, and perform all Adts 
and Offices Eccleſiaſtical. 

$ 19. The ſecond Clauſe in this Charter promiſed ro 

S. Peter, entitles him tothe power of the Keys, which 

if we make diſtin from that of Binding and Looſing, 

or not common to all the Apoſtles, contrary to the (enle 


of the Fathers, becauſe our Saviour, when he promiſed 


themall/ and the Church after them, the power of Bind- 
ind and Looſing, Matth. 18. and actually inveſted them 
with a power of remitting and retaining ſins , John 20. 
and of teaching and baptizing all Nations, Matth. 28. 
did not expreſly nominate the Keys ; I mult then re- 
ply, That this Argument will make the Right of the 
Keys ſo perlonally peculiar to S. Peter, as not to be 
communicable to his Succeſlors at Kome, who were not 
ſuperior to. S. Jams, or S. Fohn, and the whole Apo-. | 
ſtolic Colledge in the Authoriry Epiſcopal. For who 
will think that the beloyed Apoſtle (7) S. Fohw,whom S. | 
Anuzaſt ine 


Of the Prinzacy of S; Peter, We. 
Auguſtine in a very exquiſite and critical manner com- 
paring with S. Peter, cannot determine the majority ; 
that beloved Apoſtle , that lay in our Lord's Boſom, 
rhat was the adopted Son Keeper of the Virgi 
Mother, who lived till 7rajan's days, long after 
Martyrdom of S. Peter and S. Paw, to be inferiour, 
ſubject ro, and determinable by Linus , or Cletus, 'or 
Clemens, or Evareſtus, unto whole days perhaps he li- 
ved? Had this been ſo, how comes it to pals, rhat the 
Goſpel and firſt Epiſtle of S. John are received in all A- 
ges for Canonical Scriptures ? And that of S. Clemens 
Romanus to the Corinthians, tho fo highly venerable, 
as to have been publickly read,not only in the Church 
of Corinth, but other Churches, yet was not inſerted 
into the Canon, but ſo negleRed even by the Roman 
Church, in whoſe Name it was written, that not one 
Copy of it hath been found in any Li of the whole 
Weſtern Church, till of late Cyril Patriarch of Conſtanti- 
»ople, ſent a moſt ancient Copy thereof, written by 7e- 
cla about the time of the _ Nicene Council to ing 
Charles the Firſt? Beſide,if the Biſhop of Rome had had 
all the Keys of Knowledge and Power at his own Gir- 
dle excluſively of S. Jobn, the 4/ran Churches did very 
irregularly, when long after the death of S. Peter and 


S. Paul, they addreſſed (#) to S. John, and not to S. Cle- (u) Hierm. 4c 

mens Biſhop of Rome, for a Key Theological, I man a "n- wx 

Goſpel to declare the TRocogy of Chriſt againſt the _ __ 
ies, ('x) and to ordain () cle. Alex. 


5 owe. 
TMs» $ 42. 


Cerinthian and Ebionitic H 


them Biſhops by the/judgment of the Spirit that was ”* ! 


in him, to ſecure them againſt deprayartions, if the 
Succeſlor of S. Peter at Rome had becn more mighty in 
the Power of God and Godlinels, to have ſettled their 
Afairs: But in truth, the power of the Keys,as it was 
ven toall the Apoſtles indeed, tho not promiſed in 
| words, fo is it ſucceſſive from S. Peter and the 
K Apoſtles 


65 


" The Catholic Balance. © Chap.II. 

Hn—_—_ their chief Succeffors, the Biſhops of the 

ian Charch, which now it lyes upon me to prove 
conoruous Citations from Anriquiry:. 

8 20. And ſirſt 1 will confront Terrul/an with 7er- 
tuſkan, who tho in a fit of Montaniſm he denyed the 
ſ{ucceſlion of rhe Keys to the Roman Church,and indeed 
to the Church Catholic, vindicating it only to Monta- 
es, on the right of a Prophetic Chariſma, yer at ano- 
ther time and place, in a cooler and more impartial tem- 

(y) Scorpiac. per, ('y ) he acknowledgeth. againſt the Gnoſtic's the 
ay. Grotie- , fucceſlion of rhe Keys from S. Peter to the: Church, 
ejw (i.e. Hea- th6 Teonfeſs, not fo much in the form of a judicial, or 
ven) 2c Dom: authoritative , aSa > ts , not to Prelates, 
per cus E-c/e. Dur © Confeſſars in the Church, an allegorizing 


ſa reliquife, fancy, accommodating the Hierarchical Conſtitutions 
ne bc 4" tothe Eternal Myſteries, which are prefigured in them. 
7, &-con. And ſothe Author de Dignitate Sacerdotali among the 
eſs, feret ſe- Works; and bearing the name of S. Ambroſe, th6 (2) he 
©) .cmbr.ds ſeems to make the Keys to be the DoQtine of the Gol: 
Dignit, Sacers. pel, yer he faith, that in S. Peter all the Sacerdotes, 
C 2» 


that is, the Biſhops, received them. Bur the real S. 
_ Ambroſe (a) makes Eccleſiaſtical Abſolution of Penitents 


Bur it being not to my pur- 
poſe at this time todiſcuſs,, whether Keys, promi- 
{ed to.S. Peter, be. the Keys of Knowledge, or of Go+ 
vernment, or-Stewardſhip in the great Houſe of God 
the Church, I ſhall only obſerve how truly and judici- 
auſly. they arc- aſſerted to. be fuccefliye. For-the ey 
ef: Knowledge was not only, S.Peter's-portion, but = 
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riſm firſt, and afterw 
by Cenſure, muſt hang at the Girdle of every 
Governour at leaſt in every particular Church. 
that the very naturc, uſe; and deſign of theſe Keys 
proves them to be hereditary , not only to one, bur 
very many Succeſſors. And therefore the Fathers on 
ſound Judgment have delivered Epiſco to be Fun- 
damental, and the Keys ſucceſſive from S. Peter and 
the reſt Apoſtles, thd6 our Saviour never made this 
Grant to them all in theſe words, but only to S. Peter. 


For we muſt know: that this Charter of S. Peter (4) (a) Chryſtiom. 
Matth. 16. was but here promiſed him to be aRually 55 in Merch 


iven hereafter, and was no preſent Collation or Inve- ** 

Nlicure, and ſo we mult ſay of the Charter Apoſtolic 
or Epiſcopal, Matth. 18. But afterward in the aQtual 
donation of power, our Lord gave no more to S. Peter 
than the reſt. For juſt before his death he gives them 
equal Commiſſion to adminiſter the Euchariſt ; after 
his Reſurrection he equally gives them power to Teach, 
Baptize, Remit,and Retain : The Eleftion of Matthias 
was an Affair in common, the deſcent of the Spirit was 
on them all; and S. Peter had no other inherent di- 
ſtinQtive Grace above the others, but only a Prolocu- 
tory Antecedency. So then ſince our Saviour Chriſt 
fulklled his promiſe to S. Peter , and yer gave him no 
ſpecifically different Authority really diſtin from that 
of rhe ar 4 it follows, that "6 order of the other Apo- 
ſtles was as Fundamental in the Eccleſiaſtic ſtruQture as 
S. Peters, and that they had the ſame Keys of Know- 
| ledge, Dodtrines, Sacraments, and Cenſures as lic had, 
which therefore, being in their own nature and deſign 
ſucceſſive, deſconded not only on all Biſhops of S. Pe- 
ter's Ordination, but of the other Apoltles allo, Raga 
Hrs "7 - _ 
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om. them to their Succeſlors for ever by virtue of our 
s promiſe Matth. 28, Lo 1 am with you unto the 
d « of t T* Wor { b wy . 
(21, $ 21, The third Clauſe in the Charter promiſed to- 
S, Peter is the power of Binding and Looſing, which 
as it was alſo ſor ale promiſed all the Apoſtles, 
and the Church in them, in the ſame words, {o ſhall I 
explicitly aa the Teſtimony of the Ancients for 
the ſucceſſion of it to all Biſhops. Thus therefore 0ri- 
en, th6 on Matth. 16. and the words of this Charter, 
| after his manner allegorizeth, and requires ſanity 
as well as authority in a Biſhop to bind or looſe; yer he 
| _ doth thereby acknowledge the ſucceſſion of Power, if 
(-) 0igHom.z. there be alſo an Epiſcopal ſanity : And (e) elſewhere 
in judic<.2. yyithout ſuch reſtriction he declareth the Canonical de- 
ſcent of this Power to the Biſhops of the Church : 70 
ſeeſt therefore, ſaith he, that God did not only deliver 
enders into the hands of their Enemies (viz. Devils) 


Z his Apoſtles, but fimners alſo are delivered to the de- 


rudtion of the Fle by them which rule in the Church , 

, and have power to looſe and bind ,, when for their ſins 
({\Cyp Jubaian, they are ſeparated from the Body of Chri(t. And S. Cy- 
Ep.7 5.56.Unde przan Allo to Jubaian maketh (f ). S. Peter's Charter , 
cipny and that of Remitting and Retaining ſiren to. the Apo-, 
preepoſitus lice {tles, to be the ſame, and maketh ptiſm to be 4, 
baptizare,&® Branch of the power of Binding and Loofing (as it is 
—— Fundamenral in Chriſtianity) as well as of Remitting 
-1: autem ne@ and Retaining , and ſucceſſive to the Prelates of the 
ligari _—_— Church: And for the ſucceſſion of the Apoſtolic power | 
4 yas x an of Remitting and Retaining, Firmilian prohounceth 
ligare poſſit 4- clearly, That (g) the power of remitting fins was'gzven to 
_ - daut fol. yp Apoſtles, and the Churches, which they,being ſent by 
(g) Firmil. as Chriſt, conſtituted, and the — which <0, 54 them 
Cyp. int-Ep.Cy* 3 a wvicarious Ordination. And like S. C Yprian, makes 
prin. £275 this Charter the ſame with S. Peter's,and'the power and 
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authority of baptizing a part of it. So S. Chryſoftom 
makes the power of Binding and Looſing ho be 
ſive (þ) to the Church, thar is, (5) to the Prelates of it. (1) ChyſHow 
And in like manner (+)S. Auguſtine makes ita very uſe- (i; chr 1417) 
ful power lodged in the Church. for the comfort and 5. in March. 
reſtirution of Penitents, that whatſoever the Church ;*-& How: 5. 
ſhall looſe on Earth ſhall be looſed in Heaven. So that viai dominum, 
by theſe few, among infinite Teſtimonies of the An- #)4«g.de verb. 
cients, I think all the Charter promiſed S.Peter, to be = obo 
proved entirely common to all the Apoſtles,and ſs like- Marrs. $er. 8. 
wiſe {ucceflive to the Catholic Church, that is, the Bi- 
ſhops of it. | 
s$ 22. Paſs we then from S. Peter's Charter to his $ 2: 
Paſtoral Charge of Feeding Chrilt's ſheep, John 21.and 
we ſhall find, that as from the Nature of the Duty, fo 
from the Senſe of the Ancients, as common to the reſt 
Apoſtles, ſo derivative to all Doctors Eccleſiaſtical. For 
thus averreth the great S. Bafil , That Chriſt, who (1 )(1) naſl. ge vic 
next himſelf conſtituted Peter Paſtor of his Church , Solitar. 
did conſequently give the ſame power to all Paſtors and 
Dodtors : of which this is a fign,that they all equally bind, 
and equally looſe. Of which there can be-no- doubr, 
ſince the Scripture aſſureth us, that God hath-planted 
in the Church Apoſtles, Prophets, Evangcliſts, Paſtors, 
and Teachers, 'Eph.4q.1r.. And S. Pax! chargeth the 
Elders of the Ephefhan Church to feed the Church of 
God, over which the Holy Ghoſt had made. them Bi- 
[DoPs, Ads 20.28. Nay, (m) S. Chryſo/tom makes the (»)cir;Hom.. 
| oral Duty to deſcend from'S. Peten's Paſce Oves,not 77 ad Marth.. 
only to Biſhops, but toevery one towhom the meaneſt ** 
Flock is committed, yea even unto Maſters and Mi- 
ſtreſſes of Families; ſo far is it from being peculiar to S.. 
Peter's own Perſon, or one ordinary continued Suc- 
ceſſor in any See Epiſcopal. So then ſince the whole. 
Charter and Paſtacal Charge of S. Peter is in. the ye" 
| 0 
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of the Fathers derivated from hit and the Apoſtles im- 


mediately and principally to all Biſhops of rhe Church, 
and the univerſal. praQtice of the Churches Baptiſm , 
Cenſures and Diſcipline deſcends. from , and refers it 
ſelf ro this Charter, Tchink the ſucceſſion of it equally 
to all Biſhops is proved fully by the' Univerſal, Do&o- 
ral, and ical Tradition of the Catholic Church. 
cred ho infamate the infaibiity and indefny.o 
to inſinuate the infallibiliry and ij of 
Faith in all S. Peter's Succeſlors at Rome, bicdh Labe 
2.2. 32. our Saviour Chriſt tells S. Peter, that he had 
peu eds: _ his _ ſhould nor _ I will 
not . typical interpretation of S. Augu- 
ftine, That S. Peter was a Type of the Church Carho- 
lic, (as he ſeemeth ro be in the ſeveral flowings and eb- 
bings of his Zeal, the frequent Reciprocations of his 
Courage and Infirmitics, and the Diſcipline uſed on him 
by Chriſt to reform and perfet him, as he doth his 
urch) and ſo conclude the ſenſe ro be , that Chriſt 
prayed for the Catholic Church in the type of S. Peter, 
that her Faith might not fail ; but de only deſire to 
have it proved by rhe ſuffrage of Antiquity , that it is 
the received ſenſe of the primitive Church, and the uni- 
form and avowed Doftrine of the primitive Doors , 
that rhis Text rranſmits this certain indefici of 
Faith ro the wy Biſhop of Rome, and I-ſhall yield it, 
th6 the Text it (elf, ar the occaſion of it, doth nor im- 
port any the leaſt ſucceſſion of that certain Grace to 
any one bur 'S, Peter's own perſon, For firſt, it was 
not indulged to the other Apoſtles , th6 it was to S. 
Peter for the ſtrengthening-of them: For thus runs the 
Text ; Simon, behold, Satan hath defired to have you, 
that he may fift you as Wheat: But I have pra god or 
thee, that thy Faith fail not, and when thou art convert- 


ed, ſtrengthen thy Brethren. So that the-plain intention 
is 
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is this, that, God having deſigned chat the Apoſtolical 
Unity ſhould be founded in the primacy of S. Peter , 
Chriſt had undertaken an eſpecial Providence for him , 
that in this great temptation to Apoſtacy,from the death 
and — of Chriſt,he might not utterly fall away; 
bur ſince all the Apoſtles would timorouſly forlake 
him and fly,and he alſo at laſt ſhould be fo feeble.as for 
2 moment to deny him, bj that his Faith ſhould noc 
utterly fail, but he ſhould certainly and preſently be 
converted, and weep bitterly, and upon that he is here- 
forewarned to go and ſtrengthen and re-encourage the: 
Faith of the fugitive Apoſtles, that hereby their 
Faith alſo might recover, and not fully or fail, 
but after S. Peter their Primate or Prolocutor, they al- 
fo might be able to recover to an caſie indeficiency of 
Faith. For to think that this certain indeficiency ſhould 
be derived down from S. Peter only to,the Biſhop of 
Rmme, without being communicated to the other Apo» 
ſtles, is ſuch a vanity of imagination, as needs no con- 

futarion,bur its own apparent incredibility. S. Peter's: 
Faith then was abſolutely ſecured from totally falling 

in that remptation, to the end he might be a means to- 
recover his fallen Brethren, whom willed to riſe 

again freely to an indeficient Faith, but had not ſo abſo- 

lutely decreed to ſecure them by his own immediate 

impulſes, but commirted them to the Moral means of. 
Reſtitution by the counſel and example of their Primate: 
Nor was this any partiality in our Lord to S. Peter more- 
than the reſt, for this was granted him, not for his own. 
fake only, bur theirs alſo : For-their- natural weakneſs. 
was ſuch, that without ſome proteQtion from aboye ,. 
they would all have finally or totally fallen away.. 
Now God ſaw that the very crefting of one Apoſtle 

from. his Fears, would enkindle the like ſpirit in the 

reſt,. or at leaſt. would be ſufficient ſo to-do; and. who 
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was {© fit to be thus certainly  re-ereted by Chriſt , 
as the Primate of the Twelve; who as he had preceded 
them in all other acts of Faith, ſo he might allo in this 
\Converſion ? | 
5:4  $ 24. Having thus explained. the Texts cited for the 
&) Grez.Naz. Roman Monarchy , and ſtared the Originals of the 
de ſcip. ab 283- Charter Hierarchical, we now -come to examine the 
— "1,7 ſuccefſion further, and rhercin try whether we can find 
exSeia wil the right of Papal Sovereignty deſcending from S. Peter 
we TT the See of Rome. This enquiry the roo cager con- 
——_ »Zzre- tentions of men about external Pre-eminence maketh 
we iv it «pr--neceſlary, tho needleſs in it ſelf : for that the evanid 
_— * Glories of this World ought to be the object of Chri- 
Nus 08 73 &- ſtian Contempt, not Eccleſiaſtical Ambition; (») and 
| poker. yr he that is greateſt, ſhould in reality become the ſervant 
gs of all, he that is leaſt ſhould emulate, not the cx- 
v4nabne% ternal ſplendour, but the vertues and graces of the 
n x84 orcateſt. And fince, asto the eſſentials of Epiſcopacy, 
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rezCadiCergh all the Biſhops are of equal merit,as equally Succeſſor 


' iCadil to the Apoſtles, therefore Rome ſhould not deſpiſe Eu- 


ha pony 17 " gubium , nor Conſtantinople Rhegium , nor Alexandria 
wale 1uar dr Tanis. (0) For neither the power of Riches, nor the mean- 
OY tors neſs of Poverty, doth make a Biſhop ſuperiour or inferjour 
Jor 8 os Tw to each other. But becauſe thoſe, that have obrained 
wr ielpvy rhe greateſt ſtations in the Church, have valued more 
X05 14. their external Glory than the Churches Peace, and for 
7» 4101, «that cauſe the Juſtice of God hath permitted rhoſe 
"dv » *11e Glories to the Debaſements and Vilifications of many 
Chry/Hom.73. Enemies , on which hath followed the violation 


in Matth23-& of the Churches Unity by the violent Recipro- 

(@) Hicren.ad E. cation of the Saw about theſe Eminencies ; for your 

wagr. par. 3 ſatisfaction abour theſe litigious Claims of Primacy, I 

Tra®.3. Ep.6% ſhall give you the ſincere lenſes of the Ancients, as the 
only juſt Weights and Meaſures to determine theſe un- 
worthy Diſcords. 
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+ $:2-5. The Papac ns. Gualenging s Songs, i 
power over the Catholic urch, { its Title in; 
che ſucceſſion to S. Peter, and his Charter and | 
which I haye already explained. Upon which Exp 
nation we might ſafely grant the Church of Rome. as 
great a primacy above, other Churches ,, as. S.. Peter 
(and S."Paul roo put rogether) had over the other A- 
poſtles, without any danger. or fear. of Eccicliaſtic 
ſlavery, provided always that S, Peter's Succeſlors in 
the Sce of Rome ſucceed alſo in the integrity of S. Pe- 
ter's Faith and DoQtrine, withour any Depravations or 
Innovations thereupon. Bur if any Biſhop, fails in theſe 
which are Fundamentals, cither to ſalvation, or ghe v1 
ſible being or unity of the Church, or ſball-intrude or 
ſuperadd any ſuperſtitious or impious Inſtitutions, ei- 
ther in Faith, or PraCtice,th6 the Canonical Priviledges 
of his See be inviolate, or inviolable, yer cyery duck 
particular Biſhop may forleit his. Bithopric, or,the ac; 
cidenrat Dignities thereof, thro,the guilt of ſuch Fun: 
damental Prevarications, and thus have Patriarchs m7 
Primates themſelves becn depoſed by Councilseven leſs 
than Occumenical. So Porky pe of Reaſon * 


Juſtice, rho we Brant The hi Timac 006 9- 
man See, we may hold any ir gular lh of. Rox 

corrigible and deprivable by the ame A , ble 
Councils as other Biſhops are, and th6 -perhaps no 
Council be actually had, or to be had to paſs cenſure 
on him, yet in the mean time cyery Biſhop is at liber- 
ty to refuſe Communion with ; him. upon, a. Remon- 
ſtratice againſt his uncommunicable irregylaricies rothe 
whole Catholic Church , till he reform- the Scandal. 
And therefore 1 will not object to them the ſecond Coun- 
cil of Epheſus being Eutychian, (where Dzoſcorus the Eu- 


tychian Patriarch ot Alexandria (p) did % ily refulc (p) Ev 12. Feel. 
Thad 


Leo's Lerters, and Determination, bein 
L 


pro- 


adox, bur _ 2. C. 2.& 
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procured him'ro'be 'Excomtmunicated by the whole 
Council) becauſe the” 'Couhcil was Heretical as to the 
Faith ; bur yer it feems, that th6 rhe Pope before this 
time was grown big and formidable, this Council was 
not conſcious, that the Pope was incontroulable,if in an 
Herefic, as they believed 'Lzo to be. But this I ſhall 
ſay, there were fuch Miſcarriages in ſome Popes in an- 
cient days, that had they nor retrated them upon the 
Churches refuſing to allow them,muſt and would have 
alienated the Church from their Communion at leaſt, 
if not have ended in their Depoſition, of which I ſhall 
have pccafion to diſcourſe anon. in the proceſs of this 


, is But th6 I allow a Canonical Primacy in the 
See of Rome, as the Ancients do, above any other 
| See, which I ſhall anon explain, yer can ir 
be- founded in this or Charter of S. Peter. 
For not to repeat that this was but then pro- 
miſed, when expreſſed, as in Matth. 16. not aQtually 
collared, and was afterward given to all the Apoſtles in 
common with him without any ſingular preference , 
or granting herein a primacy to be ſettled on 
S. Peter's own perſon, nay that ſucceſſive too, yer 
can it 'not be proved by the words of this Charter, = 
the ſicceffion was from him to be devolved on the Bi- 
ſhop of Rome alone. For allowing the primacy of S. 
Peter to be herein expreſſed, and intended a to his 
Succeſſors, yer S. Peter had other Succefſors in other 
—__ Sees oe pwok of Rome, bu whom —_— 
primacy on thi ition muſt as equally deſcend 
as to the Biſhop of Rome, becauſe in hls of the 
Charter the ſucceſſion is not aſſigned to any one ſole 
or definite place. So that it muſt be underſtood entirely 
ro deſcend ro every Succeſſor without reſtriction to an 
place, or to ſuch ſingle Sacceſſor as S. Peter him 
ul 
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narchy at pag Fre e later determinati- - * 
on be admitted, that S. Peter bob power to bogey 
this Charter of primacy to what Soros br be 

which he y did to the ery dey ever, 
prove-this roundly by any yalid ſuffrage of Antiquity, 
and for my own part I will yield it. Know you then 
that there is a pretended Apoſtolical Hiſtory, fathered 
on Abdias the pretended felt Biſhop of "m 
gives the very formula of S. Clemens his 


Peter to the See of Rome, telling us, (9) Ph hor as 


S. Peter,being at Rome, or that hu death was 
Convent of the Brethren, taking Clemens by the 15-5 py 
riſe ng theſe a in the ears of the whole Church: 
Hear my Brethren and ſellow Servants, I will wa gy 
this Clemens: for. your Biſhop, to whom. alone Z. 
Chair of Preaching and Doftrine, 7 deliver unto 
Power given me = by the Lord of Binding and Looſe rhe 
whatſoever he ſhall decree of apy matters on Earth, 
4 fi ee ” Foam: For he ſhall bind, o phe of 
pants aoſe that whic hr ta. 
hot lite a” he laid his hands on pray 
by 0 ke by Chair. Now thd there are a 
Evidences to prove this Author ſuppolititious, 
Hound Eden Fables, , I 1 will give the Roman 
Cauls wope aggyancage tha o _YE Qin, an ſuppoſe 
him-true at leaſt in chis pation, and JEN it, qo. c- 
vince, that S. Peter granſmitted his power and primacy 
only to S. Clemens. For th6 to him alone: he commir- 
ted the Chair, and the power of Binding and Looſing 
at Rome, yet this hinders not , but that in other Sees he 
might bavedone the like to other Bilhops by: him elſe- 


wherc conſtituted. And withal, here is no mention of 
L 2 Build: 


4+ \Chap.l. 
”, nee. © 
FP __ The Curholie Bala o him the Reys, 
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have no certain Hiſtory that S. Peter was'in perſon at 

Alexandria, yet is that alſo called (#) a Sec Apoſtolic, _ Eccl. 

as well as thoſe of Jeruſalem, Antioch, and Rome : not © © 

that any other Apoſtle was firſt Biſhop there, bur becauſe 

S. Mark, (x) the Miniſter and Evangeliſt of S. Peter , $9. _ 

was the firſt Biſhop there, either by the fole Authority G-«g.N.:.Serm. 

of S. Peter, or rather with the conſent or counſel of 'S. in 4thans/: 

Paul, S. John, or other Apoſtles, or Prophets , bur cer- a 

tainly not withour S. Peter's permiſſion, if $.Peter were 

then alive, as certainly he was. For S. Mark ( y) dyed (y) £uſeb.Ecct. 

at Alexandrii,and left Anianus his ſucceſſor in the cighth none 
car of Nero's Empire. Whereas S. Zerom places the log. in Marco. 

Marryrdon of S. Peter in the laſt, that is, (z) the four: (=) Hier. in 

reenth year of Nero's Reign, making S. Paul (a) alſo to = ——mnntro 

be martyred the ſame day and year with him ; where- in Pau. 

as Prudentius and Maximus, above cited $ 14. affirms. 

Paul martyred the fame day Twelye-month after S. Pe- 

ter, by ſome miſtake or inadvertency, either in him, or 

them ; bur howeverit proves S.Peter to be alive when 

S. Mark went to Alexandria, and therefore that he was 

ſent thither by, and not withour'S. Peter's permiſſion, 

delegation, and authority. For who could preſume to 

rake off S. Mark from his ſervice to S. Peter without his 

allowance? So that it is evident, that S.Mark being no 

Apoſtle, bur only an Evangeliſt, and ſubordinate Mini- 

ſter to S. Peter, could nor aſſurhe a-Biſhopric to himſelf 

without an Apoſtolic Ordination, and particularly that 

of his own Father S. Peter. And this is the more pro-- 

bable, becauſe he ſhould ſeem to be ſent onl fell to 

the Circumciſion of Alexandria, from that (5) Jewiſh (4) Hiern. in 

way of life which his Converts uſed, deferibed by Phj- Catal.in Marco, 

lo de Supplicitus in praiſe of. the Jewiſh Nation : for 

that S. Peter was the Apoſtolical Primate of the Cir- 

cumcifion. What then can be imagined as the cauſe why 

S, Peter ſhould by the conſent of the whole Apoſtolic 

Colledge. 
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have, the Foundation of. all the four primitive 

Primacics at Jer=/alem, Antioch, Rome, and Alexandria 2 

Undoubtedly they forcſccing their diſperſion to all Na- 

tions, had the whole ſtate both of the Jewiſh and Gen- 

tile World in their eye,and that not withour the dictate 

of the Spirit of God, and could not bur fee, that thoſe 

Ciries,which had been not long before all Imperial,and 

fill the chiefeſt, and of moſt principal moment to the 

Jews and Gentiles, as to all their Laws , Judgments, 

and Politics, would be alſo rhe moſt principally uſeful 

Seats for the firſt planting the Goſpel,and for a mater- 

nal fecundity to the regeneration of minor Places and 

the Country, and People within their Territories , and 

moſt advyantagious to maintain the Catholic Unity, and 

{ molt fitted tor the uſes and honour of primacy, Fera- 

ſalem over the Jewiſh, and rhe others over the Gentile 

_—_ On ET ens » by unanimous 

conſent lodged thar care to ict up primatic Thrones 

there in their Primate S. Peter efpecally for the Jewiſh 

diſperſion, thd not in all probabiliry without the con- 

currence of others of their aſſignation, or his aſſumpti- 

on. Wherefore, th6 the Principalities of thoſe Ciries , 

as to ſecular Government, was the cauſe why they were 

made primppians chiefeſt Sees. by the Apoſtles ; yer 

that which gave that Eccleſiaſtic Dignity was, that they 

(c) Clem. Rem. were ſounded not only by the Apoſtles, bur the chict- 

Epif.1.4d C*- oft Apoſtles, not only as Epiſcopal, bur alſo primatic 
rinth, —— yes .. 

«654 63 5 $08. For no doubt S. Peter, as well as the: (c) other 

mas xupss- Apoſtles, ordained other Biſhops in other Cities, cither 

——_—_— ſole, or in conjuntion with other Apoſtles, Prophets , 

x «wr, Or Biſhops, and tranſmitted to them the plenitude of E- 

Gagadoarſne piſcopacy, and his own Charter as a Biſhop; bur made 

& 15zr«e not their Sees ſo primely organical to the Catholic 

x Nexires 9% Communion as thele principal ones at Rome , Alexan- 


wopirow 1,34, Antioch, and Jeruſalem. And had not theſe prime 
Apoſtles 
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Apoſtles planted theſe greater Sees, in all reaſon 
had not been, as they were even from ROY 
more honourable than others, but rather w 
beerrleſs honourable than the Churches that S. Peter, 
S. awe 7164 er ſhould —_ founded , 
notwi | greater Amplirude and Principali 
ties of theſe Cities. For th6 it was convenient nga 
uſes of the Church to follow the Imperial Poliry, and 
ſo to ſet up the chiefeſt Sees in the chicfeſt Ciries, 
it was not eſſentially requiſite coeur Sine ned had 
our Methods been otherwiſe ocigjaally modelled,lefſer 
and obſcurer Cities might by the Apoſtles have been 
made Primatic and Metropolitan to the Cities thar 
were ſuperiour in Seculars, as we ſte at home in the 
diſtintion of Canterbury and London : the Eccleſiaſti- 
cal glory of Sees deſcending from the tive and 
dignation of the Founders,l mean ſtical,as ſpeak- 
ing of the Church abſtratly without any relation to 
Chriſtian States. Now then all theſe Sears of prima- 
tic Biſhoprics being made ſo primatic by S.Peter's-Foun- 
dation, how can this primacy be arrogated only unto- 
Rome; and that not only a regular, bur a ſovercign pri- 
macy, meerly on this only ground, that S. Peter was. 
its Founder? For th6ir may be ſaid, that S. Perer him- 
ſelf never fate in the Chair at Alexandria, which was 
a Daughter Church of Rome , becauſe S. Mark went 
from Rome by the miſſion of S. Peter with his Goſpel 
to Alexandria, yet firſt I anſwer, this doth not prove. 
Al:xandria Daughter to Rome,for that S. Peter ordain- 
ed him Biſhop of 4/exandria, not as Biſhop of Rome in: 
the right of the Roman <ee, butas an. Apoltle at large, 
nay Primate of the Apoſtles of the Circumciſion : For 
had he done it as Biſhop of Rome in the right of that 
See, then all the Succelfors of ,4/:xandria mult bave 
been conſtituted by the ſucceſſive Biſhops of Rome, which. 
was 
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was never the courſe, as is eyident in. all- Eccleſiaſtical 

Hiſtory. But however, there can be no pretence: for 

this at Antioch, where S. Peter was,as an Apoſtle and 
Evangeliſt by the teſtimony of the Scripture , ( which 

doth not affitm the ſame of his being at Rome) and as a 

ticular Biſhop by the teſtimony of Tradition, and 

ad his Chair before ever he came to Rome : So 

that of the two Primacics, that of Antioch was prior 

in point of time. And in this reſpe& of time, the pri- 

(a) ,cnmny "up matic Biſhopric of the Jewiſh Churches, Jeruſalem , (4) 
—__ Magn. the Mother of all Churches, was prior to both Antioch 
ad Syn.Roman. and Rome; for that even literally out of Son firſt came 
ſub D=m4ſ*.. forth the Law, andthe Word of God from Jeruſalem , 
Eſa.z. 3. Upon which primogeieues of the Eaſtern 

before the Weſtern Churches, thoſe of the Eaſt upon oc- 

caſions undertook to correCt the ſupercilizm of the We- 

ſterns, by telling them, that they are the off ſpring of 

the Eaſt. Bur the truth is, S. Peter was not affixed to 

any Scart when this Charter was promiſed him, and af- 

ter yiven him with the reſt of his Colleagues, which 

indeed" contains no relative alliance to any definite 

Place os See,but an abſolute and ſpiritual Chariſma on- 

ly, conſticuting the very eſſence of a Biſhop, to overſee 

the State, and diſpoſe and perform all Acts Eccleſiaſti- 

cal: burro execute this power, in this or that place, is 

bur accidental to the nature of the Epifcopal power; 

for when diſtant from his See, he is a Biſhop all the 

World over,and may perform the Offices Epiſcopal an 

Converts in any Pagan place, without any ſubjeQion 

to, or controulment by any other Biſhop, beyond his 

own limited Dioceſe, and ſo he Canonically may in a- 

ny other Biſhops Dioceſe by permiſſion : of which there 

are very many Inſtances in Eccleſiaſtical Records and 

Hiſtories. So then the Charter, divinely promiſed and 

given to S. Perer,was not by that Grant of Chriſt yeſted 


on 
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on the only Biſhop of Rome, or any ocher dererminace 


place, bur only on all Biſhops in general, 'thar cither he, 


or indeed any other Apoſtle, by virtue of the ſame ef- 
ſenrial power (actually collated in equal proportion/on 
chem all) ſhould ordain Biſhops, to propagate a conti- 
nual ſucceſſion in the Hierarchy. Burt whatſoever pri- 
macy Kome, or other Sees after had, that was buta po- 
ſirive, externat, and prudential Conſtitution, (not myſ(- 
tical) and ſo not fundamental to the being of the Church 
Catholic, which could have ſubſiſted and continued in 
Villages as well as Cities, had the wiſdom of God and 

his Apoſtles ſo diſpoſed ir. 
$ 27. We come then at laſt toconkder the Primacy 
that is both common to all theſe Sees, and then that 
which is peculiar to each of them. Now Primacy may 
be diſtributed into three kinds, viz.of Uſe, Honour,and 
Power. And firſt, as to the uſe of theſe primitive Sees, 
their Biſhops had this advantage in common above 0- 
ther Metropolitan or Common Sees, that they could 
wr, tranſmit the Acts and Aﬀairs of the whole 
Catholic Church from one end of the Wopld to the o- 
ther, with more caſie and certain Expedition, by reaſon 
of the Secular opportunities and means of conveyance, 
and to this uſe « Cour they were principally imploy- 
ed in the primitive Ages: And as to theſe uſes Rome, 
from the advantage of the Empire, was the greateſt 
See,and irs Biſhop, in theſe Oecumenical Tranſmiſſions, 
of principal moment and convenience. And as they 
were of ſuch an univerſal uſe in ſuch Tranſmiſſions, 16 
were they equally of like principal uſe in calling of the 
largeſt, or moft numerous Councils of their Daughter 
Churches within their primatic Limits , much greater 
than any leſs Metropolitans could collect. So that by 
the unanimous conſent of theſe four Primates ; every 
Metropolitan within theſe EY directed 
to 


$ 27. 
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to:conhvene Councils in cach Province thrd all the Jew- 

por mma | pos he ns "the % ns d 
ity upon a: conlent in their ſeveral de- 
ion General Council met in one place, 
and much more farisfying ro the doubts of any man's 
mind: - And herein th: Church of Rome, from the ad- 
(e) Seer, Eccl. yantage of rhe Imperial City, had a (e) larger ficld to 
Hiſty-3-C ,, propagate the Eccleſiaſtical, and to found more 
a Lond Daughter Churches in the Weſtern World, over whom 
« 71 Ps ſhe 'mighttherefore uſe ſome primacy in convening more 
bales =." Provincial Councils, than the Territories of the three 
y » 6- Eaſtern Primacics could ſeyerally contain. - So rhat in 
ahbypun, (Xe refpet-0f theſe primatic uſes the Primate of Rome had 
Council at A#- A Frcater extent of Ground, and a greater number of 
tiech ro Pope Provinces to at in, than any one of the other. Se- 
1,4) 6.5 condly, We ſhall conſider the primacy of Honour. 
rigrs 'Ev- Now whereas Honour is nothing bur the eſteem of 
entles mile Men, the kinds of Honour are as various as the cauſes 
wwnubles producing it inthe Senſes, Opinions, and Admirations 
x < is w of Men. Now as to the Honour common to theſe 
Wepens, primatic Secs, \it conſiſts in this, that they were all 
Sywd\&- 4- tounded by the Primare of the twelve Apoſtles,as afore- 
2 = aid, but cach of them have ſome ſingular Honour pe- 
4145s 64 culiar tocach See, in the compariſon of which one with 
pew,.bm wil 144- the other, a. Man that is wiſer than I, may diſcern 
92% 7%" Which'of theſe four hath the moſt honorary majority. 
TArex]uo, And firſt as to Time, we ſhall thus reckon the order 
«der » of pri in theſe principal Sees, Hieruſalem, Antioch, 
Sl. Rome, and Alexandria. If we conſider the: primacy:of 
Honour from our being denominated Chriſtians , the 


Scri paſſeth a remarkable eminency herein on A»- 
prov: gan the Diſciples were firſt called Chriſtians 
there, As 11. 26. as if the Church had been as it were 
(f1Cb»y[Hom. firſt Chriſtened there. On which S. Chryſo/tom in his 
7. in Match. 2. Sermon to them, adyertiſeth (f) thus: 7ow, faith he, 


if 
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rial Powers of-rhe Heathen, and therein the rwo very 
ſhould as it were, water and ſandtifie it with their 
- the third eſcaping by a Miracle like that of Sha- 
drach, Meſhach, and Abednegoat BabylonNow the death 
of Saints, avir is-dear in the ſight of the Lord, ſo was ir 
ſo —_— in the ſenſe of che primirive Chriſtians, be- 


ek Seoul foly y 
iſtical Sacrifice with all kick and —_ Devo- 
tions, and zealous Commemorations, and at which all 
' -  mannerof Miracles were faid to be frequently done. So 
 thatnotovly the Chair of S, Peter and+S: Pau , bur 
' --- their Blood fanRified this Church to a preater external 
| eons Glory in this reſpect than any other. 
And therefore as upon Politic Accounts it was moſt uſe- 
ful ro the univerſal Communion of the Church Catho- 
lie it the ollicitation or tranſmillion of Atairs, becauſe 
- tothis Imperial City all Nations and Churches muſt 
have a more frequent and fuller recourſe upon rempo- 
ral occaſions, ſo was it dedicated by the Blood of theſe 
two: chief Apoſtles ro daedeedt Honour in this re- 
prey mmm ries: And hence the origi- 
mm ac ry—— conſiſts only in 
ws _ ppy and glorious in the Mar- 
—_ 464 poſtles, and withal more uſe- 
= facile union no the whole diffulive Bo- 
dy of the Church Catholic, the Succeſſors of \ this Sce 
ae I ge 6 ve 
particular reverence above 
yn and SP, S. Paul themſelves (that 
le than the reſt Apoſtles) who ſuf- 


Cc. cum mas heveuntey chat theſe -A- 
DC rayioeys SIE 
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the greareſb Enemy of Chriſtianity, Simon Magus , (1) 
who had in this City an Image fect up with this In- 
ſcription, Simoni Saufto Dev, and was the Grandfather. 
of Magic and Herefie, whoſe Confuſion therefore by 
the Doctrine, Prayers, Faith, and Spirit of theſe Apo- 
ſtles at Rome, in the ſight of all the Heathen Powers. 
and People, was a new acceſſion of Glory to this See, 
as the Seat of this Triumph of Chriſtianity over 
all the Powers of darkneſs and ſpiritual wickedneſs in 
high places. The third fort of Primacy is that of 


Power and Authority. Of which we cannot find the 


leaſt footſteps that the Church of Rome had.originally. 


over the other primatic Sees above named, or they over - 
ir. For that which (m) Epiphanins obſerves of Jeruſa- (m) £31phox. 
lem,. that being the Mother of all Churches (in ſome = 70 


ſenſe, in that the Goſpel came from thence, not that 
her Biſhop conſtituted all Gentile Churches) all other: 
Churches throughout the World were to aſſent unto it: 
inthe time of the Paſchal Feaſt, while its Biſhops were: 
of the Circumciſion, till the defolation of the place by: 
Alius Adrianas,on which the Jews were baniſhed from» 
the place, and the Gentiles inhabired it : This was nor: 
(if it be true) in ſubmiſſion to the ſovereignty of the: 
Jewiſh Church over the Gentiles, whom+S. Paw! afferr- 
ed free from Jewiſh Dominion, bur only, as Epiphanius. 
faith, for Concords fake, and in condelcenſion to their: 
Infirmities, and prejudices of their Education in the: 
Law and Carnal Traditions of their Fathers, in accom-+ 
modarion to which S. Paul (ſubmitred ro purifie himſelf 
in'the Temple. Nor can | find any primitive ſuperio« 
riry of Power in any Primate or Metropolitan above a+ 
ny other Biſhop, bur only directive in the aſſembling of 
Provincial Councils, and in this no difference in theſe 
Primates and other Metropolitans, bur that thefe Pri- 
mates had a larger extent totake this ——— 
ug - 


85 
(1) Juſt. Mare. 
Apolog, 2.ad 
Anion. 


86. 
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bur for one particular Primate or Metropolitan'to cen-+ 
ſure any Biſhop by himiſctf;-or to be uncapable of cen- 
ſure in his own Provinciat Synods, hath no precedent 
inthe and pureſt Anriquiry. The (): Canon 
| Apia , Fhat every Biſhop of every Na- 
deference to him that" is chief among them, and 
—_— —_ rarer Felead, —=_ pom, 1g" 
hwy F every one to do 
thoſe things which are expedient to his own Dioceſe, and 
to the _— under him. And fo neither — _ o—_ 
_ without the conſent of them or 
hun there wif hour entity, ad Bed le ore 
thed the Lord in the Holy. Spirit. Qt which Canon I 
ſhall liave 'more occaſion to diſcourſe anon. In the 
mean time 1 ſhall nor diſſemble, nor conceal what [ 
find of deference given to the Roman See on the ac- 
nt memos For \as all ef} 
Honour and Urility rogether, ' naturally 
after it-an'extra oder </AC Homage of Vencration fo 
others, ſo theſe glorious Originals and eminent Services 
of the Catholic Union,attrafted to the Roman Biſhops 
a more-c{pecial deference and veneration in reſpedt of 
their Founders, who were as it were ſtill repreſcntative- 
Ea -and that ne 
in time, inſenſtble augmentarions;' improve as 
——_e ſingular Authority in token of Honour; 
for without ſuch Conceſſions, the Honour intended to 


that See would not have been ſo om rr 
to the Biſhopro whom ir was yielded; and the- way of 
men is freely enough ro'uſe thar Power, which the can- 


Ce eSechno hell conadh; or 'pur into 
wa a morn ry Peivand S Pais Ep: 
ps the Seat of S. Peter and S. Paul's E 
tas very raul Pre of amo al te Wettn 
a very fruitful Parent-of aimolt all the Weſtern 
urches, 
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Of the Primacy of $." Peter, Wc. 84 


Churches, which therefore by the- duties of 

were to pay Homage to their vencrable Mother, 

the advantage of its being the Seat of worldly Empire, 

it became ſo very venerable by continual Gradations , 

that in no very long time it became the primeſt and 

ſtrongeſt ſinew of the Catholic Body, the aſſiſtance of 

which was deſired by all Churches in order to any 
Conſtitutions of Catholic importance : Inſomuch that 

at length it became (0) a Canonical Rule not to omit (©) Sr. Eccl. 
the Biſhop of Rome in making Canons for the Catho- ——_— —_ 
lic Church , or in Matters of Catholic Concernment : wnnen x 
for that in him, by long cuſtom, had been a alolG - 
principal care for all Churches , being of old the org 
grand Agent in ordinary for the Weſtern Churches, in ,£79wre 
themſelves, and to the Eaſtern, and from the Eaſtern y,,,% 7 
tothe Weſtern Churches, vid. Cyp. Ep. 67. & Hiſt. Ecel. wroitew. 
paſſim. On which account (p) S. Bafil, as well-as many (&) 24#/. ad 
others, t t it neceſſary to acquaint the Biſhop of ©*""*£e.5 | 
Rome with the ſtate of the Greek Church, that he might , 
conſider and give them counſel, and if it might be too 
difficult for him to procure them the aſliſtance of a' Sy- 
nodical Decree, that. however he might ſend his own 
perſonal fuccour by men that could endure the Jour- 
ney. Where we may ſee that his eminent Intereſt, 
above others in Canonical Sandions, for the univerſal 
Syſtem of the Church, was founded, not in a Divine 
Charter, but Canonical Grant ; and that his help in- 
deed,cither ſynodical, or ſingle, was neceſſary to relieve 
the Eaſtern Churches in that valetudi miſery, by 
the way of counſel, or opinion, nor ot ſovereignty. 
For upon the Eaſtern diviſions,and by conſequence de- 
bilitations, the Roman See, being nor affeted with any 
ſuch diſtempers, became more neceſlary than before ro 
the Greek Church, as a compaſſionate Nurſe ro-a lan- 
guiſhing Patient, and therefore began to affect a: ſove- 


reignty 


V8 
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" on that occaſion, as it had before ro no effect 
(q) Dama. he 


Conc. Con- 


- wop. ſub 
antiwop. iu 


apud Theodorer. 
1.5. 10. 


: On which Ambicion (q) Pope Damaſns, th6 
otherwile a very excellent Perſon, writes an Epiſtle to 
the Biſhops aſſembled in Council at Conſtantinople, in 
a ſtyle never aſſumed (that ever I have ob(grved) by a- 
ny Biſhop of Rome before, calling them his moſt ho- 
nourable Sons, for their due love and ſubmiſſion to the 
Apoſtolic Chair at Rome, in begging him to depoſe 7:- 


mothy the Apolinarian Biſhop ot Alexandria, which he 
had alrcady done at the requeſt, and in the preſence of 


Peter the truce and Catholic Biſhop of Alexandria 


| (fled unto Rome for ſanfuary and reſtitation) by the 
" Judgment of his Apoſtolic Chair. But you muſt know, 


that this Judgment, upon Appeal made unto him , is 
m7" on the Canon of not Canonizing without the 

of Rome, and given, not ſo much as a ſole . 
ſtative ſentence, as an aſliſtant and relieving falbage 


to that ſqund part of the Catholic Church, that need- 
ed ſuch an eminent Patronage and Succour. But not 
only the Arian Biſhops and Councils rejected all the 

appearances of early affetation ro Supremacy in 


the Roman Chair with.ſcorn and indignation, but even 
the Catholic Biſhops of the Eaſt, whoſe afflicted con- 
dition made them ſupplicants to the Weſtern Church, 
and foto make uſe of the Roman arbitration as a weigh- 
7 Pops important expedient for the preſent Exigencies, 

id not however then reliſh the then Romilh aſpirari- 
ons to.the Heaaſhip of the Church univerſal ; and there- 
foxe S. Bafi/ chaſtiſerh rhe Tranſmarine Biſhops very 


(+) Bef!.ceſer. modeſtly in this manner: (7) Whether you repute your 


Epiſt. ad Tranſ- 
mar. Epilcopos. 


ſelves Head of the Univerſal Church, the Head cannot 
fay to the Feet, I have no need of you: or if you place 
your ſelves in equal order with your fellow Ecclefraſtical 
rs, you cannot ſay 10 us, 1ou are,of no uſe to us. 


Where you ſee, he thoucheth ——_ 
y 
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by which the Weſtera Church thought it (elf ſauprear” 
Head of the Eaſtern, and will not allow ail the Tranſl 
marine Biſhops together, and much lef$ rh4 one ſingle 
Biſhop of Rome, to be Head of the univerſal Church. 

s 28. Iris very true, that in very ancient days the $** 
Inſ1gnia of this See were fo very illuſtrious, that excher 
the Biſhops of Rome commonly admitted the Comple- 
ment, if not preſcribed the ſtyle, of Pontifex Miximur, 
and Epi/copus Epiſcoporrm, Greateſt High Pricſt , and 
Biſhop of Biſhops, which th6 ir may be interpreted on- 
ly to a ſupremacy of Honour, not of Power and Sove- 
reignty, yet the Weſtern Churches would not all en- 
dure it, over whom alone it ſeems to be aſſumed. For 
not only (/) Tertullian, when Montaniſt, upbraids the (#) Trtul. 4 
Biſhop of Rome with the Faſtus of thoſe exorbitant Ti- Podicitis 
tles, ow alſo S. Cyprian in Council at Carthage, ſtout- 
ly decryeth this ſtyle ſo pleaſing ro the Primate of 


Rome. (t) Noone, faith he, of «s maketh himſelf. a Bi- —_—_— 


ſhop of Biſhops, nor forceth his Colleagues by a tyrannical gy, gage. Hares. 
terror to a neceſſity of obedience : for that every Biſbop - 


hath an abſolute freedom of power, and can no more 
judzed of another , than he himſelf can judge another , 
Chriſt alone having the power of judging the Aﬀts of the. 
Biſhops. And accordingly he and his Colleagues ( « )() C2. Ep-5 5- 
would not allow the Appeal of the five Presbyrers '* 
(that had ſet up Fortunatus for their Biſhop) unto Pope 
Cornelius, as atterward alſo the ſame African Church 
under Aurelius Archbiſhop of Carthage,refuſed Appeals 
to Rome in the famous Caſe of - Apiarius, If then the 
African Church, which I deny not to derived from the: 
Roman, refuſe this Papal ſovereignty, how much more 
reaſon had the Greek, and other Churches,nor deſcend- 
ed thence, to oppole it, as indeed they did # Thus 
when the Afar Churches, from an ancicnt Tradition, 
kept the Chriſtian Paſchal on the Fourtecnth day ofthe 

N Moon, 
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Moon, according to the Jewiſh manner, and ſeveral Pro- 
vincial Synods, at the motion-, or direftion of Vitor 
Biſhop of Rome, were convencd in' ſeveral parts of the 
Church Catholic at once,all derermining for themſelves 
to keep the Tradition on the day of our Lord's Reſur- 
re&ion, excepting only the Afar Synod under Poly- 
crates Metropolitan of Epheſus , which retained the 


quartadeciman Tradition from S. John the Apoſtle, Phi- 
lip the Deacon , and his Daughters Prophereſles , 
Polycarp, Thraſeas, and $1zaris, Biſhops and M , 
Papirion, and Melito, Ec. Viftor Biſhop of Rome , the 
6) Eu{cb. Eccl. greateſt Primate in the Catholic Church, (x) endeavors 


Hiſt. L5-£23, 
a6. 


at one blow to cut off all rhe Afar Dioceſes from the 
Communion of the bordering Churches, and proſcribes 
them by his Letters, and declares all theſe Brethren ax 
once excommunicate ; bur this without the conſene of 
ſome Biſhops, who very ſhrewdly chaſtiſed him for it. 
And Irexeus among others in the name of the Gallic 
Church,of which he was Metropolitan,doth very prave- 
ly reprove the irregularity of that Cenſure in an Epiſtle 
ro YViftor himſelf , as allo in Epiſtles to ſeveral other 
Churches, by which this Cenſure of Yifor was uni- 
yerſally vacated. So that here I liſt ro enquire intothe 
confidence of that haſty Arraque of Yi&or : For if it 
were only the confidence that all thoſe Synods, that 
had concurred in his Cuſtom, would concuralſo in the 
Cecnſure, and ſecond him in this penal, as well as that 
ical part of the Cauſe, then he challenged nor 


nor (u an — — of his own: and 
fo. fi bo himſelf deſerted herein by vigour and rea- 
fon of his Opponents , fate down quiet under the de- 
fear. But if h& did it on the preſumprion of his own 
fole Authority herein, he the Church rofail him, 
that would not quit their Brethrens Communion for one 
man's haughtineſs, heat, or indiſcretion, how great ſ6- 


ever 
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ever his See was. Exact alike to-this i ww 
Vitor was that paſſionate ctfort of Pope Stepher's me- 
cal againſt the African, C _p—— Cilician, Galatian, 
Mo = - þ: 1 IIS: 

ptization, which Firmilian { y) affirms Pope Ste- () Firmil.a4 
phen to have incurred the guilt Win having —_—= 
off himſelf from ſo many Chriſtian Churches.7hox haſt $ 1a. 
cat off thy ſelf : Do not deceive thy ſelf, if he truly is a 
Schiſmatic who hath made himſelf an Apoſtate from the 
Communion of Ecclefiaſtic Tnity. For while thou think- 
eft that thou canſt excommunicate all from thee, thou haſt 
excommunicated thy ſelf from al. And the truth is, thd 
Pope Stephen's Tradition was like Vifor's, more univer- 
fal than the contrary, and therefore the oppoſing Chur- 
ches came over to it,yet there was no jult ground from 
the mecrgiffcrence of a ritual and conſuerudinary Tra- 
dition to' reſcind the Catholic Communion 'between 
them ; ſo that tho Szephen's Cauſe was the greater Fa- 
yourite of the Church, yer his rigour was Schiſmarical, 
or elſe it had not been condemned by that Miracle of 
Men and Biſhops, (z) Diemmy/ius Biſhop of Alexandria , by ona peny 
in his Epiſcopal Letters to Pope Xy/tus I. and Phile-,,, © 
mon, nor md void by the whole Church by the neg- 
le& and diſapprobation of it, and the pretended Au- 
thoriry on whicli it was attempted. And the truth is, 
if any Biſhop of R-me ſhall,on confidence of his prima- 
cy, a& any thing un-canonical, and deſtruQtive of the 
Catholic )'eace and Communion, cither his Ruptures 
muſt be healed by the reſt Provinces of the Church, or 
not”; if not, then is the- primacy a Bulwark of Schiſm 
and Confuſion ; if they muſt be healed by orhers,then 
what becomes of that Monarchia «rvzdfwG&, that uncon- 
troulable ſovercignty of every Pope after once he is got- 
ten into'S Peter's Chair? Or what if a tinfure of He- 


refic thould ſtain the Pontifical Robe,whar ſhall weſay 
N 2 then 


' then for the Monarchy of ſuch a Prelate ? I will not en- 

.quire into later Hiſtories for inſtances hereof , becauſe 

that that hath been done over and over, cyento faticty, 

by the Proteſtant Advocates, and becauſe I intend to 

keep my ſelf within the bounds of the primeſt and moſt 

venerable Antiquity, 'and there we ſhall certainly find 

the Pope to be ſuſceptible,and thro Error a Patron,and 

(a) Tertull.adv-Friend of Hereſie. For thus (a) 7ertulian tells us;That 
Fraxesm. the Biſhop of Rome had owned the Prophecies of Monta- 
nus, Priſca, and Maximilla, and thereon had made thoſe , 

that Montapized i» Aſia and Phrygia, partakers of the 

Peace Eccleſiaſtical, till Praxeas retratted him,and cauſed 

him to revoke his Communicatory Letters which he had 

before ſent to them. Thus Paraxcas, ſaith he, brought two 

evils on Rome, he expelled Prophefie, and introduced He- 

refie, viz. the Patripaſſian. So that in Tertyftiar's Opi- 
nion, the Pope was ſuſceptible of Herefie, which he. 

affirms joyntly admitted with the repudiating of Mon- 

taniſm, and it was certainly true in the firſt reception 

of it. I acknowledge, and will defend that Pope, that 

he did not Communicate with them out of any guile of 

hearr againſt the Faith, but out of an erroneous Opi- 

nion, that thoſe falſe Prophecies were Divine Revelati- 
ons, of which as ſoon as he was relieved by Praxeas, he * 
revoked his Communion with the Montaniſts ; but this 

proves him a Man, and fallible enough to be trepan'd 

into Hereſie, and ats heretical, cyen i» Cathedra, for 

fuch were thoſe Communicatory Letters ſent by that 

Pope to thoſe Afran and Phrygian Montaniſts ;and as he 

was capable of ſuch heretical Irregularities,ſo if he eould 

(b) Tertwi. 24. not have been reclaimed, he had been in 7ertullian's 
AG c caſe, (b) cur off by Montaniſm from the unity of God's 
zi's Paraclers: Church. And this lapſe ſeems to have proceeded from 
= 44»; roo much confidence in the eminency of his Station ; for 
Ticw* © being flattered with the Addreſſes of the a fo 
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him (as the Pontifex Maximus , and Biſhop of Biſhops 
perhaps) to inſinuate into hls favour, ſceing only 
their Gloſſes, without a diligent examination of the Ca- 
tholic Biſhops where theſePropheſies uttered themſelves, 
he was eaſily drawn into the Snare. Whereas he ſhould 
have ſuſpended his Determination , till he had enqui- 
red of thoſe Afan and Phrygian Churches the certain 
Hiſtories of this Prophet and his Propheteſles,and then, 
when he had received ſuch account as is given of them 
by the Anonymous Author in Euſebius Ecel. Hiſt. I. 5.c. 
16. and by Apoonins ibid. c.18. and by Elins Publins 
Julius, ibid. c. 19. and as after he did by Praxeas , he 
had ſaved himſelf from that ſtain, which he contracted 
by confiding roo much on the Authority of his See and 
Pontifical Judgment. Buc the wifdom of God knows 
how to briog pod ont of evil, and ſuffered YVifor,and 
this Pope, and afterward Stephen, Marcellinus, and Libe- 
rius,Fc. to fall into Irregularities of Schiſm,Idolatry,and 
Hereſie, that in after Ages we _ have Arguments of 
their fallibility,and againſt their ſovereignty,when their 
confidence ſhould {well beyond the natural condition of 
Man, and the regular conſtitution of the Hierarchy. 
Neither is the Church free from the Papal Monarchy in 
the caſe of irs Schiſmatical or Heretical Irregularities 
only, bur, according to the 33 Canon Apoſtolical,cye- 
ry Biſhop may diſpoſe of the particular affairs of his 
own Dioceſe, at the liberty of his own diſcretion, and 
that even in 7talyir ſelf, and that in preference to the 


cuſtoms and uſages at Rome. Thus at Milan (c) S. Amr (c) 4breſ. as 
broſe uſed a cuſtom of waſhing the feer of them that $==+3-<1- 


were newly baprized, juſt upon their Baptilm, contrary 
to the cuſtom obſerved ax Rome. Thus the Author in 
his name in the place laſt cired : We are not ignorant that 
the Church of Rome hath not this cuſtom, whoſe example 
and form we follow in all things. —1n all things I deſire 


to 
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0 follow the Chareh of Rome, but yet we men have ſenſe , 
and therefore that which is,elſewhere more rightly obſer- 
wed, we alſo do maintain. We follow the Apoſtle Perer 
himſelf, we 7 cloſe to his Devotion. To this what doth 
the Church of Rome anſwer ? For the Apoſtle Perer him- 
felf is the Author of this Aſſertion,who was Biſhop of the 
Church of Rome. Ando inſufficient ſometimes (ti the 


Biſhops of Rome been, cyen in the opinion of her own 
Doctors, that S. Fierom in an Epiſtle to Theophilus Bi- 


(4) Hierm. 2d ſhop of Alexandria, tells him, (4) That Pincentias his 
Tak Fer, fellow Presbyter in the Monaſtery at Bethlehem falures 
Theophilus celebrating him continually, as under Chriſt, 
the + 1 6s of Rome and all 7raly from the Origenian 
Impoſtures by his Epiſlles. I eaſily allow $ ZHerom and 
his Vincestius to be too warm in this Cauſe; bur how- 
ever-itis a ſign what ſcnſe they had of the Pope's de- 
fets, which ſomctimes were relieved by ſupplies from 
others, as being, not yet emancipated from the ſlippery 
infirmities of Human frailty , bur liable-to the lapſes 
and aberrations of Fleſh and Blood, as well as others 

of a leſſer magnitude. . 
$29. #& 29. But how great or authoritative ſoever the 
primacy of this Roman Biſhop can be fancied to be, yer 
it cannot be made evident, that it extended any opera- 
tion beyond the Roman Empire tothe Churches of 7n- 
(e) Seer, Exel. ry founded by 0 greens agen _ found- 
Kiſt |.1.c.19. by S. Thomas, nor of thiopia planted by S. Mat- 
<7 vv lg to thoſe of Perks under the bong 
and Primate of Crefphon and the Perfran Seleucia, nor to 
the Church of the Scy:hians under the Biſhop of Tomis. 
(f) z«{:b.vit. For th6 (f ) a Perfian and the Scythian Biſhop were pre- 
Cmfer'1.3.<.7-ſent at the Council of Nicea, yet that was not called by 
the Papal, but Imperial Power, which exrended not to 
Perſia, or Scythia,and fo their Biſhops came at Con/tan- 
tixe's invitation, not.authoriry. So that this primacy, 
when 
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pay act payaabriant nas Þ ore 
power, yet carried no operations. the Rs 
man Empire, to which the Churches mergers ſ{ub- 
je&t in all their Temporalties , and therefore could 
ſtrerch no Eccleſiaſtical Dominion of any See beyond 
the bounds Imperial, rh6 an unity beto be maintained 
inall Eccleſiaſtical Principles Fundamentals, with 
and by all Biſhops and Churches in the World , th& 
their reſpective Princes and States uſe all the violent 
means in the World ro divide it : From whence it fol- 
lows, upon the partition of the Empire into ſo very ma- 
ny Kingdoms, Principalities, and States, to which our 
Bodies and bodily Services are legally and politically 
ſubjet, that the Biſhop of Rome cannot excrcilſe any 
Eccleſiaſtical Juriſdiftion, which will interfere with, and 
evacuate any Temporal Rights of the Secular Powers, 
to which all Chriſtians are ſubject in each State, without 
the permiſſion of the Supreme Powers,as to command 
any SubjeR of any Prince, without his leave, our of his. 
Dominions teconvene in Councils, or any other Eccle- 
ſiaſtical Miniſteries, on pain of any eccleſiaſtic and ya- 
lid Cenſure, becauſc his Prince may need orreſtrain his: 
bogily Service at home: Which is the juſt ground and 
ſenſe of our 2.x Article, That General Councilsmay nor 
a rr together withour the commandment and. 
il] of Princes,zs.e.by the authority of any other Perſons 
All Biſhops then, and Eccleſiaſtical Perſons, being thus. 


_ to their reſpetiveTemporal Powers,as aforctaid,. 
and 1 


ince other Nations may ( as in. times of War ) be 
excluded-and barred all Commerce, it CN if a- 
ny Corruptions ariſe in any particulzr. Church in theſe- 
Clrnmfimncry the Biſhops,. or other Members thereof,, 
are not obliged to recurto the Biſhop of Rome for Orders. 
and Sandtions. Eccleſiaſtical,, nov can the Biſhop-of. 


Rome execute any authoritative Meilages or: Decreess 
Within 


""% ah 
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within ſuch Churches, without the permil lion of the 
Secular Powers; which Corrupcions if the Secular Pow- 
ers themſclyes introduce, or be otherwiſe offended ar, 
or ſuſpicious of the Power of Rye, rhey will not per- 
mit any Tranſations berween their Subjects and the 
RomanBiſhop. Now then, ſince in every particular 
Church Corruptions muſt be reformed, where the Ro- 
man Authority is but precarious, or not to be had, the 
Biſhops of ſuch Churches are to do their own work 
within their Princes Dominions, to whom they owe an 
account of their proceedings, not only for the Goſpels 
ſake, but, even in ſecurity to the State. And for this 
reaſon no- General Councils were colle&ted into one 
place, or any minor Councils without their own Nati- 
on, before qe the 9 ap Sn Se peg] oamgt 
ing Emperors ired rhem ; ule as the unity 0 
D e is bounded in every Nation, which _ 
their Conſultations more caſic and ſatisfying,lo by keep- 
ing each Church within its own Nation, there was no 
ſuſpicion given ro the Temporal Governours of any 
ſoditious Conſulrs with Foreigners under pretence of 
Chriſtianity. And therefore the 33 Apoſtolical Canon, 
'th6 all the Roman Empire was under one common Em- 
peror, yet did not order any one Biſhop to.convene a- 
ny General Council ro one place from our of their own 
Countries, into many of which the whole Empire was 
divided, bur only inſtirured National Synods, and in 
cach a Metropolitan as a Prolocutor,or principal Mem- 
ber of ſuch domeſtic and particularCouncils And there- 
fore the Empire being { very much broken, and under 
no.common Arbiter, every Church, did they know, or 
love their own juſt Liberty, owes no ſubjeCtion to an 
Powers Eccleſiaſtic without their own Nation, and fo 
may reform by: their own domeſtic, without any fo- 
reign Authority. But in the Caſes aboye mntioaed, 
W 


sf 
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whart if rhe Roman Biſhop by an undue Authority hath 
inſtiruted any corrupt Mixtures in the Churches of a- 
ny other Nation, remains, bur that all other Bi- 
ſhops ſtand upon their original Liberty againſt all Dog- 
matical Innovations and Conſtirutions of an impious 
tendency, as being nor originally ſubjet ro his Mo- 
narchy, and all the Dominion heretofore gotren , and 

dually inſinuated into thrd a courſe of Acci- 
, within the Empire, being now by the great indi- 
ſpenfable Law of Neceſſity, that ſuperſedes all Human 
poſitive Proviſions, vacated upon Cantoning the 
Empire into ſo many ſeveral co-ordinate Scigniories and 
Dominions ? So that our Church hath no way violated 
any Divine, Primitive, or Canonical Obligation in re- 
ceding from the Roman Yoke, if it hath aboliſhed no 
Fundamental Verities, or Duties of ego r= 
ir lyes upon the Church of R»ne to prove the 
— and the primeſt Antiquity, the apparent 


ſenſe of the whole primitive Church on its own Foun- 
dations. And the beſt and only way of an  effectual 
diſcuſſion hereof is, by a bare producing primitive Te- 
ſtimonies in a — Chriſtian Conference of Re- 
prefentatives on cach ſide, having a ſufficient time af: 
ſigned them for preparation , Seſſion, and recourſe ro 
thoſe thar delegared them for ſuch further Direion.and 
Authority as the Debate ſhall require. To which no 
man can expe@, without a Miracle from Heaven , or 
ſome inevitable Temporal neceſlity , thac the Biſhop of 
Rome will ever concur for fear of the dear Palidium , 
which yet however is bur uſt, by all the obvious Rules 
of Equity,and which all Chriſtian States and Churches 
ought to their utmoſt to promote. 
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Of the Subjeftion and Authority of the 
Church in a Chriſtian State. 
$4. Aving thus ſtated the Original Rights and 
| Liberties of the Church Catholic againſt the 
OAT ans of the Roman Pontificate , we come now 
to, ( third and lait Lleuerer, The Subjeftion and Au- 
ority Feclehgftic in a Chriſtian State, according to the 
enſe, 4 the Primitive Fathers on their Charter Herar- 
chical. This Enquiry differs from the former, becauſe 
there the Queſtion was, Whether the Pope hath Supre- 
wacy gver all Churches of the World as Churches > Here 
it 1s, Whether he, in the right of the Church Catholic , 
bath an authoritative Supremacy over all the Chriſtian 
Kings and Princes thereof. Thus then we will ſet down 
the ayowed Dodtrine of that,and of our Church herein. 
They pen affirm, That the Church in Eccleſiaſticals is 
no. wiſe, ſubje& unto any the Temporal Authority of 
Kings or Secular Powers; but all Kings in Eccleſiaſti- 
cals, as ſubject unto the: Pope, as Head of the Church, 
as any private perſon, and as liable to all Eccleſiaſtical 
Cenſures without exception or abatement: I will not 
add alſp ro the Abſolution of Subjedts from their Alle- 
giance, and Depoſition, and Murther, becauſe this is in 
a Learned Hand a already,' and becauſe it is a Dodrine 
not unſheathed at all rimes, in all States, but enly up- 
on a ſcaſonable occaſion for terrour now and then. Bur 
the Church of Eg/and owns the Royal Sovereignty of 
our Princes over all Eccleſiaſtical Perſons, and Cauſes, 


with: this Interpretation; 4rtic. 37. That they ſhould rule 
nd 
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all Eſtates and Degrees committed to their 
whether they be Fcclefraſticab 'or Tem 
with the Civil Sword the ſtubborn,and evil doers. In the 
debating of which Controverſie, I think it neceſſary to 

iſe to all ſorts of Men, 'that hall not take 'upon/ 
me to defend: all the Senſe and Adts of. the: State-wpon 
the Royal Supremacy ; for as I am ia-no wiſe learned 
in the Laws of our Land, fo it any Injuries bedone to 
the Church by the State in ahy of irs Conſtitutions , 
the Romaniſts cannot in reaſon expe rhar our Churcly 
ſhould: juſtifie rhe wrongs which ſhe! fuſtains. - Whicty 
obſervation may perhaps ſerve to ſtop thoſe loud cla- 
mours with which they load the Church; as abour the 
Statutes of Diſſolution, Conge 4 Eſlire , of Proceſs Ec: 
cleſiaſtical in the King's Name by Erward the Sixth, the 
reſtraint of our Convocations , Excommunications en- 
acted by Statutes, &c.. all which, 1f they were asfauk 
ty. as they apprehend and repreſent. them , \under\ the 


general Opprobrium of calling our Religion'a Parliament * 


Keligion, yer they cannot be charged on the Church 
of Ergland as a guilt, tho -perhaps in ſome  repeds. it 
may. be ſome diſgrace and infelicity, that we ate aflow- 
ed no/more liberry in the Truſts which God hath»coms 
mired ro our charye,. without falling undergrearet In- 
conveniencies than we fuffer by our patience under theſe 
Reſtrictions. Which being cautioned, T ſhall add- this 
general Poſition,» That no-Ordinances of Secular'Stare 
can deprive our'Church of irs: eſſential Rights given\us 
from God, 'butohly tay Temporal) puniſhments, 6n-is 
| forthe uſe of them wirhout their permiflion.” Which 
if it be abſolurely neceſſary for us' at any time to do 
in oppolirion-to the State,. our Eccleſiaſtical Acts are 
nor null; bue valid to all effets- purely-Ereldfiaftical, 
and-we \can"bur ſuffer, ''and*de{pife: the Penalty: © So 
chen” we ſhall examin+ the Doctrine'of both Chacches ; 


Oz con- 


'aud i yoftraim' 


_— 


"99 


The Catholic Balance. © Chap.'IE. 
—_— ing the Supremacy , upon the Senfes and Ex- 
_— the pureſt Antiquity. Wherein with all 
the ſincereſt Loyalry of my Soul,l humbly 
my Superiours of all Orders in my own Nation , and 
heartily wiſh that in all Chriſtian States, all Kings , 
Princes, Senators, Nobles, and all Perſons in Authority, 
that are prone enough to warpand determine upon the: 
Churches Afairs, would paticntly ftudy , and deeply 
learn the Nature and Divine Rights of this Sacred Body, 
e're they meddle in the managements of it,that ſo they 
ay not thrd inadyertency daſh. their foot againſt the 
one. | 
$ 2. For the humbleſt of all Ptelates,the grand Ene- 
my of all Eccleſiaſtical Ambition, doth, in a moſt reli- 
gious Sermon before the Imperial Majeſty,and the Tem- 
poral Grandees, thus determine the Duty and Autho- 
rity of the Church. in reſpe&t of rhe Secular Powers. 
(s) Gregw.Nor. (gp) Let ws be ſubjet toGod, and to each other and to our 
beg " Governors On Earth : unto God upon all accounts , to each 
© other by brotherly love, to our Princes for good orders 
fake, and that ſo much the more as they are more kind 
and goodi—— For this is one of our Eaws , and that FA 
the moſt laudable ones, and moſt excellently ordered by 
the Spirit who conſidered the pefiviliry as well as thegood.- 
neſs of it, and made it Law, That Servants ſhould obey 
their Maſters, Wives their Flusbands, and the Church 
her Lord , and Diſciples their Paſtors: and Dottors ; 
and thus be ſubje to all ſuperiour Powers , not only for 
Wrath, but alſo for Conſcience ſake. And then he par- 
ticularly ſpeaketh ro the Emperour and! his Potentates; 
Recerve ye the Word which 1 will ſpeak with allfreedom: 
The Law of God ſubjefteth you to my Authority and Chair: 
For we alſo govern, and I will add alſo, in a greater and. 
more perfett Government, except the Spirit ought to give 
place taths Fleſh, and heavenly things to earthly.. Take: 
thow 
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thou-my. freedom in good part ; I know thee, O Emperoar,,. 
robe a ſacred Sheep he ſacred Flock. Where it is to 


be obſerved, That the Fathcr ſpake it, not by way of 
Contention, as Symmachus Biſhop of Rome in Apology 


meaſures man-is capable of to the - Apoſtles, and from /prmin ot | 
them to the holy Biſhops. This looks and ſounds ſtrange; oth,” 

ro vulgar Senſes here in Exg/and,and will be conſtrued ro. iter ire » 
a monſtrous and frighttul Charge of raiſing /mperium |< nt. 7 
in Imperio, (which in divers kinds, not retarding or in- m3 «467100, 


ing, bur racher helping one the ocher; is no Mon: 757% » 4a 
ſter or Bugbeaex) ro di e which, I- ſhall conlider qoruitu ri 


firſt, Whar , according to the Primitive. Senſes, .is the ir z4e Gras 

due ſubjeRion of the Church to the Secular Powers: Se- Y2> Menner 

condly, The fubjeQion of Secular Magiſtrates of all Or» winuer 

ders to the Church : And thirdly, the, murual Liber- 3,57 V'4*- 

tics. of each State Eccleſiaſtical and Civil, which ought. cer. Premiis.. 
not. 
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not 'be' violated by-any '\Uſtrpations on either fide.” '* 
2S-3.- Firſt then all-rhar fubjecion we owe the Tem- 
Powers, tho un-Chriſtian, is due to the Chriſtian, 

on as much a greater and more religious Obligation , 
as we are to honour a tender Father more than a care- 
leſs or a»cruel one. So thar' no Prince ought to' loſe 
any: thing by his! being Chriſtian , which Chriſtianity 
hath fecured: to him th6 un-Chriſtian. On which ac- 
count the DoRtors of the Depoſition, or Murthering of 
Kings excommunicate for Hereſie , ought to be proſecu- 
ted by the- Pope, and all other Biſhops, with the high- 
lt 4nathema's and Cenfurcs of the Church, and to be 
cut off:{rom the Body of Chriſt with a Severity hardly 
atoncable.) And the Pope hath the more reaſon to ac- 
quithimſelf carcfully by ſolemn condemnation of the 
Dodtrine, and a rigorous edge againſt irs Authors, be- 
cauſe he-lyeth under. a-jealouſie of being a Patron of 
them. Lev us fee then whar fecuriry and'ſervice Chri- 
 ſtanity performs to al Civil Powers. 8. Peter bids us 
be ſubjett unto every Ordinance of Man for the Lord's 
ſake, whether it be to the King as ſupreme, or unto Go- 
vernors as unto them that are' ſent by him, to the puniſh- 
ment of evil drers, and the praiſe of them that do well, 
. 1: Pet. 2. 13,14: S. Paulreqvires every Soul to be fub- 
je&t ro the higher Powers 'as God's Otdinance, not only 
for Wrath, but alſo for Conſcience fake, on pain of 
damnation, Rem. 13. And gives to afl Biſhops this 
- Rule, thatthey inn Suppliearions,Prayers,[nterce(- 
ſions, and giving of Thanks for Kings, and albthit-ate 
.inAuchority;for that this is good and' acceptable ir! the 
ſight of God our Saviour : All which, how religioufly 
it was obſerved and practiſed, may ' be ſeen'in the 
wonderful Martyrdom of the whole 7hzbza» Legjon , 
yielding- withour any reſiſtance to be univerſa'ly butch- 
cred by Maximianus Ceſar for the Name'ot Chriſt, and 
the 
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the Averments of our Apologiſts,&c. Of which I ſhall 
interject a few Teſtimonies. (1) Theophilus Antioche- (!) Theph. ad 
1s pleads that the Chriſtians would not indeed wor. © 


ſhip the Emperor, for that he was not made to be wor- 
ſhipped,but to be honourcd with a lawful honour. 4:he- 


xagoras in his (m) Apology, tells the Emperors ' Marcus (m) Arhenag. 
Antoninis and C Dm That the Chriſtians prayed for —— <p 


ah 


their Empire, that the Son after the. Father might ſuc- 
ceed in the Empire according to right, and that their 
Empire might continually increaſe , all being ſubjed to 
them, that by them the Chriſtians might lad 

quiet life, and cheerfully ſerve the Emperors in all things 


commanded. In like manner Tertallian (n) pleaderh to '») Tertul. in 
the Gentile World, That for the ſafety of the Emperors Apologer. 


the Chriſtians called upon the true, eternal, and living 
God, even that God, whom the Emperors themſelves de- 
fire above the reſt to be propitions to them, from whom the 
Emperors are ſecond, and next to whom they are firſt, be> 
ing themſelves Men before and above all Gras, ——— 
With hands lifted up to Heaven, becauſe innocent; with 
naked head, as conſcious of no ſhame ; and without any 
Monitor; becauſe with all the heart, faith he, we Chriſti- 


ans pray for\gll Emperors always, a long life, a ſecure Em- 


pire, a Jafe Houſe, valiant Armies, a faithful Senate , 
ood Subjeits, a quiet World, or whatſoever is deſirable 
> Mankind or Cziar, as knowing the Temporal Powers 
to be of. Divine Conſtitution. We were originally Strangers, . 
and we have filled all your Cities, Iſlands;Caſtles, Fran- 
chiſes, Councils, your very Camps, Tribes, Decuries, Pa- 
lace, Senate, and Courts of Fudicature. We have left you 
only your Idol Temples. For what War had we not been 
fit, and ready, who are ſo willingly flaughtered , if in 
our Diſcipline it were not more lawful to be killed, thaw 
to kull ? To which I will add the Teſtimony of the beſt 
and wiſeſt of Heathen Emperors M Aurelius Antoninus, 


a calm and 
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in his Epiſtle ro the Senate concerning rhe Service and 
miraculous prayers of his Chriſtian Souldiers for him 


- 4s they began to the God which 1 knew not , a ve 

Water came down from Heaven upon us, and ow Hail 

upon the Roman Enemies. And if there were, or be no 

way of reconciling the Terrour menaced by S. 

Gregory Nazianzenes Father Biſhop of Nazianzam againſt 

#9) Greg. Naz, Fulian's (p) Captain of Archers, ſent to rob and over- 
de Pare Epi- throw the Church of Nazianzam , with the Rules of 
—_ Chriſtian Patience, yet perhaps there may be to recon- 
cile it with Loyalty; for Julian was a Rebel againſt his 

Emperor Conſtantius, and ſo Conſtantis ing to war 

againſt him, did thereby ſufficiently Julian by 

him deveſted of his being de jure Ceſar, which he before 

had made him, and by uence of all Inheritance, 

which was not by meer natural deſcent in that Empire, 

bur cither the donation of the Poſſeſſor, or in want of' 

ſuch donation, and a vacancy, the Election of the Ar- 

my. So that Conſtantius dying during that Rebellion, 

Julzan's rebel Army overbare the lawful Army, becauſe 

there was no Competitor againſt Julian : ſo the lawful 

Army 
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Army did indeed give way, and permitted him to go: 
undiſturbed in the Uſurpation, but did not ele him; 
ſo having forfeited all Right ofySucceſſion to. Conſtartins: 
by Rebellion, and not being elected by the lawful Army 
of Conſtantius, he was no other than as O/rver-Cromwel 
had been in Exg/and, if all the Royal Family and Rela- 
tions had been exrin@. So that if ir were not done like 
a Martyr calmly to permit the Wolf toraven as he ho-, 
, yer it was no oppoſition to any lawful Prince or 
is Commiſſioncr, but an Ulurper and his Elf, and for 
any thing I know, prudential, and venial, it no more 
than fo, if not allo laudalile. And on this ground the _ 
Solemn Liturgies (9) uſediapenly againſt him, and: the (4) Gr'z-Nor. 
Commendations beſtowed on him that killed him, th6 Fuente, 
one of his own Army, may be juſtified , not upon the itz. ;. 
account meerly of perſecuring Chriſtianity,had he been 
a lawtul Prince, bur forhat he was an Ulurper only of 
the Empire, no lawful Emperor according to the Rules 
of Imperial Ele&tion, &c. a meer 0/iver Cromwel, and 
| Tyrannical Intruder. For I ſuppoſe, if any Biſhop or 
Prieſt in Eng/and had openly prayed againſt Cromwel 
and his Crew, if the whole Royal Family had been ex- 
tin, and no Heir to this Crown, I ſuppoſe it had nar 
been culpable, -but laudable in it ſelf, cho it might have 
looked dangerous in the ſenſe of men. Againſt which 
defence for old Gregory, and the Chriſtian Zeal againſt 
Julian, | (ee no objection, but only that many good 
Chriſtians ſerved him,as Jovian, Valentinian,and others: 
Bur to this ir is caſie ro reply, That this might nor be . 
in loyalty to him, but rothe Empire it ſelf, whoſe ſub+ 
ſiſtence depended in the continuance of the Army, iaſo- 
much thar it they had divided one a2ain(t another to a 
Civil War, or all thoſe 4hart hated his Rebell>1n, viz. 
Conjtantius his Army, had laid dawn their Arms/, 
the Perfians or Scythians would preſently have divided 
P the 
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the Roman Empire for 'their' own ſpoil. Indeed had 
there beers any juſt Emperor alive diveſted by Julian , 
Loyalry would have yg deferred 7w- 
lian on the pain and guileof Rebellion, bur there being 
none ſuch, it was Loyalty to the Empire, as their own 
Safety, to continue under an Uſurper in quier, till God 
ſhould eaſe them and the Empire of the Burthen : But 
now the Terrour of the Archer, che Prayers of the 
Church, the Flouts of the Antiochians, Valentinian's 
ſtroke of the Sacriſt, were no acts of diſloyalry to the 
Roman Empire, as not being endangered by ir,nor yet to 
Julian, 'who had no Imperial tight,nor by conſequence 
any toany man's Loyalty: And rhe ſame may be ſaid for 
him that killed him,th6 his Soldier, for he had no right 
to thar'Command ; and withal, it was expedient tothe 
ſtate of the ire, that the tyrannical Rebel ſhould 
no longer ruin the Romany Armies, and the ſtrength of 
the _— ; all which will appear feaſible, if we pur 
the Caſe in ſuch a perſon as O/zver Cromwel. This was 
ever my ſenſe of this matter, before it became a matter 
of diſquifition in our Kingdom, and I am ſtill in this o- 
pinion, after all that I have ſeen on both ſides diſputed 
on it. Andinmy opinion, 'tis no example of any the 
leaſt difloyalty to any lawful Prince directed by the 
Church, uſe of the Perſecution of Chriſtianity, 
that cither Jeſuits or Whigs ſhould make any advantage 


of it, to palliate Raviliacquing, or oppreſiing Sovercign 
Princes. 


$4 $F 4. The ſecond thing then that is to be conſidered 

is, What Authority accrueth unto Princes,by becomin 
or being Chriſtians, over Cauſes and Perſons Eccleſia(- 
(r) Seer. Eee] tical. For the Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtorian tells us, that ever 
Rift. Procem. ia ſince (7) the Emperors became Chriſtian, the Afﬀairs of 
LF. waſh. of , the Church hanged on them14l /) And Conſtantine the 
{+ aka Great challengeth an external Epiſcopacy _ = 
urcn, 
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Church, which was no doubr his certain In 
which two things are to be conſidered, 'The Fountain 
of this Power, and rhe Obligation to irs practice. For 
firſt there is no new Original of poves veſted in Princes 
by their meer Chriſtianity,which they had not before, 
by any Divine Conſtitution. For the Imperial Sove- 
reignty conſiſting in a power to compel every one todo 
his duty by coercive and penal Sanctions, it follows, 
that by this ſole power it may ſuperviſe Chriſtians, and 
make them live by their own Laws and Ordinances, 
and may require Biſhops to do their Office, and to 
give an account of the Adminiſtration , and may call 
Councils to inform the Prince of the true Faith,and to 
compole Diſcords Eccleſiaſtical within themſelves, and 
ſuch as ſhall neglet his Royal Command hercin, he 
may juſtly puniſh , which is the proper Ecelefiaſtical 
Supremacy of even Chriſtian Kings , and this external 
Epiſcopacy Conſtantine challenged and uſed before his 
Baptiſm. But then after Chriſtianity is aſſumed by 
Kings, they have then engaged into a ſtrifter © 
on to execute this power, on this principle of | 
that bindeth all Chriſtians, That every Chriſtian devo- 
teth Life, Fortunes, and Powers to Chriſt's Service,and 
fo to do his utmoſt to the preſervation and advance- 
ment of Chriſtianity : And becauſe rhe Prince hath the 
greateſt power to defend it from all ſenſible Injuries , 
therefore is he bound in Conſcience to God to interpoſe 
his Sovereign power for the promotion of the Churches 
Integrity : Burt herein he is ſubje& ro-God only, nor ts 
any Ecclefiaſtic. Cenfure or Chair of any Biſhop, - 4s 
being himſetf the proper Judge of what uſe his Temp6- 
ral Penalties and Coercions' may be to the Stare,” ts 
which he is bound by his Secular Right, and to the 
Church,ro the care of which he is obliged by his'Chri- 
ſtiariity. And therefore Gn” eo 
2 Roy 
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Royal Supremacy, That a King is to ſuperviſe the State 
of Religion only in, order to the Secular Tranquillity of 
his Government; and Pricſts,as it tends to the Salvati- 
on of Mens Souls; but even Princes arc to take care (o 
to uſe their- Coecrcions, that evil Perſons. being corredt- 
ed thereby may ſubmit to the Church , and fo by the 
Adminiſtrations thereof, may be repaired in their Souls 
to their, Salvation, ro which the Bodily Chaſtiſements 
of God, Kings, and Fathers, Maſters and Tutors may 
be intended and uſeful; and. fo far our Lawyers ſay 
right, That the King is a mixt Perſon, th6 perhaps I 
cannot allow all their Judgments grounded on this 
_ Maxim. To this power therefore and care of Chriſtian 
Kings the Biſhops are more ſtritly accountable ; for if 
to Heathen powers we are. to be ready always to give 
2n account of the hope that is in us with all meckne(s, 
1:Pet,3.15. becauſe it is an ayerment of our Lord's. 
Glory, and may tend to the Converſion of Kings and 
Kin ; how-much more are we , accountable to 


Kings,/who by rheir Chriſtianity are Nurſing Fathers to. 
the Church ? 


$ 5. Secondly, We are to conſider in what Chriſtian 
Princes are, in the ſenſe of the Ancients, {ubje to the 
powers Hierarchical; which is in the meer conduct of 
their Souls, For,cvery Biſhop, within the compaſs of 
his Dioceſe, is by Divine appointment chick Guardian 
of all the Souls of every Chriſtian in it of what Tem- 
poral quality ſoever, without exception. Which Au- 
thority every Prince being adult voluntarily ſubmits ta 
in his Bapgiſm,..and if he be baptized ig Infancy,isſo far 
obliged by the,Grace, of, God, and the Title unto Hea; 
ven ſealed to him thercin;, as not to deſpiſe the. provi- 
pe 1 my inſtituted for- his _ in ths oe and con: 
ut,of his; Biſhop upon: pain of: Apoſtacy , and the 
dreadful conſequences thereof ah a Judgmen, and 
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from chis dury than any. Chris ! 
flag his Biſhop a found Member of the Church : 
Catholic. Now this Government of every Biſhop over 


che Soals of all his Chriſtian Charge, is no other than. 


the Government of a Pilot in. a. Ship, to which even 
Kings for their own preſervation'permir themſelves; or 
thar of a Phyſician in the methods of healing, neither 
@ which are any way derogatory to the Ro _ _— 
macy. So likewiſe in Spirituals, the Souls of Chri 
are committed tothe care of their Biſhops, in —_ ro: 
their eternal Salvation. And for this cauſe every Prince, . 
thar hopes to be ſaved by his Chriſtianity, oughr volug« 
tarily ro be conducted in Spirituals by the Bithops that. 
have the care of his Soul; or more largely of all the 
Church, 4.e. in all the Diſcipline to the. 
faving Graces and Sacraments thereof. - Bur then, it. he: 
refuſe, rhe grand Queſtion is, Whether he be liable to; 
any Eccleſiaſtic Cenlure, as Excommunication ? which. 
the _ affirm roundly, and _ . equal de- 
with any private perſon. For w pinion We 
ll cuncria 4 on Grounds or- Precedents they have in 
che primeſt and moſt venerable» Antiquity. Now in 
the Church of God there are two diſtin&t degrees, and. 
ewo diſtin&t manners of Excommunication. The low- 
elt degree is from participation in 'Divine Myſteries or: 
Ordinances, cicher ſome, 'or all. The higheſt is,beſide: 
the former, an extermination from all common Society; 
with Chriſtians, as not ro cat with them, nor be (alu- 
red by them, leſt we be partakers of their evil Deeds, 
x Thefſ. 3.6, 14. 2 Joh. 10. And both theſe may. be de-- 
_ cither i in the manner of private Prohibition,or 
of public denunciation. Now I have never met with 
any or Example in all'the Primitive times. of 
the Emperors and muy 1 rae. of any public de- 


manciation of any proſcribing Sentence. againſt any. 


Prince. 


199: 
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OO, ur on mn rye oder po 
8) Evaeg was ized at 
HR21434 Ternſalew, and that (Gith-the Hiſtorian by way of ad- 
miration) even while alive, which was one degree of 

on beyond what Pope Symmachus would plain- 

(=) ymmeck. ty own, makingthis defence; (s) We have not excom- 
Epiſt. Apologet. ypunicared thee, O po pram but Acacius, do thou re- 
nei cede from-Acacius, and thew recedeſt from his Excemmagy 
mication, and thou art not excommunicated by us ; but if 

thou deft mize therein, thou art excommunicated by thy ſelf. 

Fo that it was fo odious a conceit to denounce an Em- 
perour'Excommunicate or Anathema, that Pope Sym- 

amachus durſt not own it,whatloever in truth he had done 

in it, th6 free enough to tell the Emperour his own , 

and to defend the Grandeur of his Pontificate. And 

thereis great Reaſon why there ſhould be no promulga- 

tion of a Princes Name under the Cenfure of his Guilr, 
becauſe it reflects ſhame, and that begets contempt and 

hatred, and theſe Sedition and Rebellion. So that nei- 

ther Kings, nor Royal Families, on whom and whoſe 

Succeſſion the Honour, Safety, and Majeſty of. the 


Crown and Kingdoms doth principally depend, ought 
to be paradigmatized TIPS cy es 
Prince, | © + 907-9 90-2ne dice frag anon 


infcriour Potentates, when ir joned no danger to- 
the Secular State. For ſuch was the Diſcipline by 
che Church againſt the laſcivious, wicked, and cruel 
Prafect of Libya. For thus S. Baſil writes to S. Atha- 
(=) Bafilad 4- nafrus : (x) He was certified to our Church by the Letters 
yr cnn, of thy Piety, and all men will conclude him abominable 
and execrable, fo as to have uo communion with him of 
fire, water, or hauſe ,(i. &. of hoſpitality) Becauſe it is ſome 
relief to the opprefſed, that ſuch violent Tyrgags be con- 
. demmed by common and unanimous Judgment. F. title 
| bis condemnation ſball ſuffice him , and the ſentences by 
which 
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which he ſhall be every where cenſured. For we will rake 
care that this bis — be made known to alb 
his Acquaintance , Friends, and Strangers. But if the 
puniſhment of God doth not immediately ſeize him, as it 
did , yet at laſt it ſball return an heavy and diſ- 
mal recompence upon him. Of this here is no 
mention. of any leave or particular licence asked or gj- 
ven: from the Emperour ; and it muſt be cloſely confi- 
Rake _ = were a_ matey Divine 

ir Epiſcopacy, or by an iſlion,or au- 
thority, explicite or implicite, from « 4 Imperial power. 
Now ( y ) Sozomen tells us , that Conſtantine the Great () Srx.Eccl. 
made it Law, that the Sentences of all Temporal Judg- **<5-. 
es were appealable ro the Biſhops, whoſe Sentence was 
to ſtand valid and ſuperiour to all Secular Judges , like 
that of the Emperour's himſelf. Which power being 
not retracted might juſtific this procedure againſt rhe : 
Libyan Prazfet, But in all Chriſtian Kingdoms a Nen- 

ibition from the Prince is to be interpreted to a 

conceſſion to the Church to uſe her Diſcipline on any 
Subject below the Royal Family ; bur not againſt the 
King himſelf, or Royal Family, in any public degree 
of Excommunication, much leſs in the major anathe- 
martizing Degree of it,as not to cat or drink with whom: 
they pleaſe among their Subjets, nor ro be honoura- 
bly falured by their uſual Homages, for this is deſtru- 
ive of Civil Government. Bur the Phyſician of Souls. 
may, in method of Cure by way of private ipti- 
on of Penance,enjoyn Kings and Princes to-abtain from 
Society (faving what temporal occaſions require) as a 
proper and neceſſary expedient co improve godly ſor- 
row for fins, which cannot take root in the midſt of 
a publick Converſation, like faſting or thin dyer to a 
vitious and diſtempered Conſtitution. And in like man» 


ner they may charge them in the name of God not to. 
Enter. 
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-entcr the- ry 'rill the completion of their Re- 
pans And ar faſt, if a' Biſhop ſhall find his Chri- 
{tian Prince cither apoſtatize , or live very wickedly, 
-or impurely, and will not admit him to the jus par- 
rhefiz in Epiſcopal Admonition, nor reclaim his Im- 
'pietics, and ſhall, notwithſtanding a p-rional prohibi- 
tion or direction to the contrary ,enter the Church, and 
with irregular violence challenge any” Ordinance, My- 
Nery, or Sacrament, which he is not fit for, if the 
primitive Senſes and Examples 'of rhe pureſt Times , 
and the holieſt Biſhops, be exemplary and imirable 
Rules; then with ſubmiſſion to betrer Judgments , I 
think a Biſhop not only may , but ought to deny him 
thoſe Myſteries, which to unqualified Souls, cither of 
Kings or others, will not be medicinal , but fatally de- 
ſteuctive. Thus if a Chriſtian: Prince ſhould apoſta- 
tizc to Mahomet, and, inſtead of a reclamation, ſtill 
perſiſting in that Apoſtaſie, ſhould require a Biſhop to 
confirm, abſolve, 6rdain, or give him the Euchariſt, 
with a deſign perhaps to illude and expoſe theſe Or- 
dinances and the Church , the Biſhop ought plainly 
to deny him, aſſuring him that in the caſe his Soul is 
in rhefe applications are pernicious, not ſalutary : and 
As in reſpect of God, he is not to proſtirute his My: 
teries to any unclean perſon, or appetite, fo is he nor 
to deſtroy his Princes Soul by yielding to his impru- 
dent or irreligious Demands. Thus teacheth the 


++, -a 
{+ Cy Hom, Bulwark of Piety (2) S. Fohn Chryſeftom to his Pricſts ; 
$3.Maithc.26. If any Commumnder therefore, or the very Conſul , or he 


that wears the Imperial Diadem, crme to the Hely Ta- 
ble unworthily, reftrain and repel him. Thou haſt great- 
er power (viz. therein) than he. . For ſo, if a very clear 
Fountain were committed to thy cuſtody to ſecure it' pure 
for thy Fleck, when thou ſhouldjt ſee rude and filthy 
Swine approaching, thou wou'd/t not ſuffer them to leap 

| into 


_—_ \ 7% 
1-10} Ae Supa nid vindth 61 
3uto land Hefſe the Fount hin!" Bib ab tas =. . 
ſacred Fountain, not of Water , but | of the 
Spirit of Chriſt, is committed unto thee , wilt thou _— 
x po yer+ and grieved to ſee men come thither deff- 
all over with their ſins? © Aud' what "Pardon rs ca 
thou expett of this Contempt 2 Therefore 
grace us with ſo much honour , that we goth yg 'dilb 
gently confider theſe things. bf herefore let us plainly 
repel all whom we ſee coming wnoorthily, let no one com- 
municate that is not' of the Diſciples , let wo man take 
the Bread (let the Romaniſts mark that )* with ay in 
pure mind like Judas, left he ſuffer the lite paniſhment. 
—— But if any one t2me in manifeſt iznorance to the Ta- 
ble, ftoutly rejeft him. Fear Ged,, mot Man: if thou 
feareſt Man, thou ſhalt be derided by him whom thou 
feareſt. But if "thou feareft God, "thou wilt be wenera 
ble with Men. - But if thou dareff not rejed him, teBit 
to me, and [ will not permit it, but will rather deliver 
up my Life than the Body of the Lord ' to any one ww 
worthily, and will rather ſuffer my own Blood to be hed, 


than grant that moſt ſacred Blood to any m—_— man. _ 
w—— ſay theſe things , that "we miy not reſtrain, ' 
WF 1. 


But allo corrett and reduce them ,\ and take t 
all men. And agreeable to this Dodtine I ſhall pro* 
duce two pregnant Inſtances 'ih Antiquity, that no 
Karen nor my a rengy or Te i !/ ever 
cavilled at nill'r ne da grmation', 
wherein the Eraſtian _—_ ky always endea 

ed to bend the Twig to the contrary crcemto fra 
ke in this point the power of the Swerd , \more'than 


the Will of 'God:- The The firſt i deft Ga in od i 
to) eerie 


S. Fabian Biſhop of Rove, '6n 
rour Philip = younger.” Bat 
againſt his perſon, as if what'he'did wa$'not'? 
but an carly affeRation of — an' At 4 t 
a 


ard 


—_ 


yeb Te Gal; Balance. .. Clap 
CE "yr date be chin yd —_u We 


TW to wite for a Susce(ſor,ma- 


xalen Te Per, ons ; Kin propoſed, wo ont ſo much a 
thuch's , who wa there. among the reſt , but 


Say rech the repert Is, that 'a ” Ra fly- 
py ate wpon. his <4 A. Wiereapon | all the 


Ne: tion of the Holy Spirit, with one 


one woice proclaimed  bim worthy ,. aud 


{tt Lim on the Epiſcopal Throne. wo he. went as. glo- 


neal: unto Gian #8 he was by it , 4n;\Mar- 
or en Next Emperour De- 
n 


(b) Zuſeb. Redd. —_ hile meas Imp was (5) Biſhop of Rome , 


WL 6.6. 34- the Emperour Philip, on the Vigils of Eaſter, defired to 
communicate mith the People in the Prayers of the Church, 
which Fabian would wot allow without putting himſelf into 
the Claſſis of Levwenty, proteſting that for many Cauſes 
and Crimes of bis,he wks never otherwi(e- admit him;to 
which Penance therefore the Emperor neligzouſly ſubmitted. 
The dar inſtance is the famous diſcipline of the ſtout 
any cn on the great Warriourand Emperor 
ogy! (c) who | in a rage ſlain feveral 
Then Lock zens of Theſſalonica \for. 2 tumultuous 


MitL.1.c.17. -mpt of his | Imperial Governmene, without any 
ieriminarionberween the guilty and not guilty , and 

fo contra He guiſe of jnnacene, Bhoogl+ fs 1 
was wont, (laith. et). being defirons to enter intq 
| Milan, Ambroſe meeting him without the 
him o-mach as to enter the very -Propy- 


\ with theſe words : O Emperour, art thow not yet 
ſenfble of the reat guilt of that Murther ,, that 
ace, he ut comned 2, wor dath thy cow- 


rat Dn Ro ohe of _ thy. rage , diſcern. the 
Bo the Attempt ? Perhaps the - fs of © 


thy, Empire ah $1 h not pa. thee meme Te 6 


wrt Tinh 
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Dominion igrpoſeth upon. thy \Vullerfbanding\\- flown 
A thos oughteſ/t to aerond Niture, pr morta> 
lity and fluidity of it, and the primigeni whereof 
we are. made, and into which we diſſatve, and not being 
pamper'd with the vanity of. the Imperial Scarlet, to for: 
get the weakneſs of that Body which. it. covers, 0, Ent 
perour, thou raleſt men of the ſame: nature, yea,and thoſe 
thy fellow Servants, "or there is one God and King of af, 
even the Creatour of all. With what eyes then' wilt theu 
beho'd the Temple of that Univerſal Lord:With what feet 
wilt thog tread upon that holy Pavement Flow wilt thow/ift 
wp unto God thoſe hands that yet drop the. innocent Blood 2 
How with thoſe hands wilt thou handie the moſt ſacred Body 
of the Lord? How wilt thow apply unto thy mouth bi moſt 
precious Blood having to gratifie thine anger ſbtd,fa much 
innocent Blood? Go away: therefore bath again, [ aft empl 
not to.increaſe thy formet: finis with new impieties; aud ae- 
i th ſubmit to the ſpiritual Bond, to which the Lord God 
gives Joffrage, for this Bond is medicinal and opera+ 
tive tothy Souls health. The: Emperogr yielding to theft, 
words, as baving been edxcated in Divine Deftrines, and 
thereby knowing what are the powers of. Prjeſbs and! what of. 
Kings,went back again privately to his Palace; groaning and 
1 ſo coxtinued eight months, till the Feaft of our 
Saviour's Natiuity, when Rufinus abing, him thecdnſe of 
his weeping, was"anſwered with. a bitter\ cry..uhd- many. 
tears, ' Thou Rufinus. art. »dt ſenhb/e, of my miſery, ſar. 
] groan and lament my Calarwity., xebauntivig;. that the 
Temple. of God .s acceſſible to Servants and Brggers, and 
they. enter with confidence to\ adore, their ,  but\unte. 
me "tis-tnacceſible ,\: and Y MOKeaVAR) vifdeaven at [elf vas) 
ſhut againfÞ-ie. For: ] rememban the werd's of,,vun 4.47 > 
in which be expriſiy. ſaith, Whom'yo ſhall bini,on Bath; 
be bound in. Heaues." (And whey. Rufinus.gram- 
ſed to atone the. Biſhop, .the —_ tald him, ble will 
af) 2 wor 
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wot yield yo ebeu;” for"] hnow' the juſtice of Ambroſe bis 
Cenſure, neither will he for the fear of the power Impe- 
rial tranſgreſs the” Divine Law. Tet when Rufinus had 
extorteds us his lexve ta purſue this errand, 
ny at fight of 8. Ambroſe, mas thus _— 
= thou Rufinus imitate the \impiudence- of | Dogs, 
—_—_— a counſeler to this Maſſacre , fo 
_ modeſty of forehead, and neither bluſteſt, 
ar ſa wo that thow haſt f: barbaroufl ly raged againſt 
of 'God 2\ And" when. Rufinus- intreated his 
a7 him that the was coming, 1 fore- 
qi os ſaith he, Rufinas, that' 7 will forbid him ta 
enter within the ſacred Porth, but if he turn his _ 
= r into tyranny, 1 will cheerf, recerve the /l 
Rufinus bearing 1hu, ſent ofius word 
by Meſouges, and adviſcd him to- abide. at home. Bat 
the \Bm thei Intelligence in the mid/t of 
the | Market- -place, faid,. F will however goon, and bear 
his juſt i tion. But when he came to the outer 
wal 'Charch, he went not thereinto , but coming 
nah who was it-the Salutation. Room \ 1#« 
treated him ta" he" looſed 'of bis "Bonds.©: But be called 
that approach a tyrannieal attempt” ,"an inſolent rage as 
geinf God, anda m—_—_ of his Laws wnder- foot. 
5 whow bs" Bpes wr Yphed, I of # wot. the. cons, 
ftitated" Laws, Fab not te enter with 
in the ſacred"Porch . ; tre thee: anly to' Doſe me. 
of my- Bonds, and "remember the merciful. kindneſs of 
aur common Lord , and not that Gate- againſt" me 
fo, the Lord hath- we alh See - But; 
&sth\ Ambroſe; what Repewrance "haſt, ! dfren 
greas g Tragreſ reſſhow » With \whide - "ry 
let hs theje hatdly eartb/e Wounds 2: To whom the 


x «wh Tt % thy. ffice to. preſcribe: and. pre- 
pre panes; ow aud wine 70. a what-\as: afered 
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which, being preſcribed to make a Law , That ne; © 
bloody Edit be executed till thirty days reſpite 
tro "doiſe, and if need ſhould be, to retratt it ; and the 
pu þ bg performing it, $. Ambroſe heſeth the Bond, 
he then exfrs the Char :. where he ry Suppli- 
cation unto God, not ng, or kneeling, but lying Pre 
ſtrate on the Pavement, = uttered that [6 A y, bo 
vid , My Soul cleaveth to the ground, ——_ thou me 
according to thy word. And leſt any ſhould think 
this Diſcipline to proceed from an inſolent ,. not a tc- 
ligious ſpirit, () his Epiſtle written to: Zheodoſius, du» (4) 4nire/fp- 
ring this Abſtention , is a ſufficient. Vindication from ** *** 


may be an Antidote againſt. all - prejudice ' which: a: 
ſurcher Diſcipline of his on the lame Theodoſtus may 
create, ,For at that time of his Reſtitution, when (e) (- Theoder. ubj 
the time was come to mate Offerings to the Holy Table,: 
he rifug from the ground with the ſam? tears went with 
his Offering within the Rail or Sept, and there tarried ,. 
PE u{ua] manner at Conſtantinople. Bat Ambrole.. 
yy his, Arch-Deacon teffs bim, that that. inner Manſion- 
mis Peculaar only 'to Prieſts , but ſecluded from. all, 
others, and ſo preſcribed to him to go off into the ſtati-. 
#4 of the L:icy. This looks mighty hufhng,bur 7heo-. 
d»fius himſelf magnified it, and would not after abide: 
within the Sept at Conſtantinople, when invited to, it by. 
Nedarius , acknowledging S. Ambroſe tobe the only. 
worthy Biſhop. that, he knew. For in. truth there was- 
a.myiterious Dodrine in this Diſcipline , really: be-- 
coming the Grandeur and. Sanctity of. a Priekh, in Vin-- 
ication , 


_ 


mmm. OR 
— 
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dication of thie honour of the rac: God} Which Fubbaw | 
would; id imitation of Chriſtianity; have had oblerved 
in the Temples, and to the Prieſts of Idols. Who or- 
dereth Arſacius his High-Prieſt of:Galatia, among other 
(f) Julien. ud Rites't& 0 *this alſo: (f) Rately to viſit the Secular 


Hrſac. Poacih CRE their Houſes, 'but for the maſt part” to do- 
— ait. hit Biefeneſs to them by dh If any Governour enter 


L 5.615. the City, gore ſhould go forth to meet him, on- 
ly if he” came to the Temple - meet” him within = 
Porch : T| _—_ no Souldier 2 in 'before him, 
whoſfo would might follow him. faich he, oy Fay 
he is within the ey he becomes a private man: for, 
4s than knoweft, thou governeſt the Aﬀairs within , be- 
cauſe thus the Divine Law requireth. Than which Rule 

can be more wiſe,more relizious,or ſacred, than 
on fyer babrdroagpe in relation to the true 
and Temples.of the moſt High God: and it 
being the ſenſe of the Chriſtians, as he very well knew, 
as having had Chriſtian education from a Child,he was 
willmg to cloath his Genrilifm wich the like magnifi- 


Cence. hop ng and more decent honour can 
Kings te - mt RY From hanto lay afide their 
Crowns and and all their R wth which 
they have from wry like King Heeekiaf when they 


come into his Preſence, where the preareſt and onl 
natural Majeſty reſides, and to admit none_of thoſe 
venerations there which ſhould all be directed" to God 
only > Ir looks not very religious , becauſe nor very 
humble, ro advance any Royal Inflenia of any man 
in che preſence of the King of Kings. Bur as all the 
ſubordinace | Licutenants | of- Kings lay 'down theit 
Swords and Maces when their Prince 'comes amon 
them ;, ſo it becomes: Kinzs to-do in the Courts o 
the Lord's Houſe. Which ] offer , not with any de- 
ſign to degrade, but to advance the glory of _ 


Kings, 
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Kings, which: nothing can make more illuſtrious, than 
the moſt. dutiful ſubmiſſion to God, and reverence to 
his Prieſts, that promiſe never failing, That thoſe 
which honour him God. will honour. And this was 
the ſenſe of religious Emperours of old , (g) who in (c/«lerinien. 
reverence to God received the Correptions/ and Bene- IP Eh be 
diQtions of Biſhops with/.all reverential Piety ; in te. tpiccap 
which Yalentinian the elder, Emperour of Rome, bids ThedEccl.Hift. 
the Biſhops aſſembled at Milan, to chooſe an excellent +©* 
man to that See, to whom the Emperours might bow down 
their beads fincerely, and recerue. his medicinal Correp- 
tions. 1 know theſe things ſound harſh to uninitiated 
puppy hg diſcern not the things of = Spirit of God, 
as it they were contrary to the Royal Supremacy over 
Cauſes and Perſons Eccleſiaſtical: but this is as much 
a miſtake, as if a man ſhould ſay, that a Kiag is nor 
Supreme Governour over Phyſicians, nor apper- 
taining to that Faculty , becauſe the Phyſicians ou 
not in obedience to a King's imprudent order to poyſon 
him with giving him ſuch Compoſitions, as he thrd 
| roo carneſtly require of them,and which 

they know will be fatal or cnoguems to hin;and will 
rather ſuffer death by his diſpleaſure , than gratific 
him to his deſtrution: Or as it one ſhould ſay, That 
the King is not King of a Pilot, who by his duty to 
his Prince's Life, .is not to yield to fuch a Command 
of his in the Condu@ of his Ship, which will cerrain- 
ly caſt his Prince away : Or as it the Amaletite were 
a good Subject in the killing of Sax! at his Command. . 
Or as if, becauſe a King is ro honour the Tutor 
which God hath given-him to dire him unto everlaſt- 
ing Life, therefore he is not King to his Turor, where- 
as no mar-will deny Ariſtotle to be Alexander's Sub- 
et, becauſe he honoured him more than his Father 

hilip. - And leſt by this Authoricy of eg e1s 
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Geriying " fils Prince in an "unqualified condition the 


Myſteries 6f Chriſtianity, any King ſhould be lyable 
o any Epiſcopal tyranny or impoſture , every King 
hath rhe like hiberry as in his concerns with any Phy- 
'ficidn'; Thar is,'as when a Phyſician refuſeth to give 
him any Doſe at his command, alledging it ro be faral, 
*the/King may conſult all the Phyſicians in his King- 
dom- concerning the fideliry or judgment of ſuch 
Ninate Phyſician, nay and ſend to forcign Artiſts for 
'tiis"farisfaftion : So may he on ſuch Diſcipline. of his 
-own' Dioceſan, enquire of all the Biſhops within his 
Dominiotis, or of the Whole Chriſtian world, concern- 
ing the Wiſdom, Juſtice, and Piety of his Dioceſan's 
Diſcipline, and if be finds him by ſuch certain ſuffra- 
ges' to have been infolene, he may puniſh him in tem- 
poral reſpects in the right of his own Supremacy, and 
require him'to be 'cenfured by a Provincial Synod, if 
he continue obſtinate. | 

$ 6. The third ching to be determined is the li 
and rights of the Spiritual and Secular Stare from cac 
others encroachments and violations. In which I ſhall 
lay down the general Rules on both ſides, and inſtance 
in a few Rights in the Charter Eccleſiaſtical, leaving 
the reſt tobe reduced to the general Rule, by the like 
_ and analogy of Reaſon, and ſo conclude this 
whole Diſpurartion. Firft then, no Act or Cenſure Ec- 
cicfiaſtical is obligatory, if it violates any juſt Tem- 
poral Rights or Powers, and if in any ſuch the Church 
exorbitate, rhere is a juſt ground even for Penal Pro- 
hibicions nor e—_— the meaſure of the Guilt, bur 
nor otherwiſe. Which it were ro .be wiſhed, that all 


perſons intruſted with 'the framing and judging of 
Laws, would welt conſider,and examine whether there 
be no Errours of this nature in any their Ads and Judg- 
ments fir ro be repealed or retracted : and that they 


would 
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would allow a Convocation power to make a Canon 

for the cleftion of a Pariſh Clerk or Sexton, without 
fear of a Prohibition on the ſuggeſtion and affidavit of 

two Villains, and a litigious Pariſh, as if ſuch a Cu- 

ſtom was a Temporal Right, and had a Secular original, 

uſe, or end, &c. 

$ 7. Secondly, No Temporal Chriſtian Powers $» 
have any authority in themſelyes ro uſurp, extinguiſh, 
pervert, alter,” or retard, but only ro inſpect, and aſſiſt 
the regular operations of the Powers Hierarchical 
within its own bounds. So that whatſoever Offices 
thereof are fundamental to the Catholic Faith,Charity, 

Union, and Government of the-Univerſal, and cach 
particular Church , and were received and practiſed 
for ſuch in the Ages before the Empire became Chri- 
' ſtian, are not to be violated by any Adts of State. 

For if ſuch violations were accounted Perſecutions in 
Heathen Emperous and Princes, what can they be ac- 
.counted in Chriſtian ones? Of rheſe Fundamental Rights 
therefore I thall here ſubjoyn ſome momentous Parti- 
culars. 

Ss 8. Firſt then, It was a primitive and fundamental $ *- 
power and. duty of Biſhops ro convene in Synods 
withour reſtriftioa; and upon this liberty (þ) the Ca- (b) Can.Apett. 
non Apoltolical require/h the Biſhops of every Province ** 
to convene in Synods twice a year , and to examin the 
Principles of Piety, and reſolve all Ecclefraſtical Con- 
troverfſies accidentally intervening, &c. which was the 
higheſt ſecuriry of Catholic uniformity in Doctrine. 

The cutting off of which practice ( 1.) Licinnius thought (6) Fuſed. vit. 
would extinguiſh Chriſtianity, or enervate its. force, and Cmſtan.. 1.1 c 
therefore ordains a Law, that no Biſhops ſhould mutual- ** 

ly communicate or ſojourn one with another , nor inſtitute 
Symods, or Councils , or Confiderations for Ecclehaſtical 
pediences.—— So that here was a meceſhty either 74 
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breathing this Law to be ſubjet to puniſhment , or by 0- 


to difſolve the Laws of the Church: it 
be to ſet aright great and momentous Ex 
quiries without Synods. 'So tor this Law he erdea- 
woured to'drvide the concordant Harmony of the Chutch. 
Here then the Romaniſts triumph , that we have no 
power to'meet in Convocation without Royal Licence, 
nor'at liberty, when there, to diſpute one Queſtion 
without the King's allowance, nor 'arc our Concluſi- 
ons' valid without the King's Rartification , whether 
Catholic, Heretic, Heathen, Turk, or Jew, on pain of 
hampering by Przmunires, &c. Bur here it is to be 
remembred, that theſe are impoſitions of the Scare,for 
which the Church is not bound to Adyocare if they 
are Perſectitions :' bur 'if men would 'be juſt, they 
would paſs the moſt favourable interpretations on 
public Sanions, and herein conclude, that theſe Sta- 
rutes/ were intended, nor for perſecution, bur for cau- 
tion only againſt thoſe extravagancies , which the 
Church had abuſed its freedom to, the Kings always 
graciouſly promiſing us, on requeſt, opportunities to 
convene, and diſcuſs our Matters, as to us ſhall ſeem 
convenient, thar we might have no cauſe to think that 
their Laws are in! for perſecution. * And for the 
ng's ratification it is juſtly neceſlary, not merely to 
an eſiaſtical effet, but that our Cenſures for 
breach of theſe Canons may be ſeconded upon tlie 
Contumacious by the Writ De Excommunicato Capien- 
do, &c. it being no reaſon that the King ſhould: be the 
Hackney without any” conſent of his: own, 

And the Kings have merited this of the Church by an 
antecedent honour and ſecurity 'given us againſt per- 
ſecution, by making our Biſhops Barons: , and of the 
Houſe in Parliament , there to defend the 
» and direct the State in” all Marters which, 
may 


beying there 
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may there be agji relating to ts: Church. Bur 
if any Pon ous ere theſe advantages to a 

ecution, we*muſt do our duty, and fear no 
_— I do acknowledge that theſe Fetrers, and 
the little uſe that is made of us in Convocation, vili- 
. fies us in the eyes both of Strangers and our own 
People, and eſpecially rhe Roman Church, which can 
never be more gratified, nor improved, than by this 
cramping us, which I hope the State for the times to 
come will well confider; for ſince now it hath a {- 
cure, religious and learned Clergy, if the Secular Pow- 
ers will permit us to Synodize in peace, and ſend eur 
Encyclical Epiſtles to the Churches of all Countries 
where we can have acceſs, and give us the advantage 
of Royal Embaſſies and Recommendations ».< 
Princes of cach State for religious Accommodations , 
we ſhould, I believe, in no long time, reduce our ſelyes 


nearer and nearer to the primitive Perfedtion, and moſt. 


parts of Chriſtendom, I am perſwaded to a Reforma- 
tion from the Errours, and a Reſtitution from the Ty- 
ranny of the Roman Yoke. So that I may (1 think) 
ſafely fay, that the Emulation of the Commons againſt 
the Conyocations is the greateſt kindneſs to the Papa- 
cy, and the greateſt Perſecution of the Proteſtant Reli- 
gion, for which we perhaps have, bur ſurely not the 
Romaniſts, cauſe to G—_— for that th6 they bawl 
and fume againſt them, they do yer ſerve their Inte- 
reft. 

s 9. Secondly, All Eccleſiaſtical Rights are fo Spi- 
ritual, that rhey cannot be by Allowance and Approba- 
tion of God or his Church veſted in any one in form 
of a Temporal Right, but only on- this Condition, that 
the Parties intruſted with them continue in the unity 
of the Catholic Church, and their own Provincial Bi- 


ſhops as Prelates of ir, having immediate care of their 
R 2 Souls. 
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Souls. For ulngwers Eccleſiaſtical were firſt in the 

Apoltles, from whom they entirely deſcended to the 

Biſhops, but both by Apoſtles and Biſhops were per- 

mitted, ſome to Elders, fome to the other Clergy, and 

ſome to the ſtanding Lairy. Thus the Apoſtles gave 

the Laity, as well as the Elders at Jeruſalem, power to 

nominate feven Deacons , As 6. which they might 

have done by their own Apoſtolic and Epiſcopal Au- 

thority : bur this permiſſion was ſtill with a reſeryation 

of thcir own Authority to judge of the fitneſs of the 

ons eleted in-order to the impoſition of their 

nds. So afterward the practice of Epiſcopal 

Synods was to admit the ſuffrage of the Laity, as tro 

= credit and. recommendation of ſucceeding Biſhops, 

(4) 0rig. Mom. (#) who however had the power to determine, and e- 
x2.in Nwm27+ Jet themlclves in defeat to the unjuſt, and ſometimes 
meroenary, Simoniacal clamours of the People. And 

thus it ſtood in vhe days of Chriſtian Emperours ; th6 

they had a principal care in thoſe managements. And. 

therefore Yalentinian Senior thus directs the Biſhops at 

Milan toward the eleQtion of a Biſhop for that See: 

h Theader Beet. ( 1) Tow that are educated in the Divine Word, manifeſt- 
Hitl.4.c.5 Jy know what a. man he ought to be that is imveſted with 
the High Prieftbood.—— Place ye therefore ſuch a_ one 

in this Epiſcopal Throne, to whom we Emperours may bow 

down our heads fincerely, $c. And none but Arian Em- 

perours firſt forced by penal rigours the Biſhops to 
conſecrate ſuch as they pleaſed, and therefore ſuch Bi- 

ſhops and Emperours are branded for the tyranny of 

ſuch Sertlements by Imperial force, againſt which the 

twenty ninth Apoltolic Canon is defignedly levelled, 

(m) Canon, A. Which ſaith, (m) If any Biſhop get hold of a Church thro 
polt.29. the Secular Powers , let him be deprived and excommu- 
nicate, @c. It being a Crime. contiguous to Simony , - 
prohibited in the rwenty cighth Canon Apoſtolic ; and 

- fa. 
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Of the Subjeflion and Anthority, We. 125: 
ſo coupled by (#) S. Auguſtine : Fe that haſeth a ©) Auguft. 10 
Sacrament, or a Church, or a Prebend, or hath procured =_ SP 
this for himſelf by Secular Power, let him know-that be F 
is already condemned with Giezi and Judas : He" is" als 
ready a Leper, and to be expelled the Temple of the” 
Lord, becauſe he enters not into the Sheepfold L the 
Door, and the Lord cafteth Huckſters out of his Temple; 
as alſo Lepers. He entreth not by the Door that enters by 
a LaicGate. For Spiritual Gifts are not dplivered to 
the Laity, but to the Vicars of the Lord;and the Lord's- 
Vicars are the Succeſſors of the Apoſtles. 'Let the La-- 
ty order their Caſtles and Towns, but let them take heed: 
that they meddle not with the Goods of the Church of 
Hippo: For rich men ſeldom procure rich Prebends to- 
poor Prieſts, or if they do, it is not for the love 'of Goth, 
but that they and their Family may have a ſhare out of- 
them. Now theſe and ſuch like Paſſages againſt anct- 
ent Corruption, afe by the Enemies of the Church of 
England laid at her Gate : For, fay they, the power of - 
placing Biſhops is wholly in the King without reſtricti--- 
on, whether he be Turk, Jew, Pagan, or Infidel; and! 
what a fine Conſtitution it is that ſuch a Prince ſhould - 
be the Eletor of Biſhops for the Church of God , that ' 
is not of its Communion ? Nay, and the Lawyers Nu/-- 
lum tempus occurrit Regi is here certain Law, inſomuch- 
that the King may chuſe whether eyer he will ll ap- 
the Vacancics, and ſo may deſtroy our Succeſſion and- 
our Church, we all the while looking on like Dolts,not' 
daring to make any proviſion for our ſelves. And 
the Mandamus for Deanries, Prebends, &c. are all caſt 
in our tecth as opprobria to our Doctrine of the Kings 
Supremacy. So that by the Apoſtolic Canon and S.*. 
Auzuſtine, all our Biſhops are ipſo fatls Excommuni-- 
cate from the Carholic Church, and ſo no part of it, nor* 
we cither..a Church, or: Chriſtians. Ler us go 
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how we can clegr up ſuch a ſtormy Obje&ion. And 
firſt, rhd theſe are the Acts of State, that have put this- 
power intathe hands of our Kings, for which rhe Church 
is\not. accountable, ' yer our ſubmiſſion to. theſe Laws, 
without an mon lapceblige us to give account 
for ſuch ſibemiion. And here, firſt, we may juſtly ſay, 
that we do it to avoid a greater evil, and for the hard- 
nels of mens hearts; as Moſes permitted Divorces a- 


gainſt ond prey n;: For it is more eligible to loſe 
{ſomething of our liberty in the eleftion of our Digni- 
tarics, thanito loſe all Religion , and the very ſubſi- 
ſtence of a Church. Bur ſecondly, let us conſider the 
Apoſtolic Canon, and we ſhall find it by comparing it 
with the 4rian Tyrannies, to be a proviſion againſt 
Heretics creeping into Biſhoprics by tavour,ſimoniacal- 
ty, or otherwiſe injuriouſly procured from the Secular 
Powers, and this againſt the conſent of the Church , 
notwithſtanding the certain impiety -or unfitneſs of the 
man. Burt the caſe is otherwiſe here,for this very Law 
allows a legal liberty to any perſon to enter Articles a- 
gainſt the Conſecration of any ſuch perſon nominated 
co any Biſhopric by the King, and withal he muſt ſub- 
ſcribe to the Articles of Catholic Re'igion, and be ſworn 
to obſerve them, and then this is not againſt the con- 
ſent or ſubmiſſion of the Church. Nor is this againſt 
the primitive and allowed praftices of Catholic Prin- 
ces; for when the Church of Milan all choſe S. Ambroſe, 
being bur a.Catechumen, for their Biſhop, and he abſo- 
lutely refuſed it, he could not have been brought to ac- 
(o) Theeder. Ec. cept it, (0) had not the Emperour Yalentinian com 
d.Hit4.5- rnanded him to be initiated, and conſecrated. And in 
many other inſtances the Church freely permitted the 
Emperours to determine the eleion, provided it was 
(+) Sex. Eccl. NOT injurious. Thus (p) the Synod at Conſtantinople 
Hitl.7c.8. gaye a Catalogue of worthy men to the Emperour, 


one 


Of the Subjeflion and Authority, Ge. 
one of which he was to nominate, and he nominartd 
Netarius an un-baptized man; and 


va7 


"many ind tp: apainlt ir, yok he ſluck-to-thar - 


.eleftion, and at laſt, on full 
ſubmicred to it. x aan is, it is no.martter who 
hath the On a Biſhop, provided /he be a man 
approved by the Catholic Biſhops-rhar are to ordain 
him , and there be no Objection producible againſt 
his Capaciry. But whereas they 'objet that our 
Laws have reſtrained our Kings, neither to qualifica- 
tion nor time, ſo that an Infide hath a right to ſet wp- 
. the Pil'srs of our Church, or hemay ler it fall; by nor 
erecting, nor permitting ustocreet , that maybe 
an crrour in'our Laws, bur it is-the Dodtrine'of the Ca- 
'tholic Church, That no Heretic or Infidel hath, or: can 
have any Canonical right or powet in the Spirituals of 
God's Chieh: which I doubr nor but our Churchywoi{l 
fre ery uriznimous ſuffrage, tho ir' may bear- 
h ant intruſjon to-avoid @ greater evil, : the 
perſon nominated be fir, Catholic, and Lartnrtra 
| rc ſuch Prince ſhould deſign to diſſolve our- 
Succeſſion, we have - Canonical rjghr to preſerve our 
Orders; and'can but fuffer/Penalries , which'may: 
preſs, bur-nor null br' vacate the validiry \of or 
"dination. -/ And the fame -is-to be ſaid of minor: Pa- 
'tronages ,' that the Patrons, wherher* Herertics, or . 0- 
-thers, have as'great a right co preſent as our” Starures: 
them; Ih awe Shae known a rank-Quaker 
re; :Cletk'ro- 2 ReAtvoy, which [having full'w- 
ſtimonial, '4nd-6n due exuninariors was .admitted/ on- 
his Title, yet ho man ean' think that'right of Parro- 
nage Canonical. For when our Fathers the Biſhops: 


granted the | rights rights of 'Partonage 40-'Lav.imen:, (rhar:. 


'irilt or endowed Churches, and their Heirs, is owt 
be incended*0n-fuppolition am = 
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Heirs, ſhould continue in the Unity of the; Church : 
rfor thoſe: Prelates dreamed. of Quare Impedits 
70 

co 


never 
come to draw down their:; Epiſcopal Conſcience ro 
.to the ſpiteful Judgment of Twelve illiterate Jurors , 
who. might be pack'd by 'a mercenary and corrupt 
-Under-Sheriff Since therefore ſuch perverſions . of 
ight do ſometimes ariſe upon theſe Secular Laws , 
[theſe things will need ſome relieving Conſiderations in 
.duty-to God, and with all ſubmiſſion ro my Superi- 
.ours,  weuld be (1 think ) better determined , and 
«more free from ſcandal, by a conſultation of the 
:Provincial Biſhops concerning the firneſs of any Per- 
fon ..nominated ro a Biſhopric, and- the, Aﬀair being 
tranſacted at\the Epiſcopal City, where the ObjeRti- 
,ons.of the Laity ; or their Comprobations may be 
;dairly-taken, as: x0 the Morals of the Candidate: 
{whith was-the Primitive: Ulage of the whole Cathg- 
:lie'/Church; and by a'Conlukation; of a-,Bilkop with 
-its' Dean and 'Chapter,- when(acyer, he doybes, or ob- 
3es againſt the Patron ; the inſufficiency of his 
iClerk, - without any Appeals , Temporal Penalties , 
00 Premunire's upon God's: Inheritance, which- it is 
dangerous for Secular -Powers to; {eize,or violate, e- 
__ for the -Chunches-,dviag ther dugy.to God, 
c Eſtarcs not being the; Clergies., but; Gods: for- 
almuch as there may be - as- otten occaſions to, op- 
Cc -poſe-the-Royal Commands, or Laws herein, , as there 
| -way:lrappen Hercrical- Printes ar;Parrons, which cer- 
-tainly may:have-as great: @/right. a 0ur. Staturgs can 
give them, -- but can. have - no, Canonical, Righr 
_ any» Charges Ecclcliaſtical in the fight of 
Sw. {4 10; The thisd and laſt thing that-I ſhall menti- 
on; is the Epiſcopal Right in, the Cuſtody, of. Chri- 
ſtan Temples, ahd other Oblations: - which ,- if we 


receive 
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receive the Senſe of the Ancients, no Secular Pow- 
ers can rightly deprive them of , God's Servants be- 
ing the Keepers of his Charge. For thus the Empe- 
rour (0) Conſtantins deſires of $. Athanaſius 'one(*) Sr. Ecel. 
Church in Alexandria for the Arjans , which he de-{rptt% 
nics him by an artificial Grant, on Condition that the 12.Sox.1.3.c.19 
Emperour would permit one for the Catholics in Au- 
tixch. Arcadius the Emperour , ( p) fearing the ty-(p) 7h0dw. Ec. 
ranny of Gainas his Gotthiſh and Arian General, begs Hitl-5-c-34. 
of S. John Chryſoſtom, one Church for Gainas and the 
Arians in Conſtantinople, who in a way of diſcourſe 
moſt pleaſing ro Arcadinus himſelf anſwered , That he 
would never endure to drive out thoſe from the Church , 
that ſung Theological Hymns to the Son of God , for the 
reception of Blaſphemers. And that, which Conſtantins 
and Arcadius only asked of S. Athanaſius and S.Chry- 
ſoftom, being demanded by force of Arms and mena- 
ces of S. Ambroſe at Milan, by the then Arian Em- 
perour Yalentinian the younger, at the inſtigation of 
Auxentius Mercurinus the Court Paraſite for that Fa- 
Ron , was moſt happily and reſolutely denied a- 
gainſt all imaginable Terrours; the Hiſtory whereof 
himſelf gives at large in his Epiſtle ro his Siſter Mar- 
cellina, which oy very long , I forbear to tranſ(- 
late, bur do earneſtly recommend the Inquiſitive” to 
the place, by which he will ſee , as the -marrer of 
Fat, ſo the admirable Reaſons, and the bleſling of 
God upon ir, -rhe Courage being bnobarbrme An 
any active Reſiſtance by Arms; - Blows, or 'Contu- 
melies, the Bilhop and his Catholics abiding only-in 
the Church praiſing and praying unto God , and be- 
ing ready to receive the Crown of Martyrdom in 
the Sanftuary of the' Lord. And in all other: Eccle- 
ſiaſtical Charges and (g) Offerings , rhd tempred -v0 (9) 4/7 4: f 
faithleſncſs in the Sacred Teufls by Imperial” 'Ter-**** ©** 
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roues,. yet like .$; Lawrence Arch Deacon of Rowe and 
Maftyr,:.and like an immoveable Rock, | he kept his 
ſtatzon;, and-weathered our all the Storms , to the fi- 
nal admiration. and content of thoſe very Powers 
which he oppoſed. There arc alſo ſeveral ether Ec+ 
cleſiaſtical Righrs and Fundamental Priviledges of the 
Hicrarchy. , more than is expedient to. proſecute in a 
Treatiſe of . this Nature and Deſign, and fitter for 
the Compilation of our Colledge of Biſhops , or the 
Provincial Convocations , or our Univerſities for the 
information of rhe State , to prevent all dangerous 
precipitancy in As of Parliament, ox Judgments of 
Civil. Courts in matters relating to the Church, for 
which God Almighty in his good time give them a 
hopeful opportunity. 

S$ 11. For that which can be the only ſafeſt Rule 
and Expedicnt to inform our Senatours , and fatisfie 
our Pcople , ono jules our Conſtitutions before all. 
the Churches Nations of the World, is to col 
let out the chief Libraries of the Kingdom all Do- 
Arines, Poſitions , Practices, and Uſages univerſally 
reccived in the Primitive Times before the Empire 
admitted Chriftianity , digeſted as it were into ſacred 
Pandedts by an exact Citation of primitive and un- 
minted Authorities , rogether with their Myſtical or 
Moral Interpretations, or —_—_ by our Fathers 
upon all theſe Traditions. all as. are of 
ety uſe, without which our Church either can: 
not. ſubliſt art all, or - ac leaſt in great ty 
and, Perfection as the Primitive , to claim, and labous 
to: eſtabliſh chem in the eſteem and practice of ous 
People : and the reſt that are not ot to neceſlary .mo- 
ment, not to condema..in any Church:, if we. think. 
not. fic to. ratifie them on our ſelves. But all; privace, 
ex later: Doctrines,. not. 10, much. as to.mention. in- our 
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Fundamentals in order to any poſitive aſſent, that no” 
Church, Nation, or Eadtion tnty carl 06; for = 


add fuch as often as any In 
may ariſe among us ; which Propoſals , 
they ought ro have , or of what good uſe they would 


be-ro: us, I Jeave to the Judgment and Sanctity of ' 
my [Fathers the Biſhops to determine , and. to act 
accordingly as: to their facred Wiſdom hall ſeem- 


expedient. 
s 12. Which Conſiderations , while I pacifically 


and impartially offer ro' the Piery and Wiſdom of. 


my beloyed Country, } am futly- ſatisfied upoh-wha 


Precipice I run, viz. of Calumny from the us 


matical, of deriſion from the Chair of Scorners,and © 
diſdain from irreligious Politicians ; with all whom we 
are all Fools for-Chriſt's ſake ; whofe healing:Coun- 
ſels while we didtare ro the. World; tlicy- meer with 
the fate of Caſſandra's Prophecies , never to be credi- 
red till men are wiſe too lare. I am nor therefore {o 
vain as to imagine, that this Eſſay, or any of my en- 
deavours can be of any publick influence to alter the 
diſtempered Complexion of the Nation, ſince neither 
the Wiſdom nor Power of our Saviour,nor his Apoſtles, 
prevailed to the general Reformation of the Jews, to 
whom our People are too ſufficiently alike. But TI am 
not without hope to fatisfie the Doubts and Thirſts of 
the and Ingenuous, and to reſcue their Souls 
from Popdlar and Schiſmatical Errours, and lead them 
into the ſerene and lovely way of Peace. , And I am 
proleprically per{waded , that when the World ſhall be 
chroughly ryred with irs own Diviſions, the Iſſucs and 
Parentsof all Impictics, that the Rod of the Almighty 
will open their eyes, to ſee a neceſſity of returning to 
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| bow thor fever is Sucſes ar, 20 wo promoe. 


nidhadeal Serraceia the oyes.. 'f bis-Almighe 
*Lord,” ro whom he muſt ſtand or fall in the Day of 


How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the 
' Goſpel of Peace, — a tidings of. gaod 
' things, before they are hid om our eyes!  -; 


Poſtſcript, 


Pon the review of theſe Papers, I had 
reaſon to expedt ill and 
ſage. from almoſt all ſorts of ae 
withſtanding the cleanneſs and juſtice of 
the Diſcourſe. For ſome, that zcalouſ- 
| Apen the. Church of Rome, will be offended at me 
not railing , but acknowledging that Churches (o- 
many primitive Honours, without upbraiding it _ 
its Degeneracies. The Romaniſts will be angry, that 
I give them no more Authority than- [ and 
ſome of them will be perhaps ſo far ſatisfied with 
what I have yielded to that See in its firſt ——y 
as to think thoſe Glories applicable to their preſent 
State, and that we had no reaſon ra Reform-, and: 
they have all-reaſon to abandon us in our' Stare of 
em———_— Now totake off all ſuch Scandal in all 
» I thought it neceſſary to Poſtſcribe , that 1 
rev malice to no Men or Party under Heaven , bur: 
an unconfined Charity toward all ; and my deſign 
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The Pofiſcript. 


"being to convert the Romaniſts from their Errours 


and Injuries to the ſtate of rhe Church Carholic, two 
things were neceſſary : Firſt, That I ſhould nor berray 
"And ; Fhattthoutd deny 

them nothing, which Truth , and the Standard of ir 
(viz, the Primitive and Catholic Antiquity) hath grant- 
ed them. For thus they muſt needs think me a juſt 
and honeſt Arbiter , and therefore credible for my in- 
enuous Impartialiry. And then ſecondly, I am here- 
y ſecured againſt any valid Anſwer or Contutarion, ta 
which I had been obnoxious, -had-1I denicd or tectly 
difſembled arty Fruth ; that they may or can juſtly 
challenge. So thar the reſult and deſigned uſe of all 
is this: That if the Church of Kome , when it was in 
all its Primitive Excellencies, was not the Fountain of 
all Catholic Faith, Doftrine, or Traditions , written, 
oral, or. pradtical, nor theSear of Eccleſiaſtic Monar- 
chy over all Churches, Holy Orders, and Princes in 
all Cauſes Eccleſiaſtical ., much leſs can it challenge 
theſe Prerogatives,ſince it hath (o oy degencracgd 
from its-fitſt Incegricy. So that it muſt be a piacular 
Uſurpation 'in thar Church to infringe the Rights of 
Kings, and the primitive and unalienable Liberties of 
particular Churches ; and as piacular « Schifm in any 
ſingle Perſon, of what order foever, to deſert his own 
particular Church or Biſhop, that hath. authoritative 
care of his Soul, (as of all Chriſtian Souls within its 
Precinds) art the rempration of a foreign and cauſleſs 
Enemy, that cannot charge the Conſtirutions of ſuch 
cular Church with any defe&t of the Catholic 
aith,or Doctrine, that was once at firſt delivered ro the 
Saints, nor with inſtituting any Pradtices deſtructive 
of any the Principles or PraQtices of Chriſtian Piery , 
taughr in the Scriptures, preached by the Fathers, and 
univerlally received in the Primitive Church. So thar 
N the 


in any particular Church, no Member of that particw- 


har Church ought to deſert irs Communion for the ad- 
miration of any other Church, th6 it were better chan 
his own, bur, when within the bounds of either ſuch 
uncorrupt Church,to communicate with both. But ro 
change an uncorrupt Church, (] mean as to its Arti 
cles and conſtiruced Principles) ro which he was imme 
diately ſubje, tor a corrupt one, thar is alien, and cx- 
ternal to a Man, gives no greater hope of eternal Life, 
but what (in conſideration of invincible weakneſs of 
- mind) we thus in other caſes are faintly wont to cx- 
preſs, God in mercy may do much to {ave him : bu 
of that he hath no revealed aſſurance, nor the leaſt co- 
lour for confidence or probability ; for by the Rule e- 
very Schiſmaric is excluded the Kingdom of God, and 

under Hereſie, there can be no greater Schiſm, than for 

one Church to ſend Emilſlaries into another to ſeduce 

its Members from the Communion of their own Do- 

meſtic to that of a Foreign Church, and for Men to be (o- 
ſeduced. For mere Schiſm hath theſe rwo Gradations- 
berwcen whole Churches: Firſt they cauſleſly divide 

from each other : Secondly they ſend Seducers to di- 

ſtrat each others Members from their Domeſtic Unity,. 
which is next Hereſie the higheſt Sacriledge imaginable, 
in no Wiſe venial, bux meritorious of all the higheſt 
and moſt dreadful Amathema's. Therefore we wade- 
no foreign People to ſer up a Title for us againſt their- 
own Churches, but only invite all to imitate whar is 
good in us, willing them ro retain Communion with- 

in themſelves, under their Spiritual Fathers, in all 
things that are nor eſſentially falſe or evil , notwith- 
ſtanding many accidental Inconveniencies, which they 
ought rather to bear calmly, than break the Chriſtians 
Peace: And the ſame Juſtice we have reaſon ro _— 
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